
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:00am	 Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 

YouTube Chat
10:15am	 Worship Service On-Site 

and via YouTube
3:00pm	 ETA HS Return from 

Winter Retreat

Upcoming Events 
Mar 14	 Women’s Bible Study
Mar 15	 Guys’ Group
Mar 15	 “First Fruits” Spring 

Potluck
Mar 16	 High School Pod
Mar 16	 Hungry-Thirsty Group
Mar 17	 Conejo School Tutoring 
Mar 17	 Life Group at Fosters’
Mar 18     Middle School Madness
Mar 19	 Potluck and Singing
Mar 20	 Crafty Women Event
Mar 20	 Summer Mission Team 

Meeting #1
Mar 27	 Lip-Sync Fun Raiser

Birthdays This Week
Caleb Bearman		  3/11
Erin Opdahl		  3/11
Olivia Argano    		  3/14
John Antonio        		  3/16
Larry McNutt        		  3/19
Sue Ann Meador    		 3/19
Nathan Hurley    		  3/20

March 13, 2022

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Incurvatus In Se
By Andy Wall

In ancient Greek mythology, Narcissus was a character who was terribly proud and utterly 
disdainful of all others. One day he saw his own reflection in a pool and fell in love with 
it, not realizing it was his own image. Unable to leave his reflection, he died there by the 
water’s edge. From his name, we derive our modern words narcissism and narcissist, 
which describe extreme selfishness coupled with a craving for admiration and a grandiose 
view of one’s own talents. Gaston of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” is a poster-child for 
narcissism. 

In diagnosing the root problem of our human condition, the theologian Augustine 
described us humans as incurvatus in se, a Latin metaphor meaning “curved in on itself.” 
Left to our own devices, we mortals drift along thinking the world is one giant backdrop for 
our selfies. In such a world, all the arrows point toward me. I am bent in upon myself. And 
this unhealthy self-focus gets at the heart of what sin is.  

Surely our greatest temptation is our desire to be our own gods, the masters of our own 
destinies, the shapers of our own futures, the unmoved movers and uncaused causes of 
our world. Our desire to be in control, rather than to practice self-control, creates for us a 
tremendous idolatry. The drift of Western society over the past several centuries partakes 
heavily of this self-aggrandizing tendency. 

Puritan preacher, George Whitfield, aware of our inward curvature, urged Christians not 
only to repent of their sins but of their “righteousness” as well. You see, pride is a tricky 
problem for Christians who are making real progress in personal virtue and holiness. 
The more progress we make, the more we have for others to notice and admire, and the 
greater the temptation to be admired. Evagrius, a fourth century church leader noted, “It is 
difficult to escape pride, for what you do to rid yourself of it becomes for you a new source 
of pride!” 

Jesus calls us as his followers to be anything but “curved in on ourselves.” We are called 
to humble dependence on God and to seek first his kingdom. We are called to remember 

that we are contingent creatures who rely upon God for our daily bread. We are called 
to serve one another in love, as Christ first served us. Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the 
greatest composers of all time, famously signed each manuscript he produced, “Soli Deo 

Gloria,” for God’s glory alone. May we live with such a spirit of joyful humility, pointing 
away from ourselves and toward the Source of all beauty, goodness, and truth. 



What’s Happening At Conejo
Sermon Series:  
The Faces of Sin/The Face of Our Savior

As part of our 40-Day Spiritual Adventure, our current 
sermon series, “The Faces of Sin/The Face of Our Savior,” 
is exploring a variety of images that Scripture uses to 
provide insights into sin’s corrosive power. Though God 
created us for relationship with him and graced us with 
every good gift, we humans often behave ungratefully 
toward God, giving our ultimate allegiance to others 
“gods”. This ingratitude and unfaithfulness toward our 
Maker is, in Scriptural language, a grave Sin.

Forgetfulness is one of the greatest sins we commit 
against the Lord God. One key reason we meet regularly 
for worship is to remember and rehearse the story of 
God’s saving deeds on our behalf. Our worship practices 
help fill us with thankfulness so that we might continue 
to gratefully serve God, rather than idols.

