
Today 
8am	 First Worship Service 
9:30am	 Bible Classes (all ages)
	 “Our Story” (auditorium) 
10:45am	 Second Worship Service 

This Week
Aug 11-15	 Pismo Camping Trip

 Upcoming Events
Aug 18	 All-Church Game Night
Aug 25	 Kindergarten Blessing
Sep 1	 Fall Kickoff Sunday
Sep 6-8	 HS Pismo Retreat

Welcome and Response

Scan above or text (805) 214-8384

August 11, 2019

Welcome!
We are so glad you are here!  

We pray that you will encounter 
God as you worship with us.

A Journey of Faith
By George de Bruyn

[Editor’s note: Today’s article, by Conejo’s own George de Bruyn, is part of the “Our Story” class 
series. Thank you, George, for sharing your story with us!]

Although my parents believed in God, we were not a church-going family and worship was 
limited to the occasional viewing of some Dutch Reformed service on the local TV station. 
My grandmother (Mother’s side) and my mother would often remind me to trust God, 
especially as the challenges of being a teen approached. Around 12, I participated in a 
rendition of the Nativity Story at the local Methodist church, playing the role of one of the 
wise men. That experience confirmed that a career in show business was not for me. What 
really began to stick out for me were all the people that claimed to be good and Christian 
yet from my viewpoint were nothing more than hypocrites. My mind was made up and I 
would not be a part of that scam.

I became very well entrenched in secular life and thoughts of God and trusting in Him had 
all but faded. But He was not done with me and one day when I least expected it, Claudia 
walked into my life. There was something different about her and her family. These 
believers seemed genuine. I could feel my old lifestyle tugging at me but the Lord changed 
my heart and I accepted Him as my Savior. Stan baptized me in Claudia’s swimming pool 
on my birthday making each year a double celebration.

I got it back then – all those hypocrites I had a problem with, well I was part of that club 
too and realized that only He is perfect and we worship Him and Him alone. But make no 
mistake it is such a powerful witness when His church shows love through service. As many 
of you may know both Claudia and I recently experienced serious health issues. Mine was 
easy, as it was hereditary heart disease. Thanks to modern science and some stents, the 
Lord has given me a new lease on life. Claudia, however, spent months struggling but 
has finally returned to near perfect health. During this time, I witnessed a tremendous 
outpouring of selfless love by so many members of our church family. This is the kind 
of love that Paul writes about in Romans 13 when he describes love for a neighbor. In 
hindsight, I can clearly see God at work in the details gently guiding and shaping the course 
of my life. “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love” (Psalm 
103:8).

The Conejo Church Family, like God’s family everywhere, is: 
Forgiven...Loved...Growing...Redeemed...Imperfect...Learning...Blessed



What’s Happening at Conejo
Our Story: Adult Summer Experience

Our summer adult education experience is a class series 
titled “Our Story.” Each week, we’re inviting members of 
our church community to share significant faith moments 
during the auditorium class. We will have opportunities for 
you to share your faith stories in the months of July and 
August. Please consider what stories you might share and 
how best you might share them. If you would like to take 
part in this series, please talk to Andy Wall.

This morning, Paul Begin and Nathan Heard will be sharing 
part of their faith stories with us.

Pismo Beach Trip
The 17th annual Pismo Beach trip is taking place this week from 
August 11-15, 2019. Lopez Lake is located about three hours 
north of Thousand Oaks. Our camp site is very family friendly, 
with a nearby water park and marina. Activities include fishing 
and boating on the lake, a cookout on the beach (Monday), 
riding ATVs on the sand dunes (Tuesday), worshipping around 
the campfire, cooking meals together, and just enjoying 
each other’s company. For more information about the daily 
schedule and to sign up online, see cvccpismobeach.shutterfly.
com or contact Mark Davis at (310) 892-9986 or mrkwdvs@
gmail.com.

Address Update for Vera Davis
Vera Davis is beginning a new chapter. She and her family 
decided that it would be best for Vera to be nearer her family. 
She is moving to Vermont to be near her daughter, Liz. Please 
update your records to include this new address for sweet 
Vera…and over the coming weeks, please send her a card to 
brighten her day as she settles into a new area.

Vera Davis 
c/o Elizabeth Davis 
9364 VT Route 25 
East Corinth, VT 05040

All-Church Game Night / August 18
Bring your favorite board and 
card games to the building 
on Sunday, August 18, for a 
time of friendly competition, 
fellowship, and old-time fun! 
The fun will begin at 5pm 
and will go until around 8pm. 
Each family should bring their 
favorite snacks and munchies 
to share and a 2-liter bottle of soda, being mindful that some 
of our members have peanut and tree-nut allergies. All ages 
are invited to come. There will be tables indoors for board and 
card games. Kids are welcome and invited to join in the games; 
if they need to run off energy, they are invited to do this in the 
backyard area with parental supervision.

Fall Kickoff Sunday
Our Fall Kickoff is slated for Sunday, September 1.  Our plan is 
to share in a backyard potluck breakfast and fellowship time 
during our Bible Class time (9:20 – 10:30) between the early 
and late worship services. There will be no Bible classes on 
this Sunday.  Please plan on bringing favorite breakfast foods 
and beverages to share.  Coffee and water will be provided.  
Cleanup will begin at 10:20. Please make plans to share in this 
morning of worship and fellowship together as we look ahead 
to the start of a great fall season together.

Alpha is Coming 
As we continue to pursue our 
goal to “Be the Blessing” in our 
community, we’re laying the 
groundwork for a special fall 
outreach ministry called Alpha. 
What is Alpha, you ask? Alpha 
is an opportunity to explore 
life and the Christian faith in 
a friendly, open, and informal 
environment. It’s a ten to twelve 
week course that is run in churches, coffee shops, prisons, and 
homes worldwide. Essentially, Alpha is a safe place to explore 
life’s biggest questions. 

Alpha groups create an environment of hospitality, where 
people who might not call themselves Christians can discover 
and develop a relationship with Jesus. All Alpha groups have 
three things in common: a shared meal, an Alpha talk, and time 
for discussion and conversation. 

At Conejo, we’re exploring the possibility of having several 
Alpha groups that meet in homes during the months of 
September, October, and early November. You’re invited to 
be in prayer about unchurched friends and family that you 
may invite to come and take part of Alpha. We’re also looking 
for a number of volunteers to help prepare meals, set up our 
meeting spaces, serve as greeters, lead a discussion group, 
pray, run our technology, help with administration, serve as 
hosts and helpers, provide childcare (as needed), do cleanup, 
and more. We’re excited for this opportunity to put our trust in 
God and share Jesus with our community.

Save the Date: Conejo Fall Retreat
Please save the weekend of October 11-13 for our 
congregational fall retreat, a refreshing oasis in the middle of 
the business of fall. Stay tuned for more details! 

Rejoice—100-year birthday celebration!
Liz Hinkle’s grandmother, Inez Garner, is turning 100 in 
September! Their family would love to shower her with cards 
(we are hoping to get 100!). Liz would love for our church family 
to help! Cards can be mailed to Liz’s parents’ home and will 
be given to her at her birthday celebration on September 14. 
Please mail to: 

Inez Garner 
118 Northlake Drive 
Hendersonville, TN  37075



High School + Middle School

Scripture Memory 
So do not fear, for I am with you;  

do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you and help you;  

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10 NIV

Bible Classes 
1st-3rd – How Great Thou Art Studio 
4th-5th – Museum of Biblical History

See map at children’s ministry sign-in table.

Kindergarten Blessing
Our Kindergarten Blessing Celebration will be held on August 
25 at 5pm at the church building. All children entering 
kindergarten and their families are invited to come and 
celebrate this wonderful new beginning with a potluck dinner 
followed by a family blessing time and a blessing from our 
church community. 

All are invited to come and support our families. RSVP to Penny 
White (818) 857- 6213 or pennymwhite502@gmail.com

Children’s Ministry

VBS 2019 
God is...

