
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:00am	 Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 

YouTube Chat Box
10:15am	 Virtual Worship Service via 

YouTube
10:15am	 On-Site Worship Service
11:15am	 Virtual Lobby via Zoom
4:00pm    Middle School Pod

Upcoming Events 
Sept 27	 Women’s Bible Study 

(Zoom)
Sept 28	 Guys’ Group (various sites)
Sept 28	 Fifth Commandment 

Group (Zoom)
Sept 29	 High School Pod (at CVCC)
Sept 30	 Life Group (at Fosters)
Oct 9        Church Workday
Oct 17      Newborn Dedication 

Service
Oct 24      Taco Fest Youth Group 

Fundraiser

Birthdays This Week
Wendi King		  9/27
Clanton Begin		  9/28
Jon Ditmore 		  9/29
Bob Pratt			  9/29
Loretta Katch		  10/2
Sandy Stivers		  10/2
Sarah Jane Norris		  10/3
Rosie Patenaude		  10/3

September 26, 2021

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 

virtual worship. We pray you will 
encounter God as we worship 

together.

The Crux of the Matter
By Andy Wall

In 2003, New York City announced the winning design for the memorial of the World Trade 
Center. Designed by architect Daniel Libeskind, the design is called “Reflecting Absence,” 
and includes an oak tree-filled plaza with two reflecting pools. Understandably, there was 
much contention surrounding which design should be chosen. Everyone agreed that 9/11 
is a vitally significant event that should be memorialized. But how best should a city and a 
world remember such an earth-shattering event?

How does one memorialize an event of tremendous gravity and life-changing significance? 
When the writers of the New Testament wrote about the cross of Christ, they wrestled 
with how to adequately explain the meaning of that faith-defining event. For these writers, 
ground zero was the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. One theological word that seeks to 
gather up the significance of the cross is “Atonement,” which means “to bring together into 
harmony those who have been separated.”

Throughout the pages of the New Testament, the cross plays a central role. Each of the four 
gospels retells the story of Jesus and the road that led him to his death on the cross. The 
book of Acts describes how the message of “Christ crucified” traveled across the Roman 
Empire as the young church spread. Paul’s letters declare: “I resolved to know nothing 
while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Paul often goes to the cross to 
help Christians understand better who they have been called to be (see Philippians 2:1-11 
for a case in point). The Hebrew letter speaks of Jesus’ high priestly sacrifice on the cross, 
once for all. Peter’s letters reflect on Christ’s suffering on the cross and how we are called 
to follow in his steps. John’s letters reflect on how we know what love is: that God loved us 
and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. The book of Revelation uses “the lamb 
that was slain” as its central metaphor, reminding churches going through persecution of 
the victory Christ won on the cross. 

The cross of Christ is central to the teachings of the New Testament, 
central to the self-understanding of the historic Church, and central to our 
faith. Perhaps this is why the New Testament writers do not settle for one 
metaphor when they describe what Christ’s death means. Instead, they offer 
a rich gallery of images that wrestle with and probe what the cross means, 
why the crucifixion took place, and what the atonement implies for our moral 
and ethical lives. Here are some of the central metaphors the New Testament 
writers employed to understand the atonement: The cross is Jesus’ victory 
over the powers of darkness. The cross is how Jesus justifies us before a holy 
God. The cross is how Jesus sets us free from bondage to sin. The cross is how 
Jesus woos us toward God’s reconciling love. The cross is where Jesus suffers 
on our behalf, the innocent for the guilty. The cross is where Jesus offers 
himself as a sacrifice for sin. 

May we as a church pay attention to the rich and varied ways in which the New Testament 
writers picture the significance of the cross, the meaning of the Atonement, and the 
invitation to be reconciled to God through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 



What’s Happening At Conejo
Today’s Sermon 

In our fall sermon series, titled “Four Portraits, One Jesus,” 
we’re exploring a gospel each month. In today’s message, 
the Gospel of Mark brings us to the final week of Jesus’ 
earthly ministry, often called the Passion (which means 
sufferings).  

