March 21, 2021

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
virtual worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we worship

Teduy

10:00 am In-person Worship Service

10:00am
10:15am

11:15am
3:30pm

5:00pm

together.

(registration required)

Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat Box

Virtual Worship Service via
YouTube

Virtual Lobby via Zoom

Middle School Pod (on
CVCC playground area)

Outdoor Congregational
Devotional

Wpcewing Everls

Mar 22

Mar 23
Mar 24

Mar 24
Mar 25
Mar 25
Mar 25
Apr 2

Apr 2

Apr 4

Women'’s Bible Study
(Zoom)

Guys' Group (Zoom)

Hungry / Thirsty Group
(Zoom)

High School Pod

Book Club

Conejo Tutoring (Zoom)
T.0. Life Group (Zoom)

Family Good Friday
Experience at building
Virtual Good Friday
Service via YouTube

Easter Sunrise Service in
back yard

Bitbhdays This Week

Jacob Michael 3/22
Matthew Guevara 3/24
Jessica Wall 3/31

Abigail Carstens 3/31

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

For the Person Who Has Everything

Editor’'s Note: The following article, adapted from an essay by minister Matt Soper, invites us
to appreciate the power of the gospel of Christ in broader and deeper ways.

In his book, “The Gospel for the Person Who Has Everything,” Methodist preacher and
scholar William Willimon reflects on what has become the standard Christian testimony,
which goes something like this. “| was miserable, then | found Jesus.” This pattern
hearkens back to influential church leaders in history like Augustine and Martin Luther,
who indeed had dramatic conversion experiences arising out of personal crises. But
Willimon asserts that we short-change the power of the gospel when we insist, in effect,
that people can only come to saving faith in Jesus from personal despair.

“Look at the many ways people are called by God in the Bible. Abraham,
a rich and contented desert sheikh, was out gazing at the stars one
night. Moses was a murderer hiding in the wilderness. Isaiah was

at prayer in the temple. Peter was fishing. The little man in the tree
(Zacchaeus) was curious. Matthew was at the office counting money.
Paul was on a pious errand.”

When we narrow the gospel's ability to transform peoples’ lives by framing it as medicine
for only troubled souls, we inadvertently convince people who don't feel an overt need
that the Christian faith has nothing to say to them (unless they are in crisis).

Willimon notes how much greater credit to the power of the Christian gospel it is for a
person to be able to testify:

“I was happy and fulfilled. Each day was sheer joy to me, and life was a
shower of blessings. Then Jesus showed me how much greater joy life
could be when I rose above the selfish pursuit of my own happiness
and the preoccupation with my own problems. In losing my life for
others and for him and his work, in using my blessings for something
greater than myself, | found my true life.”

In many ways this describes the journey to my baptism into Christ in 1983 at age 20. |
didn’t feel any overt personal need for God; my life was indeed looking very promising.
But what grabbed me about the gospel was Jesus’ call to give myself to something bigger
than myself, to be (re)claimed by God for his purposes. Scripture says that in Christ “we
are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life” (Ephesians 2:10). Did | need to be forgiven of my sins
and saved “through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5)?

Of course. But the gospel spoke even more powerfully to my need and desire to live for
something bigger than myself through a relationship with Jesus. | thank God for the gift
of his Son, who came not just for the desperate but for everyone.



What’s Happening al Coneje

@ Jesus, A Friend of Sinners

This weeks’ message finds Jesus face to face with
another unlikely candidate for God's salvation life: a
chief tax-collector named Zacchaeus. | don't blame

his neighbors for deeming him unworthy: he betrays

his compatriots by working for the occupying Roman
forces, making his living in an occupation notorious for
defrauding poor working people. He's also the chief
tax-collector, a likely index of how effective he was at his
work, enabling him to move up what was undoubtedly a
very crooked ladder.

