
Today 
10:00am	 Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 

YouTube Chat Box
10:15am	 Virtual Worship Service via 

YouTube
10:15am	 On-Site Worship Service
11:15am	 Virtual Lobby via Zoom

Upcoming Events 
Aug 10	 Guys’ Group (at CVCC)
Aug 12	 T.O. Small Group (at 

Fosters’ home)
Aug 16	 YG Welcome to Middle 

School Pool Party
Aug 22	 Bridal Shower for Jenna 

Wall
Aug 29	 Kindergarten Blessing
Sept 5	 Fall Kick-Off Sunday

Birthdays This Week
Brooklyn Baird		  8/8
Sean Michael Phillips    	 8/9
Stephanie Simpson        	 8/10
Brad Starkey            		 8/10
Zach Carstens        		  8/11
Sharon Mitchell           	 8/12
Michele Chesson		  8/13
Jen Christy            		  8/15

Welcome and Response
Please call, text, or e-mail the office, 
ministers, or elders if there are 
ways that the ministry team can 
pray for you or those you love.

August 8, 2021

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 

virtual worship. We pray you will 
encounter God as we worship 

together.

Big Imaginations, Generous Hearts
By Andy Wall

Some of the most beloved stories in our human storybook are stories of generosity and 
kindness. Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol depicts Ebenezer Scrooge, a classic icon of 
tightfisted greed who is transformed one Christmas Eve into a generous  benefactor. Leo 
Tolstoy retold an old folktale about a poor Russian cobbler named Martin, who, while 
expecting a visit from Jesus, ended up giving away his only gifts to several needy visitors 
who preceded the Lord’s arrival. A favorite Biblical story of generosity is Jesus’ parable of 
The Good Samaritan. Central to this parable is the contrast between two religious figures 
who ignored their brother in need while the maligned Samaritan showed great kindness 
to this stranger. 

Why have such stories had such enduring impact on the human imagination? 
I suspect that in part we recognize in such stories an echo of the generosity of 
God toward us. We are all partakers of God’s gracious largesse. These stories 
also awaken in us aspirations for a more generous life that often eludes us. 
Such stories help embolden us to rise above our fiscal fears and monetary 
insecurities, to overcome our Scrooge-like tendencies and live as good 
Samaritans. 

In his book Living Lights Shining Stars, M. Norvel Young devotes a chapter to “The Power 
of Money Used for Good.” He describes money as a tool that can be used either for good 
or for evil. He advises checking one’s life’s spending direction every morning.  He urges 
cultivating one’s desire to help people financially and curbing one’s appetite for luxuries. In 
sum, he passionately advocates a lifestyle of practical and proactive generosity: 

Plan your spending so that good has priority. Put aside money to do good things. 
Make the effort to financially support the good you see around you. Encourage others 
who are doing good. Make doing good your life’s purpose and goal. Center your life, 
your thinking and your spending on good. In other words, put God and good first. 

Good advice. May God enlarge our imaginations so that we may better reflect to others his 
generosity and active goodness toward us. 



What’s Happening At Conejo
“The Holy Ordinary” 

This week’s message concerns our daily work as we continue 
to explore how God meets us in our ordinary moments.. 
What are we as Christians to think of our work, what we call 
our vocation? How do we go about integrating our faith and 
our work?  Is it possible to find any redeeming value in, say, 
answering emails, a task that feels hopelessly unending?

An answer that the Puritans (and others) have offered has 
to do with cultivating vocational holiness. The idea here 
is that we can’t be holy in the abstract; rather, we grow in 
holiness in the honing of our specific vocation. Each kind 
of work is its own kind of craft that is developed over time; 
such work expresses our own sanctification and provides 
for the good of the community. Our task is not to somehow 
inject God into our work but to join God in the work he is 
already doing in and through our vocational lives.

Meeting and Masking
In response to the recent Ventura County public health 
advisory, our current policy for indoor worship gatherings is as 
follows: Masks are welcome, and even recommended (but not 
required), if you have been fully vaccinated. Masks continue 
to be required for those who are unvaccinated or partially 
vaccinated (including children).

Bridal Shower for Jenna Wall / August 22
Ladies, please mark your 
calendars! On Sunday, August 22, 
gather with other Conejo women 
at the home of Paula Marrs at 
2pm for a bridal shower honoring 
Jenna Wall and Michael Jolly. The 
couple is registered at Amazon 
and Williams Sonoma. Make your 
plans to join in with the other 
women from Conejo to celebrate 
this wonderful time in the life of 
our dear Jenna as she prepares to 
marry the love of her life.