Mark’s gospel certainly presents the darkest narration 
of the events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion at Golgotha 
(“skull hill”). From the disciples’ desertion, betrayal, and 
denial of Jesus, to the cruel torture of the Roman soldiers, 
to the mock trial by the Jewish authorities, to the derision of 
passersby at the cross, to Jesus’ cry of “My God, why have 
you abandoned me?”, Jesus bears his sufferings alone. 

Believers have always found in Jesus Christ one who came 
to be with them in their pain and suffering. The image of the 
Son of God entering into human suffering, experiencing and 
absorbing the full brunt of human violence and injustice, 
has been and is enormously important to suffering people 
who discern that in Christ, God meets us in our suffering 
and bears it redemptively on our behalf. 

Bible Classes and Adult Education 
We have resumed 
live Sunday morning 
Bible classes for all 
ages. Classes begin 
at 9am. Our adult 
Bible class meets in 
the auditorium and 
is entitled “Come 
Together.” The 
class focuses on various “one another” passages from the New 
Testament and is designed to encourage us to find strength 
and connection within our community of faith. We do not plan 
to livestream classes, so if you are able, please come join us.

Worship Participant Thank You and Request
As we start fall semester, we want to make sure that we are 
not overlooking any willing participants as we prepare weekly. 
Several of you have already filled out the Google form which 
was made available to you through a link in recent editions of 
the Family News. Thanks to the many people who have filled 
out this form. If you have not already done so, please click 
here and take a few minutes to fill out our 2021-2022 “Let Me 
Serve” Google form. We would like to have one form from each 
individual member. Thank you!

Meeting and Masking
Due to strong recommendations by Ventura and Los Angeles 
county health officials, we expect everyone to wear a mask 
while indoors, regardless of your vaccination status. Please 
do this for the well-being of others. We have a small supply of 
disposable masks available. 

Fall Small Groups
Our small group fall program is in progress with groups 
meeting around the Conejo Valley and beyond—some in 
person, some via Zoom. These groups meet for a variety of 
purposes including prayer, Bible study, fellowship, service, 
mentoring, and outreach. Some groups include children, 
some are for teens, some are for adults, and some include all 
generations. Please click here for detailed listing about our 
2021 small groups. If you have questions, please contact Andy 
Wall or Jack Williamson.

Attention, Women
The Monday Night Women’s Bible Study group invites you to 
join them weekly via Zoom. This group spends time praying 
together weekly, as well as sharing in a study of Max Lucado’s 
book, Be Anxious For Nothing. If you have questions, please 
contact Paula Marrs at paulamarrs@outlook.com or (805) 
479-7267. Zoom Meeting Link.

Tuesday Night Guys’ Group
The Guys’ Group meets at 6:30pm each Tuesday. They are 
reading and discussing Richard Rohr’s book, Falling Upward. The 
location of the group varies weekly. For additional information, 
or details about the meeting location please contact Greg 
Brawner at gsbrawner@aol.com or (805) 416-4693 or Bob 
Pratt at bobbyblue22@gmail.com or (805) 345-9215.  

“Fifth Commandment” Group / September 28
The fifth commandment tells us to “Honor your father and 
mother.” How do we do that in our adult lives as our parents 
age, face health challenges, and live hundreds or even 
thousands of miles away? We don’t have all of the answers, 
but if these questions resonate, you might want to join with 
other women via Zoom for the “Fifth Commandment” Group. 
We meet the last Tuesday of each month to share concerns 
and challenges regarding our aging parents. We pray for and 
support one another through the journey. Zoom Meeting Link. 

