
Today 
8am	 First Worship Service 
9:30am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:45am	 Second Worship Service 
12:15pm	 College & Recent Grads 

Class at (Williamsons)
5:30pm	 TO Alpha Group (Fosters)
6pm	 Alpha Youth Seriesl

This Week
Sept 16	 Monday Night Guys Group
Sept 17	 Alpha Group – Pepperdine
Sept 18	 Refresh at the Church 

Building
Sept 18	 Hungry Thirsty Bible Study 

(Walls)
Sept 19	 TO Small Group Bible 

Study (Fosters) 

Upcoming Events
Sept 22	 Town Hall Meeting
Sept 22	 Crafty Women 
Sept 28	 Potluck and Singing
Oct 11-13	 Fall Retreat

Welcome and Response

Scan above or text (805) 214-8384

September 15, 2019

Welcome!
We are so glad you are here!  

We pray that you will encounter 
God as you worship with us.

Why Ten?
By Andy Wall

“Those who know the Ten Commandments perfectly know the entire Scriptures and in all affairs 
and circumstances are able to counsel, help, comfort, judge, and make decisions  

in both spiritual and temporal matters.” – Martin Luther

Imagine a parallel universe in which sentient beings have six fingers on each arm-like 
appendage and do math using a base 12 notation system. In such a universe, would God 
have revealed a system of ethics based on Twelve Commandments? In our world, we 
humans come equipped with ten fingers, which we use to help us count and multiply 
until we successfully memorize the various mathematical tables in base 10 notation. 
Having ten fingers has undoubtedly caused us to gravitate toward sets of ten, including 
the final countdown before a launch, boxers being given a ten-count to get back up after a 
knockdown, and calling a beautiful person a perfect ten. 

When it came time to reveal the foundational commandments for his 
covenant community on Mount Sinai, why did God choose ten? Here are a few 
speculations. Ten holds a healthy tension between simplicity and complexity. 
Ten is a small enough number of commandments that we are able to learn 
and remember them. Ten is also a large enough number of commandments 
that they can cover the breadth of human life. At the end of the day, my 
guess is that God accommodated himself to the number that was as close to 
each of us as the ends of our two hands. This turned out to be such a great 
idea that there are now “ten commandments” for everything from playing 
golf to starting a new business to getting out of debt. David Letterman riffed 
on this famous idea with his “Top Ten Lists,” spawning countless imitators.  

But the original Top Ten list was bequeathed to humankind by God on Mount Sinai. 
This is no fleeting list, worthy of a short glance and then quickly forgotten. These ten 
commandments have evidenced tremendous staying power, having influenced the 
development of the legal codes of the Western World. The ten commandments are 
remembered and practiced by Jews and Christians around the world. Throughout the 
Pentateuch, the ten commandments are elaborated upon more deeply in the 613 laws 
of Judaism. In the Gospels, Jesus summarizes the ten with two capstone commandments: 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength,” and 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

I look forward to exploring and wrestling with these foundational commands for our faith 
in this fall’s sermon series, “Ten Words for Life.” I invite you to take the time to (re)memorize 
the Ten Commandments so that you have them on your heart and in your mind; I’ll give 
you extra credit if you can recite them in order.  Most of all, I urge you to put these Ten 
Commandments into practice in your life, starting with the foundational understanding 
that we worship and serve no other God but the Lord God almighty. 

 



What’s Happening at Conejo
Fall Adult Education

Below is a listing of our classes and their locations. The 
classes located at the church building will meet at 9:30 on 
Sunday mornings unless otherwise indicated: 

• Auditorium Class: “A Journey Through Exodus” (a study 
of one of the most formative books of Scripture). 

• Growing Families Class (parents with kids at home) in 
the north overflow room. 

• College and Recent Grads Group: This group meets 
following second service directly across Hillcrest Drive at 
the home of the Williamsons (261 Quinta Vista). 

Town Hall Meeting / September 22
As we near the final months of Phase One of our Be the 
Blessing campaign, we’d like to invite the congregation to a 
town hall style meeting on Sunday, September 22 at 12:30pm. 
We’ll be making a final push in our Phase One fundraising 
efforts and we’ll be describing our financial plans. Please make 
plans to take part in this exciting update and conversation. 

Craft Day / September 22 at 1pm
Next Sunday, September 22, CVCC women are invited to an 
afternoon of fellowship at the 
building. Bring your current craft 
project(s) and join with others to 
make progress on your hobby 
while deepening friendships 
with CVCC sisters. The fun starts 
at 1pm or as soon as possible 
after the town hall meeting.

Save the Date: Conejo Fall Retreat
Please save the weekend of October 11-13 for our 
congregational fall retreat, a refreshing oasis in the middle of 
the business of fall. The retreat theme is “God of Wonders” and 
will explore various places in which we experience awe before 
the Creator and His good creation. Cost for the retreat will be 
$95 for adults and teens, $86 for children ages 7-12, and free 
for children ages 0-6 for lodging in shared cabins. There is also 
a limited supply of motel-style rooms for $141 per adult /teen. 