Online Giving
For the last few years, we have offered online giving as one way 
to participate in congregational giving. Our hope is that online 
giving will provide flexibility in how and when we give and will 
also help us better develop the habit of giving regularly. This 
has been particularly helpful during the pandemic and is always 
helpful during the summer when so many are traveling. 

There are three ways you can access our online giving.

1) The CVCC website: go to conejochurch.org and click on the 
“online giving” link.

2) Go directly to conejochurch.churchcenter.com.  

3) Text a dollar amount to 84321.  

You’ll be able to make a one-time donation or to schedule 
regular donations directly from your checking account or from 
your debit or credit card. You can even designate giving toward 
the regular offering, the Be the Blessing campaign, or the youth 
group mission trip. If you have any questions, please contact 
Jay or Wendi King at finance@conejochurch.org. 

If you prefer to make your contributions by hand-written 
checks, please either leave these in the box in the foyer or mail 
them to the church address:

2525 E. Hillcrest Drive 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362 

Seeking Help with Worship Services
In addition to our weekly worship services at the building, we 
are continuing to offer an online “livestream” of the service 
for anyone who would like to be with us but cannot come 
in person. Each week a team of volunteers helps us to see 
and hear well by operating our sound, projection, and video 
stations. If you are willing to help provide this valuable service 
for your church family, please contact reneheard@sbcglobal.
net. Training will be provided. These behind-the-scenes roles 
that help those present on site and through the streamed 
service are open to women and men, young and old. We need 
more people to know the systems to avoid burning out our 
current volunteers.

Fall Kick-Off Sunday / September 5
Our fall kick-off is slated for September 5. Our plan is to share 
in a backyard potluck breakfast from 9 to 9:50am before our 
worship time together. On that day, we plan to introduce our 
fall programs, reintroduce Bible classes for all ages, and update 
our ministry volunteer information through our “Let Me Serve” 
forms! Please be prayerful about the ways that you may be 
involved with serving and leading both in public and behind-
the-scenes roles for the coming year.

mailto:reneheard%40sbcglobal.net?subject=AV%20Volunteer
mailto:reneheard%40sbcglobal.net?subject=AV%20Volunteer


Summer Camps / Save the dates for 2022!
We are so thankful to God and the many who joined us for 
SoCal Teen Camp and King’s Kamp! Coming out of a year of 
quarantine, we were reminded of the fact that our kids need 
community and the opportunity to worship their God and 
build relationships with each other. These needs are ingrained 
into the very fiber of their being and it was evident in the spirit 
of love, fun, and family at both camps. God is so good and 
deserves the glory for the blessings we all experience from 
being together. We are already looking forward to camps in the 
summer of 2022. SAVE THE DATES NOW! SoCal Teen Camp 
will be July 10-16 and King’s Kamp will be July 24-30!

Last Summer Bonfire
Well, our summer bonfire trips have come to an end. This last 
summer bonfire, we had 24 kids from Conejo/Simi/Camarillo 

head down to Dockweiler to meet the youth groups from 
Hilltop Church, Culver Palms, Inland Valley, and University 
Church! These bonfire nights are great opportunities to 
celebrate new friendships made at camp and opportunities 
to continue building relationships already made with kids 
from other youth groups. Don’t miss out on the importance of 
connecting your kids into youth group events! 

Youth Group Pods 
Throughout the month of August, YG pods will 
be studying a series called “Squad Up: We’re 
Better Together.” Let’s encourage our teens to 
embrace more fully their part in the family of 
God and as they seek to help one another, grow 
together, and stand strong in their faith. Click 
here to learn more about meeting times and 
this month’s theme.

Welcome to Middle School Dinner & Pool Party
On Saturday, August 21 from 4-8pm, the families of new 6th 
graders and current middle schoolers are all invited to the 
home of Seth & Jolyn Haye for a “welcome to middle school 
dinner and pool party!” This event is an opportunity for new 
youth group families to learn about the youth ministry vision, 
goals, and opportunities they can expect to be provided for 
their kids and families to participate in during their time in the 
youth ministry. Looking forward to a great night!

Children’s Worship at the Building!
We are back with two on-site worship programs for our 
children. Toddlers/2’s/3’s will be in the 2’s/3’s classroom with 
doors open to the outside for air circulation. A child safety 
gate has been installed in the classroom door to keep the little 
ones in! Children ages 4–5th grade will worship outside on the 
playground on the bleacher area. 

