
Today 
8:00am	 First Worship Service
9:30am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:45am	 Second Worship Service
12:15pm	 College & Young Adults 

Class at Williamsons’
12:15pm	 YG Parents’ Meeting
5:00pm	 Sunday Night Devo

This Week
Jan 13	 Women’s Bible Study
Jan 13	 Guys’ Group
Jan 15	 REFRESH
Jan 15	 Hungry / Thirsty at Walls’
Jan 16	 Small Group at Fosters’
Jan 18	 Date Night Series - Week 2

Upcoming Events
Jan 26	 Lip Sync Fundraiser
Feb 7-9	 HS Youth Winter Retreat
Feb 23	 Baby Shower for Holly 

and Vincent Chambers
Mar 6-8	 Women’s Retreat

Welcome and Response
Please fill out a Welcome Card 
located beneath the chair in front of 
you. Let us know if there are ways 
that the ministry team can pray for 
you or those you love.

January 12, 2020

Welcome!
We are so glad you are here!  

We pray that you will encounter 
God as you worship with us.

Better Together
By Andy Wall

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” — Helen Keller   

Have you ever wondered why Jesus gathered his followers into a learning, serving, 
worshipping community? Didn’t Jesus know how difficult people are to get along with and 
how unappealing church communities would be, with all the deeply flawed and highly 
opinionated people out there? Didn’t he know that he would have been much more 
successful preaching a more private type of religion, something along the lines of, “Go out 
into nature and worship God. Be nice to people should they cross your path. The end.” 
Instead, Jesus pulled together a mishmash of followers and set about trying to make them 
fishers of people and the embodiment of his kingdom reign. 

The early church struggled mightily with this same challenge: forming a Christ-centered 
community of people out of Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, men and women, educated 
and uneducated. This unifying task turned out to be very difficult indeed. How much easier 
if those early missionaries had focused on converting people to a personal relationship 
with Jesus and left the whole corporate, communal thing out of it. 

So why community? What did Jesus see in community? Why, for 2000 years, 
have Christians insisted on gathering together, breaking bread together, 
serving together, bearing witness together, suffering together, worshiping 
together, sharing together? Here are two fundamental ideas. 

First, we humans are intrinsically wired for community. Children can’t survive long on their 
own. Neither can the sick, the aged, or the physically challenged. Even the “strong” find they 
don’t like living in total isolation. Jesus’ call to community is simply his acknowledgement 
that God has created us as social beings. Life is better together, despite the inevitable 
conflicts we experience with one other. There is an undeniable strength in community. 

Second, Jesus understood that in order for us to grow more like him, we have to live in 
environments that would cause us to be less self-centered and more caring toward others. 
Community is perfect for revealing to us how often we demand our own way instead of 
yielding to the preferences of others, how often we want to keep for ourselves rather than 
share with others, how often we focus on our own interests rather than being considerate 
of others. Marriage is one highly focused example of a community that reveals our self-
centered flaws. We need community because we’ll never grow up into the godly people 
Jesus wants us to be if the only person we ever have to care for is ourselves. 

Years ago, there was a person in our small group who was deeply annoying to me. This 
person pressed all my buttons and I sometimes wondered why God sent that person 
to our group. One day I realized that this person was in our group because I needed to 
mature more, to become more generous-hearted, and to become less “annoyable.” Over 
time, this person became a true friend and respected fellow Christian.  

There are more answers to the question, “Why community?” But these two provide a 
helpful reminder of why we embrace the challenging but meaningful practice of being a 
community of faith together. 



What’s Happening at Conejo
Combined Worship Service / Starts February 2
Following numerous conversations and prayerful consideration, 
our elders believe that the time is right for our congregation to 
begin meeting together in one combined worship service. Our 
hope is that being together, worshipping together, and hearing 
the Word together will strengthen our sense of this church 
being a family that loves and cares for each other and together 
works to become more like Jesus both as we face inwardly and 
outwardly toward our community.

Our new schedule will begin Sunday, February 2 and will be as 
follows: 

8:50am—Coffee and donuts available

9:00am—Bible classes for all ages 

10:00am—Conclusion of all Bible classes

10:15am—Worship service 

We recognize that this new schedule may be a challenge for 
some. We have considered many situations in our discussion 
of this topic and feel that this change will be best for us as a 
whole. We invite everyone to embrace this for the good it can 
do in our church family. Any of the elders or ministers would be 
happy to respond to questions you might have about this. 

Winter Adult Education

Our winter adult education program provides two 
offerings for the next three months:  

The Auditorium class will study the “Traits of a Healthy 
Church.” In connection with the Growing Young Survey 
we are participating in this quarter, our adult education 
program will focus on six findings from recent research 
describing the traits of a healthy church.  Two consecutive 
weeks of our Sunday morning class will be devoted to each 
trait. We will focus on biblical examples of these traits and 
discuss how each is manifested in what we do at Conejo. 
Through this series, we hope to highlight where we are 
doing well, and focus on how we can improve during 2020.