Alpha Groups Launch This Week
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith 
in a friendly, open, and informal environment. It’s an eight 
to twelve week course that is run in churches, coffee shops, 
prisons, and homes worldwide. Essentially, Alpha is a safe place 
to explore life’s biggest questions.

This week, we are launching our three Alpha groups for the 
fall (see schedule below). You’re invited to be in prayer about 
unchurched friends and family that you may invite to come and 
take part in Alpha. We have invitation postcards available to 
share with your friends on the entry table. We’re excited for this 

opportunity to put our trust in God and share Jesus with our 
community. 

•	 Thousand Oaks, Sundays at 5:30 pm 
2327 Gillingham Circle, TO 

•	 Thousand Oaks (for teens) – Sundays a 6:00 pm 
2525 East Hillcrest Drive, TO

•	 Pepperdine University – Tuesdays at 6:00 pm 
24543 Mariposa Circle, Malibu

Opdahl Baby Shower – Welcome, Maelyn!

Conejo Small Groups Fall 2019
Our small group fall progam is launching over the next several 
weeks with groups meeting around the Conejo Valley and 
beyond. These groups meet for a variety of purposes including 
prayer, Bible study, fellowship, service, mentoring, and 
outreach. Some groups include children, some are for teens, 
some are for adults, and some include all generations. If you 
have questions, please contact Andy Wall or Jack Williamson.  
•  College / Recent Graduates	 Sundays		 12:15pm 
•  Alpha Group (at Fosters)	 Sundays		 5:30pm 
•  Alpha Group (teens)		  Sundays		 6pm 
•  Women’s Bible Study		  Mondays	 7pm 
•  Men’s Group			   Mondays	 7pm 
•  Alpha Group (at Pepperdine)	 Tuesdays	 6pm 
•  REFRESH			   Wednesdays	 6:30pm 
•  Hungry/Thirsty			  Wednesdays	 6:45pm 
•  Conejo Elementary Tutoring	 Thursdays	 6:30pm 
    (begins on October 10) 
•  TO Small Group (Fosters)	 Thursdays	 7pm 
•  Guys Golf Outing		  Saturdays	 time varies 
•  Potluck and Singing		  1 Sat / month	 5pm	  
•  Crafty Women			   1 Sun / month	 1pm 
•  Family Service Group		  Facebook based



REFRESH
From 6:30pm to 8pm weekly during the school year, the entire 
youth group is encouraged to gather at the church building to 
reconnect and encourage each other in the middle of the week. 
Bring your own meals and meet for dinner at 6:30. At 7:00, 
everyone gathers to focus on building community and studying 
God’s Word. Come, connect, and be refreshed! 

“Deep Roots: Growing Deeper Faith”
The goals of the youth ministry for this academic school year 
are for each student to have the opportunity to wrestle with 
their questions, to learn more about the core characteristics of 
the gospel that encourage a deeper and more sustainable faith, 
and to discover core spiritual practices that help them live out 
their faith each day. 

Alpha Youth Series 2019
The youth ministry will be hosting an Alpha group tailored 
for our youth. This is an opportunity for our youth to explore 
life and the Christian faith in a friendly, open, and informal 
environment. They are also encouraged to invite friends who 
may be open to discussions about God, faith, and Christianity! 
Alpha creates an environment of hospitality for our teens and 
their friends. Our students will have the opportunity to explore 
life’s biggest questions, giving them the opportunity to dig 
deeper in their own faith. Alpha also creates an environment 
where those who might not call themselves Christians can 
discover and develop a relationship with Jesus. This group 
will begin TONIGHT and meet every Sunday night through 
November 10th (with the exception of Sunday 10/20 for Taco 
Fest Mission Fundraiser). The youth Alpha group meets at 
Conejo from 6-8pm on Sunday nights. These meetings will 

include a meal, an Alpha talk, and time for discussion. Middle 
school students, high school students, and their friends are 
welcome! The Alpha Youth series is also in need of sponsors for 
meals. If you can help sponsor a meal, please contact Travis! 

High School Pismo Retreat 

High School + Middle School

Scripture Memory 
So do not fear, for I am with you;  

do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you and help you;  
I will uphold you with my righteous  

right hand.

Isaiah 41:10 NIV

Bible Classes
1st - 3rd — Museum of Biblical History 
4th - 5th — How Great Thou Art Studio

Save the Date: Harvest Festival
Please mark your calendars and save the date for our annual 
Harvest Festival. It has been set for Saturday, October 26. 
Additional details will come as the time draws nearer.

Kindergarten Blessing 2019
Please pray for the boys and girls who are starting kindergarten 
this fall. 