Conejo Elementary Tutoring / October 7
The fall tutoring season begins Thursday, October 7, at 
6:30pm with a Zoom orientation session. The following week, 
October 14, we will begin tutoring students via Zoom. Being 
a tutor means spending an hour of your time each week with 
students, helping them with their reading, and playing games. 
All tutoring materials will be provided online. Please contact 
Suzanne Reynolds at (310) 266-9734 or send an e-mail to 
tutoringatconejo@gmail.com if you can serve as a tutor.

CVCC Workday / October 9
Grab your work gloves, a rake, and a broom and come on out 
to help clean up the campus around the church building on 
Saturday, October 9. Here is a list of the items we will tackle 
around the building on that day: clean pine needles from 
the gutters, spread new bark on the playground, do a bit of 
tree trimming, organize and clean out the tool shed, general 
cleanup. Many hands will make all of this go quickly and 
smoothly. Please make your plans to come join the fun! We will 
begin at 9am and wrap up around noon.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g2XlXzBmMCeDBM1J4koztxU5I4poGEUc7RJj6okykOU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1g2XlXzBmMCeDBM1J4koztxU5I4poGEUc7RJj6okykOU/edit
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Insert-2021-Small-Groups-FINAL2.pdf
mailto:paulamarrs%40outlook.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86239129638?pwd=UHEvTm5qN2gxSGVnaEQrOFZvcEhJZz09
mailto:gsbrawner%40aol.com?subject=Tuesday%20Guys%27%20Group
mailto:bobbyblue22%40gmail.com?subject=Tuesday%20Guys%27%20Group
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81339073892
mailto:tutoringatconejo%40gmail.com?subject=


Youth Group Pods 
Throughout the month of September, YG pods will be studying 
a series called “Stretch.” We will be looking to Paul’s letter to 
the Romans as the basis for this study. Click here to learn 
more about meeting times and this month’s theme.

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Our high school and 
middle school groups 
are meeting together 
in the back yard on 
Sunday mornings at 
9am for a time of Bible 
study together. Come 
encourage one another and be encouaged by one another! 

IMPACT Middle School Retreat 2021 (Save the Date)
Impact 2021 will be the weekend of November 5-7! Our theme 
this year is “Prince of Peace.” We will look at how Jesus, our 
King, gives peace to those who trust Him and draw near to 
Him. In this life there are many storms, but we have a God 
who stills those storms and is the source of true and lasting 
peace regardless of what rages around us. Don’t miss out on a 
powerful weekend!

HS Pismo Retreat 
The high school 
group had a 
great weekend 
in Pismo Beach 
strengthening 
relationships 
with each other 
and with God. We worshiped, we prayed together, we laughed, 
and we learned about how Jesus is the embodiment of the call 
in Micah 6:8 to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
God. These three signs are marks of maturity as we learn to set 
ourselves aside, trust God, and follow Jesus’ example. Thank 
you to Christian Socquet for feeding us and to Char Hurley, 
Troy Labnow, and Amy Moore for chaperoning on the trip. 
Can’t wait til next year!

Fall Scripture Memory Verse
Look, God is my deliverer! 

I will trust in him and not fear. 
For the Lord gives me strength and protects me; 

He has become my deliverer.

Isaiah 12:2 New English Version

Children’s Worship and Bible Classes
Children’s Worship 

Toddler Worship: Toddler’s - 3’s will be located in the classroom 
adjacent to the Resource Room.

Children’s Worship: 4’s-5th grade will be located on the 
playground patio or in the children’s worship classroom 
depending on the weather.

Children’s Bible Classes

Toddler’s - 3’s: class will be located in the classroom adjacent to 
the Resource Room

4’s - 5th Grade: classes rotate among Children’s Worship area, 
Art/Science room, Museum classroom, or playground patio 
depending on weather. See map of classroom locations and the 
weekly schedule on the Children’s Sign-In Table in the Lobby.

Online Children’s Worship links are available via the weekly 
email from Penny and from the church office email which goes 
out by noon on Saturday. 

Save the Date! Fall Celebration on October 30!