The Growing Families class will be diving into the book 
“Sticky Faith.” The book explores “best practices that can 
set young people on a trajectory of lifelong faith and 
service” and presents strategies to “show parents how to 
actively encourage their children’s spiritual growth so that 
it will stick to them into adulthood and empower them to 
develop a living, lasting faith.” Come join us in lifting each 
other up as we strive to be godly parents and develop 
deeper faith within our families.

College Students andYoung Adults Gathering
The weekly meeting at the Williamsons’ home for lunch, games, 
discussions, and fellowship resumes today. Come on over to 
261 Quinta Vista (just across Hillcrest) following second service 
for lunch and a time of building community.  

Diaper a Baby for the New Year!
We are attempting to collect 50 boxes of size 5/6 diapers to 
bless the babies in need in Ventura County. This particular 
size is especially in demand as fewer come in a box and they 
cost more. We are partnering with Shelter Care Resources (a 
non-profit 501c3) as they provide support to foster families 
and have a crisis teen pregnancy program. Please see Audrey 
Charles and Penny White for questions. 

Growing Young Survey
As we begin a new year, we are taking part in a survey 
connected to researh at Fuller Seminary. The Growing Young 
Assessment will be conducted in churches of Christ around 
the country. Our specific results will help us determine how to 
better serve the next generation and help them build a faith 
that lasts. National results will be presented at Pepperdine 
Harbor in May. Please insert this link: http://www.oursurvey.
church.CVCC into your internet browser and complete the 
survey. It will take about 10 minutes of yoru time. Thank you!

Conejo Elementary Tutoring 
The Winter / Spring Tutoring 
season began last Thursday, 
January 9. We are recruiting a 
few additional regular tutors 
to participate the majority of 
Thursdays up through April 30. 
Being a tutor means spending 
an hour of your time each 
week with first grade students, 
helping them with their reading, 
with math, or just playing 
games.This ministry takes place from 6:30 to 7:30pm each 
week on the school campus in the students’ classrooms, and 
tutors have access to a wealth of exciting educational tools and 
supplies. Please contact Rob West at (805) 657-2911 if you can 
serve as a first grade tutor.

Women’s Retreat 2020

Ladies, please mark March 6-8 on your calendar and 
make plans to join the women of Conejo for a wonderful 
Women’s Retreat. Men, please encourage your wife to take 
this weekend for a time of spiritual, social, and emotional 
encouragement.



Sunday Night Student-Led Devo / Tonight 
TONIGHT, from 5–7:30pm, the middle school and high school 
groups will gather for a Sunday night devotional at the Moore’s 
(12904 Sleepy Wind St., Moorpark, CA 93021). Girls are asked 
to bring a dinner item to share and guys are asked to bring a 
side item to share. The Moore family will provide drinks and 
dessert. Come connect, blow off steam, and spend some time 
worshipping together!

REFRESH 
From 6:30pm to 8pm weekly during the school year, the entire 
youth group is encouraged to gather at the church building to 
reconnect and encourage each other in the middle of the week. 
Bring your own meals 
and meet for dinner at 
6:30. At 7pm, we have 
a variety of activities 
focused on building 
community and 
studying God’s Word. 
Come, connect, and be 
refreshed!

Youth Ministry Parent Meeting
Parents of middle school and high school students have a 
parents’ meeting TODAY, at 12:15pm in the right overflow 
classroom following second service. This is an important 
information and planning meeting that you should make a 
priority to attend. Please reach out to Travis if you are unable 
to attend. 

Lip Sync 2020 / January 26
Lip Sync is coming earlier this year! Start searching for your 
songs to lip sync to on Sunday, January 26 at 6pm. We’re 
looking forward to another awesome year of Lip Sync fun and 
memories. This event is for both young and old who are willing 
to show off their lip sync talent. There is now a sign-up sheet in 
the foyer. Sign up as an individual or as a group of performers. 
You can also create a video of your lip sync to be reviewed 
before the fundraiser. You need to sign up and give your song 
information by Wednesday, January 22. This fellowship event 
earns support toward the annual summer mission trip.

High School + Middle School

Bible Classes
Grades 1-3 —  
How Great Thou Art Studio 

Grades 4-5 —  
Museum of Biblical History

Scripture Memory 
The LORD is my light, and he saves me.  

Why should I fear anyone?  
The LORD is my place of safety.  