40-Day Spiritual Adventure 
We have begun our annual 40-Day Spiritual Adventure, also 
known as the season of Lent. It is the traditional time each 
year in which Christians prepare for the remembrance of Good 
Friday and the celebration of Easter. This season of preparation 
can include the following:

• 	deeper and more fervent prayer

• 	greater engagement in acts of service and hospitality

• 	greater contrition over sins that push us away from God 
and neighbor

• 	deliberate curtailing of distractions and time-wasters

• 	expanding practices of generosity toward those in need

• 	voluntary fasting from some of our typical comforts

• 	 the pursuit of reconciliation in broken relationships

Please click here  to see a handout of ideas and suggestions of 
practices and activities for this year’s season of Lent. You can 
also pick up this handout at the entry table in the foyer. 

Adult Bible Classes
Live Sunday morning Bible classes meet each week at 9am.

Our Growing Families class, primarily for our families with 
children living at home, meets on the front porch area and 
includes coffee.

Our auditorium class is exploring the Letter to the Hebrews in 
a series titled “Encouragement to a Weary Church.” Hebrews 
emphasizes at least two central themes: the primacy of Jesus 
Christ as the divine Son of God and the importance of faithful 
perseverance through challenging times. This Sunday, Jacob 
Michael will be leading our discussion of the message of 
Hebrews 5:11-6:12 in a class titled “Time to Grow Up.” Our 
schedule for the next four weeks is as follows: 

•  March 20. Take Hold of Hope–And Hold On (6:13-7:28)  
•  March 27. The Once and Future Covenant (8:1-9:10)  

•  April 3. A Clear Conscience, Once and for All (9:11-10:18)  
•  April 10. Drawing Near to God (10:19-39) 

Welcome to Conejo
We are delighted to welcome Caleb Bearman to the Conejo 
Church family and look forward to sharing ministry and 
community together! Caleb’s contact information is as follows:

caleb.bearman@pepperdine.edu • (601) 421-1006

First Fruits Group / March 15
Enjoy an early season potluck at Warford 
Farms on Tuesday, March 15. It’s a perfect 
time to start thinking about and preparing 
for this summer’s plantings. What better way 
than to gather with others who are of the 
same mind, share stories and plans, and eat a 

common meal? And a bonus feature will be a hands-on sowing 
of seeds in Dixie cups you can take home with you. A perfect 
experience for kids!

The Warfords will provide the meat—you all can supply side 
dishes and desserts. Bring your own seeds to plant or pick from 
a selection of seeds here from our farm.

Click here to RSVP to Cool Season Potluck on the Farm.

Potluck and Singing / March 19
Our next Potluck and Singing is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 19, 
beginning at 5pm. It will be at the home 
of Jeremy and Amber Johnson. Please 
bring a side dish, salad, or dessert to 
share and come enjoy fellowship and 
singing outdoors.

Elder Selection Process
This past week, our elders contacted all of those who received 
the required 20% of all nominations for selection as elder. 
These nominees have until this coming Friday, March 18, to 
determine whether or not they agree to move forward to the 
affirmation phase of our elder selection process. Next Sunday, 
March 20, we will announce the names of all elder candidates 
who are moving into the affirmation phase. We will also 
confirm which of our current elders intend to continue serving 
in this role. All of these individuals will be considered in our 
affirmation phase. We will update the congregation with more 
details at that time. Please pray for our elders and all of the 
nominees as they prayerfully consider this great responsibility.

Crafty Women / March 20
Ladies! Please make plans to gather at the building from 1pm 
to 7pm next Sunday for a day of building friendships and 
making progress on our current craft project(s) or hobbies.

Meeting and Masking
In alignment with the state of California, Ventura County lifted 
its indoor mask order on February 16. Masks are no longer 
required indoors for anyone who is fully vaccinated, though you 
are welcome to wear a mask should you prefer or need to. The 
State order continues to require masking in childcare settings. 