Kindergarten Blessing 
Please continue to pray for Kimi, Matthew, and Trey as they 
engage in their kindergarten year!

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/YG-Pods-STRETCH-September.pdf


Attendance
+ Giving

September 19 Giving $12,667

Weekly Giving Average $13,408

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,610,494

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Alyssa West 
(October), Kellie Thiel (January)
ENGAGEMENT: Valerie 
Patenaude and Travis Hanna
WEDDING: Jenna Wall and 
Michael Jolly on September 18
Researchers, doctors, nurses, 
caregivers, and patients who 
have persevered through the 
pandemic
NEW MEMBERS: Nathan, Kellie, 
Noah, Sylvia, Jubilee, and Mercy 
Thiel

THOSE GRIEVING
Ron MacPhee – loss of sister, 
Linda Clark 
Spicer Family (former Conejo 
members) – loss of Ken
David Gibson – loss of wife, Pat 
Gibson
Kay Falletta – loss of brother, B.J. 
Reckman
Kevin Jenkins (former member) – 
loss of sister, Dee-Ann Jenkins
Jacqueline Dillion – loss of 
father, Roger Dillion 
Chris Heard – loss of nephew, 
Regan Hearn
Carol McNutt – loss of brother-
in-law, Steve Hallman 
Rachel Miner – loss of mother, 
Shera Miner
Joe Cocke – loss of wife, Kathy
Joy Rhoades – loss of sister, Lani 
Shearn

FIGHTING CANCER
Muriel Meador (sister of Judy 
Tapper) – cancer is spreading and 
it requires stronger treatment; 

please pray that it will work
Joella Michael –  recovering 
from surgery to remove cancer 
from lymph node in neck;  
immunotherapy continuing
Dan Scarberry (brother of Mark 
Scarberry) – metastatic kidney 
cancer
Patricia Sparks (sister-in-
law of Shannon Latson) – 
recurrence of uterine sarcoma 
carcinoma following treatment; 
immunotherapy
Karen Kennedy (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV kidney cancer
Barbara Sanders (mother of Ed 
Sanders) – colon cancer
Ted McAllister (former member) 
– test results showing worrisome 
increase in cancer numbers
Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law 
of Darlene Rivas) – multiple 
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis 
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) – 
cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jennifer Jett (Carol McNutt’s 
niece) – battling COVID 
Teachers, students, parents, 
and administrators – as they 
begin the new school year with 
both excitement and uncertainty
Lindy Spicer (former member) – 
hospitalized battling pneumonia; 

grieving death of husband, Ken
Peggy and Don Allin (mother 
and step father of Julie Waters) 
– hospitalized with COVID (delta 
variant); improving 
Christina Eng – recovering from 
surgery, pray for good results and 
improved health 
Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin 
and Nelda) - struggling with 
numerous issues and declining 
health 
Marvin Shipley (father of 
Michelle Hagemann) – in 
rehabilitaion following stroke 
Gary Tiner – (brother of Sandy 
Stivers) – encouragement during 
the long recovery from recent 
heart surgery and leg wound
Calleigh Hunnicutt – difficulty 
standing and walking; some 
improvements
Pat Tudor – tolerating 
immunotherapy
Eileen Charles (step-mother of 
Robert Charles) – suffered stroke
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Sara Hodges (mother of Darlene 
Rivas) – serious health issues
Al Odenath (father of Nick 
Odenath) – on hospice dealing 
with anxiety and confusion in 
memory care unit
Family and friends who have 
battled with COVID-19 or lost 
someone during the pandemic
Andrea Thomas Carter (friend 
of Lisa Scott) – several medical 
issues
Marilyn Aurand – physical 

therapy for spinal stenosis and to 
improve mobility
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments  
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression and 
loneliness
Betty Brown – pain relief, 
healing, and regaining of strength
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus 
and Julia) – ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania 
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets – ministry 
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI with  
the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

September 19 Attendance

On-Site Service 95

Online Viewing 96
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