November 22, 2020

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
virtual worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we worship

together.
Today

10:00am Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat Box

10:15am Virtual Worship Service via
YouTube

11:15am Virtual Lobby via Zoom
4:00pm MS Pod with Travis

Wpcewing Everls

Nov 23 Women's Group (Zoom)

Nov 24  Guys' Group (Zoom)
Dec6 Family Advent
Dec 13  Carols and Candlelight

Birbhdays This Week

Caroline Stephens 11/25
Ella Rockey 11/25
Alyssa Hunnicutt 11/27

Welcowe and Respense

Please call, text, or e-mail the office,
ministers, or elders if there are
ways that the ministry team can
pray for you or those you love.

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Thanksgiving in a Time of COVID?
By Andy Wall

I do, therefore, invite my fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who
are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who
dwelleth in the heavens. And | recommend to them that, while offering up the ascriptions justly
due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence
for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who
have become widows, orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which
we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to
heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may be consistent with the Divine
purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and union.

—Abraham Lincoln, 1863

Can we really do Thanksgiving in a year like 2020, a year that has seen 1.35 million deaths
world-wide due to COVID-19? It's a fair question. Can we give thanks just one week after
California has had to return to the most restrictive tier of the governor’s Blueprint for a
Safer Economy? Can we return thanks in a year in which jobs have been lost, educations
have been disrupted, and lives have been turned upside-down?

Here is a perspective to bear in mind:

® Weshared in Thanksgiving three weeks after the Borderline shootings and the
Woolsey fire in 2018.

®* Weshared in Thanksgiving during the Great Recession of 2008 and 2009, when our
economy lost 8.7 million jobs.

® We shared in Thanksgiving two months after the horrible events of 9/11 changed our
world.

® We have shared in Thanksgiving following the death of people we dearly cherished.

In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln gave his Thanksgiving Proclamation, smack dab in
the middle of the Civil War (see the quote above). He did not mince words about the
painful realities facing the nation. Yet, in the midst of the staggering losses of the Civil
War, the call went out to set aside a day to give thanks and praise to God.

So can we share in Thanksgiving this year? In a word, absolutely! We need to practice
gratitude more than ever! Thanksgiving helps us pause during a year when it's patently
obvious that life is difficult to remember that life is also beautiful. To affirm one is not

to deny the other. In fact, the difficulties of life sharpen the beauties of life. | recently

saw a post that said, “Don’t let your ice cream melt while you're counting someone else’s
sprinkles.” One reason that the season of Thanksgiving is so important is because it
changes our focal point and draws us into gratitude. Thanksgiving is not an attempt to
paper over life's difficulties but to open our eyes to the simple gifts that lie all around us. |
pray you have a blessed Thanksgiving!



What's Happering ab Coneje

@ Armloads of Love

For many years, we've shared Thanksgiving groceries
with our neighbors at Conejo Elementary School. Though
this year is complicated by the pandemic, we believe it

is even more vital to show our neighbors we remember
them and care for them. We will have a drive-by grocery

pickup today at 11:45am. We'll need a number of
masked volunteers to help bag up groceries and stage
them outside on tables for the families as they drive
through the church parking lot.

Thank you, church, for participating once again in

our annual Armloads of Love outreach; thank you for
helping our congregation be a blessing to several of our
neighboring families.

Deeply Rooted: Exploring the Message of Colossians
The concluding verses of Paul's letters can be a grab-bag of
greetings, exhortations, blessings, and tying up loose ends.
Colossians is no exception. Paul introduces the bearer of the
letter, conveys greetings from a variety of missionary co-
workers, and sends salutations to various local gatherings of
believers. He concludes with an invitation to pray for him in
prison and a benediction of grace.

Such final details may seem incidental in light of the weightier
Christ-focused matters Paul discussed earlier in the letter.

Yet the picture that emerges in this closing section is of a
fledgling Christian Church, knit together by faith in Jesus,
dispersed across a hostile empire, comprised of brothers and
sisters in the faith encouraging and exhorting one another

to live the faith. The Christian faith ultimately comes down to
people joined together by faith and hope and love for Christ;
empowered by the Spirit, bound together to display God's New
Creation begun in Jesus’' redemptive death and resurrection
which is bringing together the disunited peoples of the earth
into God's family.