It won't surprise us to learn that Jesus wants to spend
time with Zacchaeus, and even have table fellowship
with him in his home. It won't surprise us that the
righteous people around Zacchaeus are indignant,
complaining that Jesus “has gone to be the guest of one
who is a sinner.” What may surprise us is Zacchaeus'
response, offering as he does concrete tokens of his
repentance and leading Jesus to confirm that “salvation
has come to this house today."”

Participating in The 40-Day Spiritual Adventure

Our annual 40-Day Spiritual Adventure, also known as the
season of Lent, is a time of heightened intentionality within the
church as we prepare ourselves for the great celebration of
Easter. Each year, we provide suggestions and ideas that you
can choose from to help focus you on your Lenten journey.
Please click this link to see a printable commitment sheet.

In-Person Worship Services

Following the movement of Ventura County to the red tier

of the state of California’s COVID-19 restrictions, we are re-
launching a limited in-person worship starting this Sunday,
March 21 at 10am. At this point, the service will not be live

but simply an opportunity to be together in the auditorium as
we watch the pre-recorded YouTube video. You will also be
able to view the service at home on YouTube, as usual. The
service at the building will include singing with masks as well as
individually wrapped communion.

An RSVP is required and will be first-come, first-served and
limited to 70 people. If you have any health concerns, or if you
have any COVID-19 symptoms, please enjoy the service from
the comfort of your residence. Here are our guidelines for all
who will join us at the building.

1) Masks and temperature scans are required.

2) In the auditorium, please leave 3 empty seats between
households; families with children/teens must stay together
throughout the entire service.

3) Fellowship will take place outside in the upper parking lot
-- please exit the building immediately following the end of the
service and enjoy visiting outside.

4) Bathrooms will be limited to two people at a time and the
drlnklng fountain is not in service.

Service Outreach Opportunities

There are many opportunities to help and encourage others
in the neighborhood and nearby community. Please click the
links below or see the Service Opportunities spotlight item on
the CVCC website for details about how to participate in the
following ongoing or upcoming community outreach efforts.

® Senior Concerns Goods Collection
® Helping Hands Food Distribution
¢ Conejo Elementary Tutoring Program

Congregational Devotionals / Today at 5pm

You're invited to our Sunday evening devotional at 5pm today
in the back yard area. This gathering will include a simple time
of outdoor worship and a brief devotional message by Greg
Brawner, followed by a time of fellowship. Masks and social
distancing protocols will be observed. Please bring lawn chairs
or blankets to sit on. You're welcome to park in the upper
parking lot above the back yard area. Please click here for the
song lyrics for tonight's congregational devotional.

Church of Christ Foundation Scholarships

Conejo members, will you be attending a university or college
affiliated with the Churches of Christ in the Fall of 20217 If so,
we invite you to apply for a scholarship from the Church of
Christ Foundation by visiting www.churchofchristfoundation.
com. Scholarships often range from $1,500 - $2,000 and can
generally be renewed for up to four years. Applications are
due by April 30, 2021. Should you have any questions, please
contact Keith Hinkle at (310)283-5007.

Virtual Good Friday Service
We'll be observing our annual Good
Friday service via YouTube on Friday,
April 2 at 9pm. Make plans to join
together as we remember the story of
Jesus’ journey to the cross as portrayed by various characters
who witnessed these momentous events.

Small Groups Winter / Spring 2021

Several of our small groups gather via Zoom to share in life, to
study the Word, to check in with each other, and to encourage
and pray for one another. Those not meeting virtually meet in
an outdoor and/or socially distanced setting.

MS Pod on Sundays with Travis at 3:30pm

Virtual Monday Night Women'’s Bible Study at 7pm
Virtual Tuesday Night Guys’ Group at 7pm

Virtual “First Fruits” Group at 7pm (first Tuesday of month)
Virtual “Fifth Commandment” Group at 7 (last Tuesday of
month)

HS Pod on Wednesdays with Travis at 6pm

Virtual Hungry/Thirsty Group on Wednesdays at 6:45pm
Virtual Conejo Elementary Tutoring on Thursdays at 6:30pm
Virtual TO Thursday Night Group on Thursdays at 7pm
Virtual Book Club on Thursdays at 7pm (twice per month)


https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Commitment-Sheets-2021-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Senior-Concerns-Pantry-needs.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Service-Opportunities-Helping-Hands-Food2.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Service-Opportunities-CES-Tutoring2.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-03-21-devo.pdf

High Scheol+ Widdle Scheel

Youth Group Pods

The youth group is meeting weekly in small groups, “pods,”
that meet outdoors, keeping in accordance with state safety
protocols and our youth group wellness policy.

Middle School Pod - Sundays from 3:30 to 4:45pm
Pod Leaders - Travis Moore
Location - Conejo Valley Church Children’s Playground Patio

High School Pod - Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30pm
Pod Leaders - Travis Moore
Location - Conejo Valley Church Backyard

Summer Camps—Save the Dates!
We are hopeful and very much looking forward to having
camps this summer. The dates reserved for the camps are:

So Cal Teen Camp: “Tangible”

Sunday, July 11 through Saturday, July 17
King's Kamp: “Run to Win"

Sunday, July 25 through Saturday, July 31

Once registration opens, you will be able to register your child
for Teen Camp at www.socalteencamp.org and for King's Kamp
at www.kingskamp.org. Teen Camp is for students graduating
from grades 8-12th and King's Kamp is for students entering
into grades 4-8th in the fall of 2021.

King's Kamp Counselors Needed: If you are 16 years of age
or older and interested in being a counselor, you may print an
application form from www.kingskamp.org, fill it out and mail
it in or email it to king.skamp.camp@gmail.com. Counselor
applications must be postmarked or emailed by May 1.

"Sorry Not Sorry” Devotional Thought
Ever been wronged, hurt, or held a grudge? Discover what Jesus
says can help you move forward...

Here Paul is talking to people in the church in Ephesus, and |
imagine the people reading the letter thinking...Be Kind? Check.
Forgive? Check. But be tenderhearted? How do you MAKE
yourself tenderhearted toward someone? You can choose to
be kind and choose to forgive. But to feel a certain way toward
someone? That's a lot harder. You just feel the way you feel. It's
kind of out of your control, right? Maybe not as much as you
think. The more you pray for someone and what's going on in
their life, the more likely your heart will be to change toward
them. Today, think of one or two people in your life you do not
have a tender heart toward. Take some time today to pray for
them and ask God to soften your heart toward those people.

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one other, as God
in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

Children’s Ministy

Children’'s Worship Video for March 21
What do the items in the photo have to do with today’s story?
Check out the Children’s Worship Video to find out!
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Family Good Friday Experience, April 2, 2021

Sign up for the Family Good Friday Experience! Families with
children, check your Inbox for the email from Penny with the
link to sign up for a start time. If you have any questions or need
assistance, contact Penny.

Vacation Bible School, June 14-17

Beauty During Difficult Times

It has been a year since we've been together to worship “as
usual.” During that time, Conejo children and their parents
have helped create 7 beautiful Collaborative Psalm Posters.
Through this, our children have illustrated how we can come
together to make beautiful things even during difficult times.

Thank you, kids and parents, for participating! Thank you,
Sandy Stivers, for finishing all the details for this project! As

we return to the building in the future, and see these framed
treasures, let's remember that even though we missed much of
each others' lives during the pandemic, God has been faithful.
He has helped us continually grow, learn, and become more
beautiful together even though we had to be away from each
other for a season.



http://www.socalteencamp.org
http://www.kingskamp.org
http://www.kingskamp.org
mailto:king.skamp.camp%40gmail.com?subject=

PRAISES

The safe arrival of Jasper William
Short, son of Erin Opdahl, born
on February 27

PREGNANCY: Sarah Jane Norris
(March)

Stan and Lorna Thomas and Tim
and Connie Horton celebrate
their coming grandchild

THOSE GRIEVING
Christina Eng - loss of her aunt,
Cathy Littlefield

Sharon Mitchell and family -
loss of mother, Lacreta Scott

Scarberry family - loss of
Frances Scarberry, mother of
Shirley, stepmother of Mark

Joe Cocke - loss of wife, Kathy

Maribel Guevara - loss of uncle,
Carlos Hernandez

Mary Jo Hardman and family -
loss of husband, Stu Hardman

Joy Rhoades - loss of sister, Lani
Shearn

Mike Rivas - loss of niece, lesha
Moreno

Guy Patenaude - loss of aunt,
Chris De La Rosa

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandfather, Steve Eckstein

Tim Horton - loss of brother-in-
law, John Lamm

Andy Caldwell - loss of mother,
Margie Caldwell

Rick Marrs - loss of mother,
Vivian Marrs

FIGHTING CANCER
Joella Michael - recovering from
liver surgery related to mucosal

Attendance
+O)ving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowiselfTo prayer being walchgul and thankful. Colossians 4:2

melanoma; immunotherapy

Marilyn Aurand - neuro-
endocrine cancer; chemotherapy
treatments in process

Nan Fox (aunt of Matt Joyner) -
recently placed on hospice

Karen Kennedy (friend of Lisa
Scott) - Stage IV kidney cancer

Steve Hallman (brother-in-

law of Larry McNutt) - having
difficulty with treatment for rare
melanoma in lungs

Shera Miner (mother of Rachel
Miner) - aggressive cancer

Barbara Sanders (mother of Ed
Sanders) - colon cancer

Ted McAllister (former member)
- chemo following successful
stem cell transplant

Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law

of Darlene Rivas) - multiple
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) -
cardiac issues and leukemia

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa
Scott) - stage IV cancer

Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Scott and Claire Reynolds (son
and daughter-in-law of TJ and
Suzanne Reynolds) - preparing
for birth of their child in March
Pam Isaac - home recovering
after recent hospitalization

Vi Schultz (friend of Christina
Eng) - 91-year-old neighbor
grieving loss of daughter, Debbie

March 14 Attendance

Online Viewing

Evening Devotional

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King

Worship & Media Manager ~ Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore

(520) 591-8246 cell

Youth & Family Minister

travis.moore926@gmail.com

Pat Tudor - working with doctors
regarding immunotherapy
treatment

Eileen Charles (step-mother of
Robert Charles) - suffered recent
stroke

Roger Dillion (father of
Jacqueline Dillion-Wiens) -
suffered recent strokes

Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Sara Hodges (mother of Darlene
Rivas) - navigating serious health
issues

Al Odenath (father of Nick
Odenath) - on hospice dealing
with anxiety and confusion in
memory care unit

Linemen and firefighters as
they work to serve the community
during extreme conditions
Teachers, students, parents,
and administrators during this
unusual academic year
Researchers, doctors, nurses,
and patients battling COVID-19
CVCC FRIENDS WITH COVID-19
Andrea Thomas Carter (friend
of Lisa Scott) - several medical
issues and COVID-19

Healing, peace, and justice in
our nation and communities
Roscoe Marrs (father of Rick
Marrs) - grieving loss of wife
Marilyn Aurand - spinal stenosis
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas - continued
health issues; pray for answers
and successful treatments

Harriet Nutter (mother of

2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Andy Wall

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com jack@conejochurch.org

Daphne Green) - depression and
loneliness

Betty Brown - pain relief,
healing, and regaining of strength

Carol McNutt - neuropathy

Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus
and Julia) - ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Tom Bonner - mission work

in Albania

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia

Ryan Campbell - mission work in
Philippines

Charles & Darlene Coulston -
mission work in Kenya

Megan Randolph - teaching

in Thailand

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI with
the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

March 14 Giving $6,810

105 Weekly Giving Average $14,848
58 Weekly Giving Budget $12,812
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,581,930
Property Settlement $225,000

CHURCH OFFICE

31225 La Baya Drive #214
Westlake Village, CA 91362

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell



