December 19, 2021

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we
worship together.

Teday

9:00am Bible Classes for all ages
10:00am Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat Box

10:15am Christmas Celebration
Service On-Site and via
YouTube

3:30pm MS Pod

Wpcewing Everls

Dec21 Guys' Group
Dec22 HSPod

Jan 4 Fifth Commandment
Group (Zoom)

Jan 8 First Fruits Potluck
Jan9 YG Mentoring Sunday

Jan 16 Bowls of Hope (for Many
Mansions Fundraiser)

Jan22  Potluck and Singing
Jan23  Crafty Women Craft Day

Bithdays This Week

Janie Condley 12/19
Tyler Scott 12/21
Staci Daringer 12/21
Calleigh Hunnicutt 12/22
Gwen Hunnicutt 12/22
Gwen King 12/28
Jackie Milgrom 12/29
Daelan Blankfein 11

Emersyn Starkey 1/2
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LESS

What's On Your List?

By Andy Wall

Tell all the truth but tell it slant —
Success in Circuit lies

Too bright for our infirm Delight
The Truth's superb surprise

As Lightning to the Children eased
With explanation kind

The Truth must dazzle gradually
Or every man be blind —

Emily Dickinson

'Tis the season for year-end lists and I'm here for it. Best albums, songs, and artists. Top
films, TV shows, and plays. Favorite books, podcasts, and documentaries. Reviews of
historic events, technological innovations, religion news, and sports highlights. The year
in pictures, including comedy wildlife photography awards! Summary tributes to famous
people who died in the past year.

If it seems morbid that I'm interested in those who died this year, I'll simply observe that
I'm not the only one. | view it as an exercise in appreciating those who've enriched my life,
as well as remembering that | too am mortal and that each day is a gift.

One list that you're not likely to see in these year-end recaps is a list of the most important
births of the year. | suppose someone could generate a list of the offspring of famous
celebrities, brilliant intellects, or athletic superstars. But such a list wouldn't be worth much
because past family fame or success is no surefire predictor of the future.

Imagine, then, if you were alive in the Roman Empire during the year Jesus was born. While
you're atit, imagine that the empire did year-end lists. It's extremely doubtful that the birth
of a peasant-child in Bethlehem would have registered six miles away in Jerusalem, let
alone the 2,500 miles away in Rome. No one in those days expected much of anything to
come from the village of Bethlehem.

With the benefit of 2,000 years of history, we may fancy that we would have seen it coming
had we been alive. But we flatter ourselves. Phillips Brooks had it in his lyric, “How silently,
how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of
his heav'n.” Though God is certainly capable of making a splash, God often chooses to self-
reveal gently and quietly.

Why does God prefer to work incognito? I believe Emily Dickinson’s poem above offers

a deep insight. A full revealing of God'’s incarnation in Jesus would have overwhelmed
human free-will. God chose instead the path of gradual dazzling, lest we be overrun. So
as we celebrate Christmas and enjoy year-end lists, may we remember that “No ear may
hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still, the
dear Christ enters in.”



Whal's Happening AL Covejs

EMMANUEL

GOD
L

@ Today’s Sermon

In this fourth week of our Advent series Emmanuel: God
With Us, we're exploring the intersection of Emmanuel
and those intrepid international visitors, the Magi. In this
story, Emmanuel is embodied in the inclusion of these
unexpected Gentiles in the worship of the newborn King
of the Jews.

Throughout the story of Scripture, we see indications
that God's heart has always been for all peoples, though
Israel was indeed God's chosen people to serve as a
priestly kingdom. The Magi who bring their gifts and pay
homage to the newborn Emmanuel are the first of many
Gentiles who will worship the one born “King of the Jews”
as well as “Lord of the nations.” The reality of “God with
us” casts a wide net indeed, seeking to draw in people
of all nations and social stations. As followers of Jesus,
we're invited to be active and faithful members of this
beautiful international family.