Many Mansions Holiday Gift Program

Thank you for your response to last week’s plea. Many of you
signed up to buy gifts for children from Many Mansions. There
are still a few children whose names have not been selected
from the Many Mansions gift list. If you have not yet done so,
please consider signing up at https://www.signupgenius.com/
g0/10c0d4dadab2daafbc70-many or go to Sign up Genius on
the Many Mansions website. This has been a tough year for
Many Mansions to solicit donations so we've been invited to
step up as a good neighbor. We have been given the OK to
post this need on Nextdoor, so please feel free to list it on
your neighborhood sites as a charity need. Many of the kids
(especially older ones) have requested gift cards, which are very
easy to shop for. Gifts must be turned in by December 3rd, so
the clock is ticking. If anyone has difficulty getting to the drop
off point options, contact Suzanne Reynolds at (310) 266-9734

to set up delivery of the gifts. Feel free to contact Kellie Van Atta
at vanattakellie@gmail.com or Heather McLeod at HeatherM@
manymansions.org if you have any questions.

Carols and Candlelight / December 13
This special service which . -
features the singing of
favorite holiday carols,
the reading of the birth
of Christ narratives, and
the renewing experience
of the wonder of Christ’s
radiant coming as we
share in the lighting of
candles has come to be
one of Conejo’s favorite
annual traditions.
Because of the recent
uptick in COVID cases,
our plan is to have this
service in the backyard at the church building. We invite you
to mark your calendars and join with the Conejo church family
on December 13 to participate in celebrating the light of God
entering the world through the infant Christ. Watch for details
about the specifics in future issues of Family News, on the
church website, or through e-mail notifications.

Helping Hands Community Food Pantry

We have a wonderful opportunity to partner with the local
Messianic Synagogue (Beth Emunah) in a service project to
reach out to the hungry families in the Conejo Valley. The
Helping Hands Community Food Pantry hands out food
donated from local markets through the program Food Share
- Ventura County to more than 150 people (50 families) in need
each week. From 12 to 1pm every Wednesday, the pantry
distributes food to anyone in the community who needs it.

Volunteers are very much needed to help with pantry food
pickup. Each Wednesday volunteers go to seven stores and
collect food. Then, the volunteers go to the synagogue (at
5312 Derry Ave N, Agoura Hills, CA 91301) and sort the food
by food groups. At noon, the food is distributed. The pantry is
growing steadily with new families added weekly. Please pray
for the team as many are battling physical ailments. If you
would like to help, please email the pantry at HelpingHands@

bethemunah.org.



High Scheel + Widdle Scheel

Youth Group Pods

This fall, our youth group meets in pods. Pods are small
groups that meet indoors with masks or outdoors during the
pandemic. PLEASE NOTE A CHANGE: Due to recent restrictions
on indoor gatherings becoming more loose, we will combine
both of the high school pods into one that will meet weekly on
Wednesday nights at the church building starting this week.

Please help our middle school and high school students stay
connected by encouraging them to attend a pod regularly.

Middle School Pod

Pod Leader(s) - Travis & Amy Moore

When - Sunday Nights from 4-5:30pm

Where - 12904 Sleepy Wind St., Moorpark, CA 93021

Combined High School Pod

Pod Leader - Travis Moore

When - Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm

Where - CVCC Backyard (2525 E. Hillcrest Dr. Thousand Oaks,
CA 91362)

"Over It"” Devotional Thought
The power of forgiveness changes not only others, but also
ourselves...

There may be times in your life when you have to make
tough decisions about who you spend time with. There may
be relationships that bring you more harm than good. That's
when we need wisdom. What is wisdom? It's the ability to
know the right thing to do, and that only comes from God. As
we are learning to forgive and love others, we have to listen
to wise advice. If there is a relationship that isn't good for you,

you need wisdom not only to forgive, but also to make better
choices about that relationship in the future. Is there a wise
person in your life? Preferably, this is an older mentor or friend
that has some life experience under their belt and not just

the opinion of one of your closest peers. Both would be good
to talk to, but some of the things we need to hear most come
from someone who is looking at our situation from the outside.
Make a point to talk with them this week about how you can
make wise choices in your relationships.

“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach
and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.

Colossians 3:16

Save the Date - Extravagodyssey 2020 Edition

Please mark your calendars for Friday, December 18th!
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the Conejo Valley Youth
Group will celebrate this year's Extravagodyssey without other
youth groups that normally join us. However, that won't stop us
from putting a positive mark on the end of a difficult year. Stay
tuned as we continue to make plans, keeping in mind the new
restrictions on gathering in doors. More details coming soon!

“Onward"” Backyard Movie Night

Childrens Winistyy

Family Advent Experience / December 6

Join us for the Family
Advent Experience, “Do
Not Be Afraid” on the
evening of December 6.
Families will experience the
story of the birth of Jesus
through a walk-through
journey of five stations
featuring a storyteller

in period costume and

a Bible times setting.

Each family will receive

a gift designed to help
remember Jesus throughout the Christmas season. We will
also offer an opportunity to share hot chocolate and cookies
outside. (Families may alternatively choose prepackaged‘to go
refreshments to enjoy at home.)

(RSVP via google sheets or text Penny at (818) 857-
6213.)