Why should I be afraid? 
Psalm 27:1 NIrV 

Valentines for Seniors  
Our children will be making valentines for the Family Service 
Club to distribute to Senior Citizens throughout Ventura 
County. All are invited to come out to the playground and join 
in the fun! 

Mark Your Calendars for VBS!
This year’s Vacation Bible 
School will run Monday, June 
15 through Thursday, June 
18 from 9am through noon. 
It is designed for students 
entering kindergarten 
through fifth grade.

The theme this year is “Rocky 
Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us 
Through.” Please mark your 
calendars and make plans to 
be a part of this memorable 
week. 

Children’s Ministry



Attendance
+ Giving

January 5 Giving $10,265

Weekly Giving Average 10,265

Weekly Giving Budget $12,995

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,413,526

Wall Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCIES: Holly Chambers 
(April)
ENGAGEMENT: Eric Rogers and 
Shannon Markiewicz 
MEDICAL: Jenna Sepulveda 
(sister of John Downey) – 
recovering from removal of 
cancer in her neck; tests indicate 
that the cancer hasn’t spread
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) –Dede is now cancer free!
Robin Brown (former member) – 
cancer free following treatments 
for breast cancer!

THOSE GRIEVING
Darlene Rivas – loss of father, 
Harry Hodges 
George de Bruyn – loss of 
mother, Veronica de Bruyn 
Kipp Landis – loss of mother, 
Jacquelyn Landis
Neil Socquet – loss of brothers, 
Scott and Ben, in helicopter 
accident
Linda Jameson (mother of Neil 
Socquet) – loss of her sister, Patti, 
and two of her sons, Scott and 
Ben
Carol McNutt – loss of sister, 
Judy Erickson
Heather Phillips – loss of father, 
Dick Williams
Gunderson family – loss of 
Miriam Gunderson
Char Hurley – loss of father, Dale 
DeForest
Sandy Stivers – loss of mother, 
Nadine Tiner McBee 

Grace Price – loss of brother, 
Mark Poblete
Alexis Lasiter – loss of mother, 
Mary Bell

FIGHTING CANCER
Amy (friend of Maribel Guevara) 
–  recently diagnosed with cancer; 
surgery scheduled for 1/14/20
Jenna Sepulveda (sister of John 
Downey) – metastatic thyroid 
cancer
Clifton Tuggle (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – prostate cancer
Michael Smith (friend of Coupe 
family) – 4-year-old diagnosed 
with neuroblastoma
Shirley Moore (mother of Nicole 
Montanez) – leukemia
Ted McAllister (former member) 
Stem-cell treatment starting on 
1/17/20
Taneisha Schuman (friend of 
Buzz Guilbault) – diagnosed with 
stage IV cancer
James Wooley (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – bone cancer
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Ryan Lohoff (Julia Chesson’s 
dance teacher) – stage IV brain 
cancer
Joella Michael – recovery 
following mucosal melanoma 
treatments
Yashica Budde’s friend, Ruth – 
final stages of cancer
Dana Sheehan (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – undergoing new round of 
chemo

Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (Yashica Budde’s 
cousin) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Nicole Montanez – recently 
diagnosed with Lupus 
Claudia deBruyn – recovering 
from surgery to remove a nerve 
sheath tumor on thoracic spine
Pat Tudor – gained better 
understanding cell damaging 
kidneys; learned of non-chemo 
treatment option at Mayo Clinic
David and Allegro Rankin (uncle 
and aunt of Daelan Blankfein) – 
continuing physical therapy 
Adria Ballard – back surgery 
during holiday break
Sarah Ballard – relief from 
chronic back pain
Sarah Ballard’s mom, Becky, 
facing multiple back and shoulder 
surgeries for chronic pain and 
unknown node in lung
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments
Kathy Cocke – pulmonary 
fibrosis, pulmonary hypertension
Margie Caldwell – heart issues
Sam Audenino – recovery from 
bicycle accident
Harriet Nutter (Daphne Green’s 
mother) – recently fell and injured 
knee; struggling with depression 
and loneliness
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength

Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Mary McQuillan (Kay Falletta’s 
sister) – Parkinson’s disease
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – serving in the Navy 
in Camp Lejuene, NC 
Bobby Blackburn – serving in the 
Navy in Pensacola, FL
Micah Smith – serving in the 
Army Rangers
Derek Willis (Tim Willis’ nephew) 
– serving in PA in the Army 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
San Diego with the Navy

MISSION EFFORTS
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Charles & Darlene Coulston – 
mission work in Kenya
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa
Ryan Campbell – mission work in 
Philippines

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

January 5 Attendance

8:00 Service   62

10:45 Service 121

Total Attendance 183

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

OFFICE
31225 La Baya Drive #214
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Stu Warford, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard / Kathia King
Office Managers
(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org