CVCCYG: A Great Summer Together 



Attendance
+ Giving

August 4 Giving $14,675

Weekly Giving Average (2019) $11,463

Weekly Giving Budget (2019) $12,995

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $972,083

Wall Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
BAPTISMS: Quintt Landis, Jett 
Landis, Gwen King, Caroline 
Wilson, Caitlin Gifford
PREGNANCIES: Erin Opdahl 
(September); Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (September)
Cielo Iglesias (friend of Grace 
Price) - cancer in remission

THOSE GRIEVING
Heather Phillips – Loss of father, 
Dick Williams
Gunderson family - loss of 
Miriam Gunderson
Scarlett Lani – loss of father, 
John Taylor
Char Hurley – loss of father, Dale 
DeForest
Buzz Guilbault – loss of step-
father, Dan Verbonitz
Sandy Stivers – loss of mother, 
Nadine Tiner McBee 
Grace Price – loss of brother, 
Mark Poblete
Ron Hall – loss of father, Maurice 
Hall
Alexis Lasiter – loss of mother, 
Mary Bell
Family and friends of Linda 
Marcinkoski
Nicole Montanez – loss of 
grandfather, Howard Segar

FIGHTING CANCER
Michael Smith (friend of Coupe 
family) - 4 year old diagnosed with 
Neuroblastoma
Shirley Moore (mother of Nicole 
Montanez) - diganosed with 

Leukemia, started chemo
Robin Brown (former member) – 
breast cancer
Ted McAllister (former member) 
– multiple myeloma
Taneisha Schuman (friend of 
Buzz Guilbault) – diagnosed with 
stage IV cancer
Valerie Corbet (sister of Abby 
Wilson) – inoperable stage IV 
brain cancer; undergoing chemo 
and radiation
James Wooley (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – bone cancer.
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma, loss of job
Ryan Lohoff (Julia Chesson’s 
dance teacher) – stage IV brain 
cancer
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – responding well to 
treatment for stage IV squamous 
cell thymic carcinoma
Joella Michael – recovery 
following mucosal melanoma 
treatments
Yashica Budde’s friend, Ruth – 
final stages of cancer
Dana Sheehan (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – undergoing chemo
Aaron Robinson (friend of 
the Audeninos) – grade IV 
glioblastoma multiforme
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Susie Baston (Cindy Randolph’s 
cousin) – spinal cancer
Justice Howard (Yashica Budde’s 
cousin) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Tom Montanez (father of Nicole 
Montanez) - fighting a serious 
infection in lower spine
Tom De Long (father of Ty 
De Long) – Recovering from 
quadruple bypass surgery
David and Allegro Rankin (uncle 
and aunt of Daelan Blankfein) – 
continuing physical therapy 
Adria Ballard – relief from 
chronic pain
Sarah Ballard – relief from 
chronic back pain
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments
Pat Tudor – disease has been 
identified; pray for energy and 
healing
Peter Thompson (Pepperdine’s 
Volunteer Center Director) – 
recovering from brain tumor 
removal 
Kathy Cocke – pulmonary 
fibrosis, pulmonary hypertension
Margie Caldwell – heart issues
Vera Davis – aortic valve tear; 
smooth transition to new home in 
Vermont
Sam Audenino – recovery from 
bicycle accident
Harriet Nutter (Daphne Green’s 
mother) – received a defibrillator/
pacemaker
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Mary McQuillan (Kay Falletta’s 
sister) – Parkinson’s disease

Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – serving in the Navy 
in Camp Lejuene, NC 
Bobby Blackburn – serving in the 
Navy in Pensacola, FL
Micah Smith – serving in the 
Army Rangers
Derek Willis (Tim Willis’ nephew) 
– serving in PA in the Army 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
San Diego with the Navy

MISSION EFFORTS
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Charles & Darlene Coulston – 
mission work in Kenya
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa
Ryan Campbell – mission work in 
Philippines

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

August 4 Attendance

8:00 Service   48

10:45 Service 142

Total Attendance 190

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

OFFICE
31225 La Baya Drive #214
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Stu Warford, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard / Kathia King
Office Managers
(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org