Scenes from Children’s Worship
Children’s Worship is a time when God’s stories are shared 
in in a variety of unique and understandable ways for our 
kids. It is also a time for our children and teens to have an 
opportunity to step into the role of leadership sharing their 
joy and abilities they’ve been gifted with as they lead others in 

singing and worshipping 
God. Volunteers also 
perform safety checks on 
the playground, assist with 
playground supervision, 
and serve snacks.

Children’s Ministry



Attendance
+ Giving

September 8 Giving $12,457

Weekly Giving Average (2019) $11,388

Weekly Giving Budget (2019) $12,995

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $988,810

Wall Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
BAPTISMS: Quintt Landis, Jett 
Landis, Gwen King, Caroline 
Wilson, Caitlin Gifford
PREGNANCIES: Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (September)
For the safe arrival of Maelyn 
Delaney Opdahl, born August 15 
to Silas and Erin
NEW MEMBERS: TJ and Suzanne 
Reynolds
Pat Tudor – received approval to 
go to Mayo Clinic
For the ENGAGEMENT of 
Eric Rogers and Shannon 
Markiewicz

THOSE GRIEVING
Carol McNutt – loss of sister, 
Judy Erikson
Heather Phillips – loss of father, 
Dick Williams
Gunderson family - loss of 
Miriam Gunderson
Scarlett Lani – loss of father, 
John Taylor
Char Hurley – loss of father, Dale 
DeForest
Buzz Guilbault – loss of step-
father, Dan Verbonitz
Sandy Stivers – loss of mother, 
Nadine Tiner McBee 
Grace Price – loss of brother, 
Mark Poblete
Ron Hall – loss of father, Maurice 
Hall
Alexis Lasiter – loss of mother, 
Mary Bell
Tony Alvarado – loss of mother, 
Linda Marcinkoski

FIGHTING CANCER
Jenna Sepulveda (sister of John 
Downey) – metastatic thyroid 
cancer; recovering from neck 
surgery, awaiting tests and chemo
Clifton Tuggle (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – diagnosed with prostate 
cancer
Michael Smith (friend of Coupe 
family) - 4 year old diagnosed with 
Neuroblastoma
Shirley Moore (mother of Nicole 
Montanez) - diganosed with 
Leukemia, started chemo
Robin Brown (former member) – 
breast cancer
Ted McAllister (former member) 
– multiple myeloma
Taneisha Schuman (friend of 
Buzz Guilbault) – diagnosed with 
stage IV cancer
Valerie Corbet (sister of Abby 
Wilson) – inoperable stage IV 
brain cancer; undergoing chemo 
and radiation
James Wooley (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – bone cancer
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma, loss of job
Ryan Lohoff (Julia Chesson’s 
dance teacher) – stage IV brain 
cancer
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – responding well to 
treatment for stage IV squamous 
cell thymic carcinoma
Joella Michael – recovery 
following mucosal melanoma 
treatments

Yashica Budde’s friend, Ruth – 
final stages of cancer
Dana Sheehan (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – undergoing chemo
Aaron Robinson (friend of 
the Audeninos) – grade IV 
glioblastoma multiforme
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Susie Baston (Cindy Randolph’s 
cousin) – spinal cancer
Justice Howard (Yashica Budde’s 
cousin) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Tom Montanez (father of Nicole 
Montanez) - fighting a serious 
infection in lower spine
David and Allegro Rankin (uncle 
and aunt of Daelan Blankfein) – 
continuing physical therapy 
Adria Ballard – relief from 
chronic pain
Sarah Ballard – relief from 
chronic back pain
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments
Peter Thompson (Pepperdine’s 
Volunteer Center Director) – 
recovering from brain tumor 
removal 
Kathy Cocke – pulmonary 
fibrosis, pulmonary hypertension
Margie Caldwell – heart issues
Vera Davis – aortic valve tear; 
smooth transition to new home in 
Vermont
Sam Audenino – recovery from 
bicycle accident

Harriet Nutter (Daphne Green’s 
mother) – received a defibrillator/
pacemaker
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Mary McQuillan (Kay Falletta’s 
sister) – Parkinson’s disease
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – serving in the Navy 
in Camp Lejuene, NC 
Bobby Blackburn – serving in the 
Navy in Pensacola, FL
Micah Smith – serving in the 
Army Rangers
Derek Willis (Tim Willis’ nephew) 
– serving in PA in the Army 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
San Diego with the Navy

MISSION EFFORTS
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Charles & Darlene Coulston – 
mission work in Kenya
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa
Ryan Campbell – mission work in 
Philippines

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

September 8 Attendance

8:00 Service   68

10:45 Service 125

Total Attendance 193

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

OFFICE
31225 La Baya Drive #214
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Stu Warford, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard / Kathia King
Office Managers
(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org