A Word of Appreciation!
Thank you to Rick and Paula Marrs
for hosting our annual Christmas
party this past week. We are most
grateful for your hospitality and ready
welcome! We're also thankful to
Chris Stivers for providing the lovely
accompaniment to our carol singing.

Final Issue of 2021

This week's issue of the Family News will be the final publication
for 2021. Look for the next issue of the Family News on Sunday,
January 2.

Carols and Candlelight

Thanks to all who helped lead and share in our annual Carols
and Candlelight service! It was a beautiful evening to remember
God's promises and celebrate the incarnation of our Savior.

Advent Bible Class Series
Our adult auditorium class is on week four of an Advent series
titled “Songs of the Season.” Each week, different teachers
reflect on favorite Christmas carols, discussing the history

of their composition, the theology of their lyrics, and their
significance in the life of the Church. Tim Willis is teaching
today's class, exploring the Christmas carol, “The Little
Drummer Boy.”

One Week Hiatus for Bible Classes

Next Sunday, December 26, there will be no 9am Bible classes
for children, teens, or adults. Please plan on joining us for the
10:15am worship service, which will include children’s church
for the kids. Bible classes for all ages will resume at 9am on
Sunday, January 2.

CVCC Christmas Caroling on December 15




High Scheol+ Widdle Scheel

Youth Group Pods

Throughout the month of December, YG pods will be studying a
series called “Merry Christmas to Me.” Click here to learn more
about meeting times and this month’s theme. ATTN: There will
be no middle school pod on Sunday, December 26 and no high
school pod on Wednesday, December 29. We will see yall in
2022! The next middle school pod will be Sunday, January 2 and
the next high school pod will be Wednesday, January 5.

Mentor Program Relaunch and First Mentor Sunday
On Sunday, January 9, the mentor groups will finally reconvene.
Mentor groups will begin meeting monthly for lunch after
service. Please pray for our mentors and those joining the
mentor program. We want to provide a safe place for our

kids to be transparent, to receive encouragement from older
members, and to walk with each other as we share stories of
life and faith together!

Children’s Winisty

"“God is With Us”" — Advent Experience Thank You
Thank you volunteers for creating an evening of story and
wonder for our families and friends. We presented the story of
“God with Us” through many stories: Isaiah and his prophecy
of Emmanuel, Joseph and his recounting of the angel's visits,
Zechariah and Elizabeth blessed with a baby who would lead
people’s hearts to God, the innkeeper who said ‘yes' to Mary
and Joseph and provided a place for Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem,
the shepherds who were considered lowly by everyone but
God, the wise men who were considered ‘outsiders’ but who
were included by God and who brought gifts to Jesus months
after his birth. After the storytelling, the evening continued with
a reflection time to connect the biblical accounts of “God with
Us” to our opportunities to live our lives believing and claiming
the promise of “God with Us” today. The evening ended with
ornament making and hot chocolate and snacks on the patio.

Greeter - Tami Williamson

Isaiah - Andy Wall

Joseph - Allan Argano

Zechariah and Elizabeth - Jim and Penny White
Innkeeper - Suzanne Reynolds

Shepherd - Paula Marrs

Wise man - Rick Marrs and his faithful camel, Clyde
Reflection Time leader - Travis Moore
Crafts/Snacks - Leslie and David Stephens
Photographers - Rene Heard and Ashlyn Thomas
Script Development - Jack Williamson

Lighting Design - Jack Williamson

Nativity Set Pieces - Claudia deBruyn

Set-up Crew - Nathan Eng, Bill Foster, Rick Furino, Travis Moore,
Jack Williamson, Jonathan White, Penny White

Prep Work - Kelsey Brererton, Sandy Stivers, Co Warford, Carol
McNutt

Clean-Up Crew - Jack Williamson, Travis Moore, Penny White,
Rene Heard, Jim White, David and Leslie Stephens, Tami
Williamson