Online Children’s Worship Links will be available via the weekly 
email from Penny or via the all-church email from the church 
office which goes out by noon on Saturday. 

Note:  For the summer we are enjoying a second look at 
previously recorded videos.

Thank you!
Thank you to my amazing declutter and reorganization 
team—Kemba MacPhee and Leslie Stephens! They have been 
working with me to relocate all the curriculum and special 
items that were previously stored at the church office to the 
church building. Additionally, they have been reorganizing and 
decluttering our classrooms and outside storage areas. Thank 
you Kemba and Leslie for all your hard work and expertise!

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/YG-Pods-Squad-Up-August1.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/YG-Pods-Squad-Up-August1.pdf


Attendance
+ Giving

Aug 1 Giving $18,566

Weekly Giving Average $13,759

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,600,846

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Cassie Horton 
(September), Alyssa West 
(October)
Jim Kutil (friend of Shannon 
Latson) – recovering from double 
lung transplant; scheduled to go 
home within the week
NEW MEMBERS: Rick and Patti 
Furino, Barbara Schlosser, 
Brian Smithers

THOSE GRIEVING
David Gibson – loss of wife, Pat
Kay Falletta – loss of brother, B.J. 
Reckman
Kevin Jenkins (former member) – 
loss of sister, Dee-Ann Jenkins
Jacqueline Dillion – loss of 
father, Roger Dillion 
Chris Heard – loss of nephew, 
Regan Hearn
Shannon Latson – loss of cousin, 
Rodney Feet
Carol McNutt – loss of brother-
in-law, Steve Hallman 
Rachel Miner – loss of mother, 
Shera Miner
Matt Joyner – loss of aunt, Nan 
Fox
Christina Eng – loss of aunt, 
Cathy Littlefield
Scarberry family – loss of 
Frances Scarberry, mother of 
Shirley, stepmother of Mark
Joe Cocke – loss of wife, Kathy
Mary Jo Hardman and family – 
loss of husband, Stu Hardman
Joy Rhoades – loss of sister, Lani 
Shearn

FIGHTING CANCER
Muriel Meador (sister of 
Judy Tapper) – recent surgery; 
currently undergoing radiation 
and chemotherapy
Joella Michael –  recovering 
from surgery to remove cancer 
from lymph node in neck;  
immunotherapy continuing
Dan Scarberry (brother of Mark 
Scarberry) – metastatic kidney 
cancer
Patricia Sparks (sister-in-
law of Shannon Latson) – 
recurrence of uterine sarcoma 
carcinoma following treatment; 
immunotherapy
Karen Kennedy (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV kidney cancer
Barbara Sanders (mother of Ed 
Sanders) – colon cancer
Ted McAllister (former member) 
– test results showing worrisome 
increase in cancer numbers 
Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law 
of Darlene Rivas) – multiple 
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis 
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) – 
cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Linda Clark (sister of Ron 
MacPhee) – hospitalized and on 
ventilator with COVID-19
Unrest in South Africa – swift 

resolution to the strife; George 
DeBruyn’s brother (Sean) and 
Claudia’s brother (Stephen) and 
their families
Christina Eng – recovering from 
surgery, pray for good results and 
improved health 
Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin 
and Nelda) - struggling with 
numerous issues and declining 
health 
Marvin Shipley (father of 
Michelle Hagemann) – in 
rehabilitaion following stroke 
Gary Tiner – (brother of Sandy 
Stivers) – encouragement during 
the long recovery from recent 
heart surgery and leg wound
Calleigh Hunnicutt – difficulty 
standing and walking; some 
improvements
Pat Tudor – tolerating 
immunotherapy
Eileen Charles (step-mother of 
Robert Charles) – suffered stroke
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Sara Hodges (mother of Darlene 
Rivas) – serious health issues
Al Odenath (father of Nick 
Odenath) – on hospice dealing 
with anxiety and confusion in 
memory care unit
Family and friends who have 
battled with COVID-19 or lost 
someone during the pandemic
Andrea Thomas Carter (friend 
of Lisa Scott) – several medical 
issues
Marilyn Aurand – physical 
therapy for spinal stenosis and to 
improve mobility

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments  
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression and 
loneliness
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania 
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets – ministry 
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI with  
the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

Aug 1 Attendance

On-Site Service 93

Online Viewing 99
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