
Today 
8:50am	 Coffee / Donut Fellowship
9:00am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:15am	 Worship Service
11:30am	 College / Young Adults 

field trip to the “White 
House”

3:00pm	 Mission TEAM Meeting…
Deadline to RSVP for trip

This Week
Feb 17	 Women’s Bible Study
Feb 18	 Guys’ Group
Feb 19	 REFRESH
Feb 19	 Hungry / Thirsty at Walls’
Feb 20	 Small Group at Fosters’
Feb 22	 Church Family Ski Day

Upcoming Events
Feb 23	 Baby Shower for Holly 

Chambers
March 1	 40 Day Spiritual 

Adventure begins
Mar 6-8	 Women’s Retreat
Mar 8	 Swishin’ For a Mission
Mar 15	 Mission Team Meeting

Welcome and Response
Please fill out a Welcome Card 
located beneath the chair in front of 
you. Let us know if there are ways 
that the ministry team can pray for 
you or those you love.

February 16, 2020

Welcome!
We are so glad you are here!  

We pray that you will encounter 
God as you worship with us.

View From The Office
By Rene Heard
So often, the ministry staff goes through routine weekly tasks taking care of responsibilities 
for the coming Sunday: recruiting volunteers for various roles, paying bills, preparing 
booklets of various kinds, preparing classes, writing articles, preparing sermons. The 
past 10 days have been anything but routine. Yes, the weekly tasks had to be done: we 
needed a sermon, teachers for classes, an order of worship, bulletins, projection materials 
prepared, volunteers for various roles, and praise team books. But there was something 
else to do. Something else that deeply affected our church family. 

From the initial call that baby Maelyn was in the hospital until her final breath, there was 
an atmosphere of love, hope, and support. Prayers for a miracle. Cries of pain. Ministers 
present. Older moms for Erin. Hugs. Prayers. As the evening progressed, word was sent to 
the congregation requesting prayers. Texts exploded. Waiting rooms filled. People spilled 
into the hall. Elders and wives. Words of comfort. Hugs. Young moms. Prayers and more 
prayers. Cries. Hugs. Numbness. Aches. Tears. Group prayers. Silent prayers. Tears. Hugs 
of support. Infant blessing. Songs sung around Maelyn.

Silas and Erin were not alone as they released their baby from this world; they were 
surrounded by many from their church family. Erin and Silas were not alone when they 
left the hospital; they went home with Chris and Sandy while other church members led by 
Tami worked to put away Maelyn’s toys, clothes, and equipment. Silas and Erin were not 
alone on Sunday at church; people walked with them, surrounded them during a pastoral 
prayer of lament and hope, hugged them, and supported them. Erin and Silas were not 
alone at Pierce Brothers as they walked through every parent’s nightmare of managing 
details for a child’s burial. Thank you, church, for walking with the heartbroken.

As the week went on, the extended church family wanted to know how they could help. 
Paula came daily to the office and delegated leaders to manage the groups of volunteers 
so that church members could help without everything being routed through the office. 
Thank you, Paula, for serving in my life last week the way Jethro served Moses when he was 
overwhelmed with community organizational tasks. Thank you, Claudia, Carrie, Kemba, 
and Susan, for taking on the role of leading in various areas for the memorial. Thank you, 
volunteers (too many to name individually), for preparing food, decorating the foyer and 
stage areas, creating purple “remember Maelyn” ribbons, and speaking words of love and 
hope while sharing joyful stories about sweet Maelyn at the memorial service. Thank you, 
members of the Camarillo church, for providing childcare so that Conejo teens and adults 
could be present for the memorial service. 

Sometimes, it is in life’s most difficult and devastating moments that we see God’s beauty 
and work most clearly. As I write this on Monday afternoon following the memorial service 
for Conejo’s precious Maelyn, I am humbled by the amazing view we’ve had of God’s work 
and tender care through this church from the vantage point of the church office. The 
beauty of love, tender care, grief, hope, and help were born from a place of gut-wrenching 
agony, deep questions, and unbelievable pain. Thank you, God, for meeting us in times 
of grief. Thank you for gifting each of us differently so that we can, as your body, help the 
hurting; support one another; and share our questions, anger, fears, and frustrations with 
you. Please help us continually to seek you and to encourage one another as we walk this 
journey together with the Opdahl family.



What’s Happening at Conejo
Winter Adult Education

Our winter adult education program currently provides:  

The Auditorium class is studying the “Traits of a Healthy 
Church.” In connection with the Growing Young Survey 
we are participating in this quarter, our adult education 
program will focus on six findings from recent research 
describing the traits of a healthy church.  Through this 
series, we hope to highlight where we are doing well, and 
focus on how we can improve during 2020.

The Growing Families class is diving into the book 
Sticky Faith. The book explores “best practices that can 
set young people on a trajectory of lifelong faith and 
service” and presents strategies to “show parents how to 
actively encourage their children’s spiritual growth so that 
it will stick to them into adulthood and empower them to 
develop a living, lasting faith.” Come join us in lifting each 
other up as we strive to be godly parents and develop 
deeper faith within our families.

College Students and Young Adults (at 11:45am)— 
field trip! Since Jack is in Oregon celebrating his mom’s 
97th birthday and Tami is hosting a shower in Malibu, the 
college student / young adult group is invited to lunch at 
the “White House” (29410 Promontory Place, Agoura Hills).

Diaper a Baby Drive Concludes Today
Today concludes our Diaper Drive. We collected many boxes 
of size 5/6 diapers. This particular size is especially in demand 
as fewer come in a box and they cost more.  We are partnering 
with Shelter Care Resources (a non-profit 501 c3). They provide 
support to foster families.  

Church Family Ski Day / February 22
While this began as a youth family 
event, we would like to invite any 
and all Conejo members to a ski day 
Saturday, February 22. We will be 
skiing at the Snow Valley Mountain 
Resort in Running Springs, CA. This 
will be an all-day event with an early 
departure of 5am from Conejo 
and an after-dinner return time of 
around 8pm. The cost will range 
from $45 to $78 per person to ski, 
depending on your activity and if 
you rent equipment from Snow 
Valley. Those going should pack a 
lunch or bring money for food at 
Snow Valley. Skiers/snowboarders 
who are beginners (all who will be 
taking lessons or have gone skiing only a few times) should 
have a parent/guardian with them.

Baby Shower for Holly Chambers / February 23
We would like to invite the ladies of the 
congregation to come celebrate Holly 
Chambers as she’s expecting their 
baby girl in April! The baby shower 
will be held on February 23 from 
2pm-4pm at the home of the Rockeys 
224 Ravencrest Ct, Newbury Park, 
CA 91320. They are registered at Buy 
Buy Baby and Target. RSVP to Bonnie 
Rockey (805) 827-9640. 

Tuesday Night Men’s Group
All men are invited to the Men’s Group on Tuesdays at 7pm at 
the building to discuss Reggie White’s book, In the Trenches.

Date Night Gratitude
Our recent Date Night series was a great success thanks to the 
small army of folks who so generously gave of their time and 
energy to the effort. A team of eight amazingly helpful teens 
played games, and enriched friendships while caring for the 
kids present so parents could enjoy their dates. Penny White 
supervised the childcare time. Lisa Scott took the lead on the 
wonderful dinners we shared. Thank you!  

Women’s Retreat 2020

Registration for the Conejo Women’s retreat is open! All 
women of the congregation are encouraged to join us as 
we take time away from our schedules to Rest so that we 
can then Rise with the Lord and Soar with our sisters.

Connie Horton will be our keynote speaker as we return 
to the Murrieta Hot Springs Christian Conference Center 
on the weekend of March 6-8. Early-bird registration will 
be $170 per person; that fee rises to $185 after February 
14. The last day to register is February 20. Full and partial 
scholarships are available.

If you have questions or would like to volunteer to help 
with the retreat, contact any of the women on the planning 
committee: Paula Marrs, Tammy Ditmore, Susan Pratt, 
Bonnie Rockey, Melissa Foster, or Lynn Burke.



REFRESH 
From 6:30pm to 8pm weekly during the school year, the entire 
youth group is encouraged to gather at the church building to 
reconnect and encourage each other in the middle of the week. 
Bring your own meals and meet for dinner at 6:30. At 7pm, we 
have a variety of activities focused on building community and 
studying God’s Word. Come, connect, and be refreshed!

2020 Summer Mission Trip TEAM Meeting / 3pm
TODAY at 3pm, all who have RSVP’d to go on the 2020 mission 
to Mexico will have a mission trip team meeting. We will meet 
at the church building to discuss this year’s theme and plans for 
working together in Tijuana. 

2020 Mission Trip
For our 2020 
summer mission 
trip, we will once 
again partner 
with Amor 
ministries to 
build homes for 
families in Tijuana. The families are connected to local pastors 
who are reaching out to them. The trip will be from June 21-26 
and anyone who plans to participate must officially RSVP by 
TODAY, February 16. It is important to hold to this deadline so 
that we can build our mission teams and plan our fundraising 
for the trip. If you do not have a passport, please begin the 
process to obtain a passport card now. 

Swishin’ for a Mission Fundraiser / March 8
Mark your calendars 
for Sunday 
afternoon, March 
8, from 2-4:30pm. 
At Pepperdine’s 
Firestone Fieldhouse, 
we will be hosting 
a 3 on 3 basketball 
tournament, free-
throw contest, and 
a knock-out contest. Come support the Conejo Valley mission 

team and help us raise money 
for a great cause! Each team of 
three must include at least one 
person 16 or under. If you don’t 
have a team, come anyway and 
we will try to put you on one! You 
can also enter the free-throw 
and knock-out contests as an 
individual. If you don’t want to 
play, come support and watch…
there will be goodies to eat! 
Think outside of Conejo and 
invite your friends, neighbors, 
and coworkers. What a great 
way to introduce our friends and 
neighbors to our church family!

High School + Middle School

Bible Classes
Each week, there are wonderful classes for children (nursery 
through fifth grade). Bring your children to this rich time of 
building friendships and community while learning about God’s 
work among his creation throughout history.

This week’s grade school classes are as follows: 
Grades 1-3 — Matters of Faith Lab 
Grades 4-5 — Let There Be Light Theatre

Mark Your Calendars for VBS!
This year’s Vacation Bible School 
will run Monday, June 15 through 
Thursday, June 18 from 9am 
through noon. It is designed for 
students entering kindergarten 
through fifth grade.

The theme this year is “Rocky 
Railway: Jesus’ Power Pulls Us 
Through.” Please mark your 
calendars and make plans to be a 
part of this memorable week.

 

Scripture Memory 
The LORD is my light, and he saves me.  
   Why should I fear anyone?  
The LORD is my place of safety.  
   Why should I be afraid? 
Psalm 27:1 NIrV 

Fun Times in Childcare During Date Night Series
Date Night was a Win, Win, Win!

	 •  Parents had time together to catch their breath, think 
    about their marriage, and gather tools to improve. 
•  Children had a great time with one another, with fun 
    activities, and were affirmed by interactions with teens.  
•  Teens had an opportunity to get to know some fantastic 
   kids and gain a better  
   understanding of 
   leadership.

Children’s Ministry



Attendance
+ Giving

February 9 Giving $9,498

Weekly Giving Average $10,403

Weekly Giving Budget $12,995

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,432,891

Wall Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCIES: Holly Chambers 
(April)
ENGAGEMENT: Eric Rogers and 
Shannon Markiewicz 

THOSE GRIEVING
Opdahl Family – loss of infant 
daughter, sister, and niece, 
Maelyn
Abby Wilson (former member) – 
loss of sister, Valerie Corbet after 
battle with brain cancer
Heard Family – loss of uncle, 
James Wooley
Darlene Rivas – loss of father, 
Harry Hodges 
George de Bruyn – loss of 
mother, Veronica de Bruyn 
Kipp Landis – loss of mother, 
Jacquelyn Landis
Neil Socquet – loss of brothers, 
Scott and Ben, in helicopter 
accident
Linda Jameson (mother of Neil 
Socquet) – loss of her sister, Patti, 
and two of her sons, Scott and 
Ben
Carol McNutt – loss of sister, 
Judy Erickson
Heather Phillips – loss of father, 
Dick Williams
Char Hurley – loss of father, Dale 
DeForest
Sandy Stivers – loss of mother, 
Nadine Tiner McBee 

FIGHTING CANCER
Amy (friend of Maribel Guevara) –  
recently diagnosed with cancer
Jenna Sepulveda (sister of John 
Downey) – metastatic thyroid 

cancer
Clifton Tuggle (uncle of Rene 
Heard) – prostate cancer
Michael Smith (friend of Coupe 
family) – 4-year-old diagnosed 
with neuroblastoma
Shirley Moore (mother of Nicole 
Montanez) – leukemia
Ted McAllister (former member) 
undergoing stem-cell treatment
Taneisha Schuman (friend of 
Buzz Guilbault) – diagnosed with 
stage IV cancer
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Ryan Lohoff (Julia Chesson’s 
dance teacher) – stage IV brain 
cancer
Joella Michael – recovery 
following mucosal melanoma 
treatments
Yashica Budde’s friend, Ruth – 
final stages of cancer
Dana Sheehan (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – undergoing new round of 
chemo
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (Yashica Budde’s 
cousin) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jackie Nixon (Yashica Budde’s 
aunt) – has recently been rushed 
to the hospital frequently 
Barbara Sanders (Ed’s mother) – 
is wheelchair-bound, recovering 
from a broken leg 
Conejo Elementary Tutoring 
Program
Nicole Montanez – recently 

diagnosed with Lupus 
Pat Tudor – begins new 6-month 
treatment on 2/18
David and Allegro Rankin (uncle 
and aunt of Daelan Blankfein) – 
continuing physical therapy 
Adria Ballard – back surgery 
during holiday break
Sarah Ballard – relief from 
chronic back pain
Sarah Ballard’s mom, Becky, 
facing multiple back and shoulder 
surgeries for chronic pain and 
unknown node in lung
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments
Kathy Cocke – pulmonary 
fibrosis, pulmonary hypertension
Margie Caldwell – heart issues
Sam Audenino – recovery from 
bicycle accident
Harriet Nutter (Daphne Green’s 
mother) – struggling with 
depression and loneliness
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Mary McQuillan (Kay Falletta’s 
sister) – Parkinson’s disease
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – serving in the Navy 
in Camp Lejuene, NC 
Micah Smith – serving in the 
Army Rangers
Derek Willis (Tim Willis’ nephew) 
– serving in PA in the Army 
Michael Warford – stationed in 

San Diego with the Navy

MISSION EFFORTS
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Charles & Darlene Coulston – 
mission work in Kenya
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa
Ryan Campbell – mission work in 
Philippines
Amor Mission Trip 2020 – 
mission team preparation for 
Summer work in Mexico

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

February 9 Attendance

  

Total Attendance 170
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