S



https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/YG-Pods-Merry-Christmas-2-Me-December.pdf

PRAISES

PREGNANCY: Kellie Thiel
(January), Elaine Overton
(March), Jodi Davis (April)
Researchers, doctors, nurses,
caregivers, and patients who
persevere through COVID-19

BAPTISM: Alyssa Hunnicutt
THOSE GRIEVING

Judy Tapper - loss of sister,
Muriel meador

Lisa Scott - loss of cousin,
Margi Dalmas

Lauren Kliest-Blankfein - loss
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff

Mark and Suzanne Scarberry
- loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss
of Mark’s brother, Dan

Marlene Hallack (friend of
McNutt family) - loss of brother,
John

Sue Ann Meador - loss of
father, Joe Burroughs

Darlene Rivas - loss of mother,
Sara Hodges

Ron MacPhee - loss of sister,
Linda Clark

Lindy Spicer and Family
(former Conejo members) - loss
of husband / father Ken Spicer

David Gibson - loss of wife, Pat

Kay Falletta - loss of brother,
B.J. Reckman

Jacqueline Dillion - loss of
father, Roger Dillion

Rachel Miner - loss of mother,
Shera Miner

Joe Cocke - loss of wife, Kathy

Attendance
+O)ving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowiselfTo prayer being walchgul and thankful. Colossians 4:2

Joy Rhoades - loss of sister,
Lani Shearn

FIGHTING CANCER

Joella Michael - recovering
from recent surgery to remove
cancer from liver

Clifton Tuggle (uncle of Rene
Heard) - battling cancer and
additional complications with
COVID-19

Patricia Sparks (sister-in-

law of Shannon Latson) -
recurrence of uterine sarcoma
carcinoma following treatment;
immunotherapy

Karen Kennedy (friend of Lisa
Scott) - stage IV kidney cancer

Ted McAllister (former
member) - test results showing
worrisome increase in cancer
numbers

Lucinda Hodges (sister-

in-law of Darlene Rivas) -
multiple myeloma and cardiac
amyloidosis

Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott)
- cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of
Lisa Scott) - stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Michelle Grant (daughter of
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry)
- at week 24 of pregnancy and
experiencing some problems

December 12 Attendance

On-Site Service

Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax
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Rene Heard

(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King

Worship & Media Manager ~ Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore

(520) 591-8246 cell

Youth & Family Minister

travis.moore926@gmail.com

with placenta and slow growth
of developing baby girl
Teachers, students, parents,
and administrators - as

they finish the fall semester
with both excitement and
uncertainty

Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin
and Nelda) - struggling with
numerous issues and declining
health

Marvin Shipley (father of
Michelle Hagemann) - in
rehabilitation following stroke
Calleigh Hunnicutt - difficulty
standing and walking; some
improvements

Pat Tudor - tolerating
immunotherapy

Eileen Charles (step-mother
of Robert Charles) - suffered
stroke

Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Al Odenath (father of Nick
Odenath) - dealing with anxiety
and confusion in memory care
unit

Family and friends who have
battled with COVID-19 or lost
someone during the pandemic
Marilyn Aurand - physical
therapy for spinal stenosis and
to improve mobility

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas - continued
health issues; pray for answers
and successful treatments

Harriet Nutter (mother of

Daphne Green) - depression
Betty Brown - pain relief,
healing, and regaining of
strength

Carol McNutt - neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of
Marcus and Julia) - ongoing
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Tom Bonner - mission work

in Albania

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets - ministry
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph - teaching

in Thailand

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI
with the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the
Army

December 12 Giving $6,409

93 Weekly Giving Average $13,431
83 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,619,395
Property Settlement $225,000

CHURCH

Andy Wall

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Elders: Greg Brawner, Michael Ditmore, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org

Penny White
Children’s Minister
(818) 857-6213 cell
pennymwhite502@gmail.com jack@conejochurch.org

2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell



