
Today 
10:00am	 Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 

YouTube Chat Box
10:15am	 Virtual Worship Service via 

YouTube
11:15am	 Virtual Lobby via Zoom
4:00pm	 MS Pod with Travis Moore

Upcoming Events 
Jan 5	 Guys’ Group (Zoom)
Jan 6 	 Hungry / Thirsty Group 

(Zoom)
Jan 6	 High School Pod 
Jan 7	 TO Life Group
Jan 17	 Start of Resilience Class
Feb 20	 Drive-Through Baby 

Shower Sarah Jane Norris

Birthdays This Week
Daelan Blankfein		  1/1
Jaggar Begin		  1/2  
Emersyn Starkey		  1/2  
George de Bruyn		  1/5 
Rob West			  1/7 
Wyatt Daringer		  1/9 

Welcome and Response
Please call, text, or e-mail the office, 
ministers, or elders if there are 
ways that the ministry team can 
pray for you or those you love.

January 3, 2021

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 

virtual worship. We pray you will 
encounter God as we worship 

together.

A Grateful Resolution
By Andy Wall

Happy new year! First of all, I have no significant predictions to offer for the next twelve 
months; 2020 cured me of that! Second, I invite you to consider a disposition you can 
cultivate that I (ahem!) predict could make a big difference for your life this coming year. 
That disposition is gratitude and, like a muscle, it can either be developed with regular 
usage or atrophy with neglect. So here are 21 ways you can nurture gratitude in 2021, 
adapted and expanded from the Good Deeds Day blog (9/17/20 post). 

1.	 Keep a gratitude journal. If pen and paper isn’t your thing, set aside some time in the 
 	 day to reflect on good things that happened.

2.	 Appreciate the simple and profound wonders of nature when you’re outside.

3.	 Verbalize your appreciation for small gestures of kindness in your family.  

4.	 Think about what lessons you can take away from stressful situations instead of 
	 solely focusing on your stress.

5.	 Create a gratitude collage with pictures of people, places, and things you’re grateful 
	 to have in your life.

6.	 Write a positive review for a business that recently gave you a great experience.

7.	 Challenge yourself to minimize complaining and criticizing for a short period and 
	 reflect on how much energy you put towards these feelings.

8.	 Identify at least one positive thing that you appreciate or can learn when you’re faced 
	 with a seemingly bad situation.

9.	 Offer a genuine “thank you” to store clerks, medical personnel, and restaurant staff 
	 for the services they provide.

10.	 Meditate on and give thanks for things you’re grateful to have in your life.

11.	 Write thank you notes or emails to people you appreciate.

12.	 Work on a hobby that interests you. When you feel happier, you feel more grateful. 

13.	 Reflect on people or things you’re thankful for while you’re preparing to leave work. 

14.	 Sing or hum along with songs of praise to God as you drive. 

15.	 Think about something or someone you’re thankful for right when you wake up.

16.	 Keep a simple gratitude list and add to it every day.

17.	 Post on social media about something you’re #grateful for. 

18.	 Set a reminder for yourself on your phone to pause and think of something you’re 
	 grateful for in that moment.

19.	 Refrain from gossiping or speaking negatively about other people.

20.	 Take time to think about all of the people that made your meal possible the next 
	 time you cook or sit down to eat.

21.	 Integrate the worship of the Lord as a regular practice in your week. 

Practicing gratitude is both faith wisdom and practical life advice. Whatever this new year 
brings, may you grow as a truly grateful person. 



What’s Happening at Conejo
Walking Together In Hope

For the month of January, we’ll be sharing in a four 
part sermon series titled “Walking Together in Hope,” 
challenging us to more fully embrace our communal 
calling to worship, serve, and live as a Christian family 
in the world. In week one, we’ll explore living gratefully 
in the face of the dichotomy “life is difficult, life is 
beautiful.” 

Christian author Kathleen Norris notes, “Praise does not 
spring from delusion that things are better than they 
are, but rather from the human capacity for joy.” This 
truth can be seen throughout the psalms and stories 
of Scripture. God’s people have always lived by faith 
through difficult times, alert for the greater realities 
of God’s grace, promises, renewing power, and caring 
community. In the midst of trying times, God’s people 
have learned to practice gratitude for God’s ever-
present gifts, without pretending that all is hunky-dory. 
Gratitude grounds us in the heart of the biblical story of 
God’s good creation, restorative grace, redeeming Savior, 
and good plans for the future. 

Hard Pressed but Not Crushed: A Class on 
Resilience in Challenging Times
This LONG season of the pandemic has brought many 
challenges to the world. Our Conejo community has certainly 
not been exempt. How can our faith, our church family, and our 
practices sustain us? Throughout history, God’s people have 
endured many trials, remained faithful, and allowed their faith 
to provide an anchor. How can we do that? This very practical 
class will include some instruction and some discussion as we 
encourage each other in resilience. Led by Conejo’s own Connie 
Horton, the class will begin via Zoom on Sunday, January 17, 
at 4pm. Look for the link in our weekly communiqué with 
Sunday’s worship links. 

RESILIENCE

Worship Participant Thank You and Request
A huge thank you to everyone who has helped with the pre-
recorded memory work, readings, communion thoughts, and 
prayers throughout the majority of 2020. We are all so eager 
to see one another again! It is a joy each week to see members 
of our church family sharing words from God, words about 
God’s work, and words of praise and petition to God. We know 
it takes extra time and technology to prepare and prerecord 
these segments, so please accept our heartfelt thanks for 
sharing your time and heart with your church family as we 
meet virtually.

As we start 2021, we want to make sure that we are not 
overlooking any willing worship participants as we prepare 
weekly. Several of you have already filled out the Google form 
which was e-mailed to you from “Church Office” on Wednesday, 
December 30. If you have not already done so, please take a 
few minutes to fill out our 2021 Abbreviated “Let Me Serve” 
Google form. Thank you!

Service Outreach Opportunities 
There are many opportunities to help and encourage others 
in the neighborhood and nearby community. Please click the 
links below or see the Service Opportunities spotlight item on 
the homepage of the CVCC website for details about how to 
participate in the following ongoing or upcoming community 
outreach efforts.

Helping Hands Food Distribution 

The Conejo members who are participating in this outreach 
encourage you to join the effort. More helpers are needed with 
helpinghands@bethemunah.org (Food Share) on Wednesday’s 
from 11am to 2pm.  Please contact Lou.

Conejo Elementary Tutoring Program 

There is much that is unknown as we move toward the spring 
semester. Please give some thought to participating in Zoom 
remote-tutoring for the students at Conejo Elementary School 
in early 2021. Please contact Rob West either through phone 
(805) 990-9063 or email robbie1138@gmail.com if you are 
interested in participating as a remote tutor for some of the 
neighborhood children.

Current Small Groups at Conejo
Several of our small groups gather via Zoom to share in life, to 
study the Word, to check in with each other, and to encourage 
and pray for one another. Those not meeting virtually meet in 
an outdoor and/or socially distanced setting. 

Virtual Resilience Class on Sundays with Connie at 4pm
MS Pod on Sundays with Travis at 4pm 
Virtual Monday Night Women’s Bible Study at 7pm (resumes  
soon)
Virtual Tuesday Night Guys’ Group at 7pm
HS Pod on Wednesdays with Travis at 6pm 
Virtual Hungry/Thirsty Group on Wednesdays at 6:45pm
TO Thursday Night Group with Fosters at TO parks at 7pm

https://forms.gle/sZ7KoAw1RHHGr44W9
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Service-Opportunities-MMansions2.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Service-Opportunities-Helping-Hands-Food2.pdf
mailto:helpinghands%40bethemunah.org?subject=
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Service-Opportunities-CES-Tutoring2.pdf
mailto:robbie1138%40gmail.com?subject=


Youth Group Pods 
The youth group is meeting weekly in “pods.” We are prayerful 
that this format will better meet our needs for building 
relationships. Pods are small groups that meet outdoors, 
keeping in accordance with state safety protocols and our 
youth group wellness policy. Please help our middle school and 
high school students stay connected by attending a pod.

Middle School Pod – Sunday Nights from 4:00-5:30pm  
Pod Leaders – Travis & Amy Moore 
Location – 12904 Sleepy Wind St., Moorpark, CA 93021

High School Pod – Wednesday Nights from 6:00-7:30pm  
Pod Leader – Travis Moore 
Location – Conejo Valley Church Backyard (2525 E. Hillcrest Dr., 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362)

“Over It” Devotional Thought
The power of forgiveness changes not only others, but also 
ourselves... 
Have you ever been able to forgive someone before they 
apologized? That takes a huge amount of strength! And it’s 
exactly what Christ did for us. He loved us so much that He 
didn’t even wait for us to get it right or have it all together. As a 
matter of fact, He died to give us His best even when we’re at 
our worst. His love made the first move! Who in your life could 
use that message of unconditional love and forgiveness? Talk to 
them about how you’ve experienced God’s forgiveness in your 
life this week. 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.”         Romans 5:8

Hopes, Dreams, and Direction for 2021

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry



Attendance
+ Giving

December 20 & 27 Giving $17,795

Weekly Giving Average $13,144

 Weekly Giving Budget $12,812

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,568,446

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Sarah Jane Norris 
(March) 
BIRTH: Frederick Dean Ditmore 
was born on December 5 to Tyler 
and Cubbie Ditmore 
Darlene Fielder (mother of 
Tammy Ditmore) – improved from 
COVID; now out of isolation in 
memory care unit

THOSE GRIEVING
Joy Rhoades – loss of sister, Lani 
Shearn
Mike Rivas – loss of niece, Iesha 
Moreno 
Guy Patenaude – loss of aunt, 
Chris De La Rosa
Maribel Guevara – loss of 
nephew, Julian Hernandez
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandfather, Steve Eckstein
Tim Horton – loss of brother-in-
law, John Lamm
Andy Caldwell – loss of mother, 
Margie Caldwell
Bob Falletta – loss of mother, Ida 
Falletta
Kathy Cocke – loss of brother, 
Alan Burgner
Kay Falletta – loss of sister, Mary 
McQuillan
Rick Marrs – loss of mother, 
Vivian Marrs
Jack Williamson – loss of mother, 
Melva Williamson 
Erin Opdahl – loss of infant 
daughter, Maelyn; loss of 
husband, Silas  
Darlene Rivas – loss of father, 
Harry Hodges 

George de Bruyn – loss of 
mother, Veronica de Bruyn 
Neil Socquet – loss of brothers, 
Scott and Ben

FIGHTING CANCER
Joella Michael – recovering from 
liver surgery related to mucosal 
melanoma; immunotherapy
Marilyn Aurand – neuro-
endocrine cancer; has completed 
radiation; chemotherapy 
treatments upcoming 
Carlos Hernandez (uncle of 
Maribel Guevara) – diagnosed 
with inoperable cancer 
Nan Fox (aunt of Matt Joyner) – 
undergoing chemotherapy 
Shera Miner (mother of Rachel 
Miner) – aggressive cancer
Barbara Sanders (mother of Ed 
Sanders) – colon cancer
Deb Schultz (neighbor of 
Christina Eng) – stage IV breast 
cancer; undergoing chemo
Ted McAllister (former member) 
– chemo following successful 
stem cell transplant
Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law 
of Darlene Rivas) – multiple 
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis 
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Kathy Cocke – receiving home 
hospice care

Stu Hardman (former member) – 
receiving palliative care following 
stroke, brain infection, and 
possible pneumonia 
Pat Tudor – meeting with team 
regarding stem cell transplant
Roger Dillion (father of 
Jacqueline Dillion-Wiens) – 
suffered recent stroke
Researchers, doctors, nurses, 
and patients battling COVID
Miranda Brawner – recovering 
from COVID; upcoming tests
Betty Brawner (mother of Greg 
Brawner) – hospitalized, COVID
Blake, Sami, and Song Nicholas 
(brother, sister-in-law, and niece 
of Rene Heard) – COVID
Tiqua Lovett (niece of Rene 
Heard) – COVID
Fernando Quintanilla (father 
of Guillermo and Kate [Guevara] 
Quintanilla) – COVID
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Sara Hodges (mother of Darlene 
Rivas) – navigating serious health 
issues
Linemen and firefighters as 
they work to serve the community 
during extreme conditions 
Teachers, students, parents, 
and administrators during this 
unusual academic year
Healing, peace, and justice in 
our nation and communities
Roscoe Marrs (father of Rick 
Marrs) – grieving loss of wife 
Marilyn Aurand – spinal stenosis
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis

Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments  
Sarah and Adria Ballard – relief 
from chronic pain
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression and 
loneliness
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania 
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Ryan Campbell – mission work in 
Philippines
Charles & Darlene Coulston – 
mission work in Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI with  
the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (Tim Willis’ nephew) 
– serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

Attendance

Dec. 20 Online 116

Dec. 27 Online 101

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

OFFICE
31225 La Baya Drive #214
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard	
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King
Office Manager
(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com 

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org