“Do Not Be Afraid”

U

Scripture Memory

| lift my eyes to the hills
Where does my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord,
The Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip
He who watches over you will not slumber;
Indeed, he who watches over Israel
Will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord watches over you
The Lord is your shade at your right hand;
The sun will not harm you by day,
Nor the moon by night.
The Lord will keep you from all harm
He will watch over your life;
The Lord will watch over your coming and going
both now and forevermore.

Psalm 121



PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Sarah Jane Norris
(March)

NEW MEMBERS: Arlene Leedy,
Lynn Nasca

THOSE GRIEVING

Guy Patenaude - loss of aunt,
Chris De La Rosa

Burch and Long families - loss
of Jack Burch

Maribel Guevara - |oss of
nephew, Julian Hernandez

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandfather, Steve Eckstein

Tim Horton - |oss of brother-in-
law, John Lamm

Andy Caldwell - loss of mother,
Margie Caldwell

Bob Falletta - loss of mother, Ida
Falletta

Kathy Cocke - loss of brother,
Alan Burgner

Kay Falletta - loss of sister, Mary
McQuillan

Rick Marrs - loss of mother,
Vivian Marrs

Jack Williamson - loss of mother,
Melva Williamson

Erin Opdahl - loss of infant
daughter, Maelyn; loss of
husband, Silas

Darlene Rivas - loss of father,
Harry Hodges

George de Bruyn - |loss of
mother, Veronica de Bruyn

Neil Socquet - loss of brothers,
Scott and Ben

FIGHTING CANCER
Marilyn Aurand - neuro-
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endocrine cancer; undergoing
radiation then chemotherapy
treatments

Carlos Hermandez (uncle of
Maribel Guevara) - diagnosed
with inoperable cancer

Nan Fox (aunt of Matt Joyner) -
undergoing chemotherapy
Joella Michael - mucosal
melanoma in liver and

lymph node; undergoing
immunotherapy

Shera Miner (mother of Rachel
Miner) - new treatments for
aggressive cancer

Barbara Sanders (mother of Ed
Sanders) - colon cancer

Deb Schultz (neighbor of
Christina Eng) - stage IV breast
cancer; undergoing chemo

Ted McAllister (former member)
- chemo following successful
stem cell transplant

Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law
of Darlene Rivas) - multiple
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis
lesha Moreno (niece of Mike
Rivas) - on hospice care with
stomach cancer

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa
Scott) - stage IV cancer

Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS

Stu Hardman - (former member)
- at Los Robles; fighting bacterial
infections and sepsis

Kathy Cocke - recovering at

November 15 Attendance

Online Service

On-Site Service

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King

Worship & Media Manager ~ Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore

(520) 591-8246 cell

Youth & Family Minister

travis.moore926@gmail.com

home from acute respiratory
failure and pneumonia
Martha Condley (daughter
of Janie Condley) - recently
diagnosed with lupus

Billy Bacca (uncle of Katie
Charles) - recovering at home
from pneumonia; receiving 24-
hour care

Scheri Lamm (sister of Tim
Horton) - improving following
hospitalization with blood clots;
grieving loss of husband

Natalie Ditmore (daughter-
in-law of Michael and Tammy
Ditmore) - for a safe and healthy
delivery; due on November 29

Sara Hodges (mother of Darlene
Rivas) - navigating serious health
issues; grieving loss of husband

Linemen and firefighters as
they work to serve the community
during extreme conditions

Teachers, students, parents,
and administrators during this
unusual academic year

Healing, peace, and justice in our
nation and communities

Researchers, doctors, nurses,
and patients battling COVID-19

Mildred Eckstein (grandmother
of Matt Joyner) - recovering from
COVID-19; grieving loss of her
husband

Roscoe Marrs (father of Rick
Marrs) - recently suffered mild
heart attack; grieving loss of wife
Pat Tudor - relapse occurring;
pray for wisdom and guidance in
determining next steps to take
Marilyn Aurand - spinal stenosis
Darlene Fielder (mother of

Tammy Ditmore) - recent stroke

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis

Lani Shearn (sister of Joy
Rhoades) - inoperable brain
tumor; also, for Lani's husband,
Steve, as he cares for her

Ashlyn Thomas - continued
health issues; pray for answers
and successful treatments

Sarah and Adria Ballard - relief
from chronic pain

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression and
loneliness

Betty Brown - pain relief,
healing, and regaining of strength

Carol McNutt - neuropathy

Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus
and Julia) - ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner - mission work
in Albania

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia
Ryan Campbell - mission work in
Philippines

Charles & Darlene Coulston -
mission work in Kenya

Megan Randolph - teaching
in Thailand

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI with
the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

November 15 Giving $8,381

98 Weekly Giving Average $12,697
48 Weekly Giving Budget $12,812
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,563,023
Property Settlement $225,000
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