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/40-Days-Spiritual-Adventure-Ideas.pdf
http://evite.me/xmqxSKSePw


High School Winter Retreat 
Please pray for the safety of our teens and adults as they return 
from Big Bear today. Parents, our ETA for being back to the 
church building is 3pm.

Youth Group Pods 
Throughout the month of March, YG pods 
will be studying a series called “Atomic.” This 
is a  4-week series that looks at principles in 
scripture about the large impact that small 
habits can make. Click here to learn more 
about meeting times and this month’s theme.

Middle School Madness / Dave & Busters Night
We want to be more intentional about 
inviting our friends to get to know 
us the church family better. After all, 
reaching out and sharing Jesus with 
the world involves relationship and 
invitation. So, Friday night, March 18, 
we will take middle school madness to Dave & Busters here in 
Thousand Oaks. The event will be from 5-8pm; it will include a 
buffet dinner and a Dave & Busters game powercard. Here’s 
the catch: if you invite friends or family who aren’t members 
of Conejo, the cost of the evening will be covered for your 
family and your guests! This event is for families with kids in 
elementary school and middle school. Looking forward to a fun 
night with family and friends! Please click here to sign up!

Lip Sync FunRaiser 2022 / March 27
We are going to take another crack at having the Lip Sync 
FunRaiser after having to postpone it in January. Start searching 
for your songs to lip sync to on Sunday, March 27 at 6pm. This 
event is for both young and old who are willing to show off 
their lip sync talent. Click here to sign up as an individual or 
as a group of performers. You may also create a pre-recorded 
video of your lip sync to be reviewed before the fundraiser. 
Our church family is in need of having a little fun right now, 
especially our kids. Please consider getting involved and joining 
us for a night of family fun. Sign ups and song information 
should be turned in by Friday, March 25.

Summer Mexico Mission Trip Team Information
This summer, we’re heading back 
to Mexico to build a home for a 
family in need! The mission-trip 
dates are Sunday, June 26 - Friday, 
July 1. This trip is for students who 
are currently in 8th grade through 
12th grade and for older Conejo 
members who would like to join the team. The 1st mission 
trip team meeting is Sunday, March 20, at 1pm at the church 
building. If you do not already have a valid passport, please 
begin the process now to obtain one. Booklet passports 
can take 1-2 months to receive, but you can also apply for a 
passport card, which only lets you travel to Canada and Mexico. 
Looking forward to building our 2022 mission team!

Spring 2022 Memory Verse
Baptize them in the name of the Father  

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

And you can be sure that I am always with you,  
to the very end.

Matthew 28:19-20 NIRV

Families with Children / Dave and Busters Night
Families with Children—check out the Dave and Buster’s details 
in the Youth Area. You are invited too!

Family Good Friday Experience
Please save the date for this year’s Family Good Friday 
Experience on April 15, 2022. Sign-up details coming soon!

 

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/YG-Pods-Habits-Atomic-March.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSczPJkeB4NvM9z1VmpshpIY2_ARLs79nJrzV_inPmAQHSNL1g/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0844aaac22a7f58-2022


Attendance
+ Giving

March 6 Giving $36,366

Weekly Giving Average $17,788

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,627,905

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Elaine Overton 
(March), Jodi Davis (April), 
Lauren Kliest-Blankfein (July)
Researchers, doctors, nurses, 
caregivers, and patients who 
persevere through COVID-19
BIRTH: James Edward Juhan 
Cho was born to Phil and 
Jordan (Phillips) Cho on 
February 10. Congratulations 
to the happy grandparents, Phil 
and Heather!
NEW MEMBERS: Daniel, Elaine, 
Eleanor, and Harriet Overton 

THOSE GRIEVING
Tim Rockey – loss of father, 
Steve Rockey
Melissa and Zachary Hearn 
(sister-in-law and nephew of 
Chris Heard) – loss of father, 
Ross Anderson
Eric Short and Erin Opdahl – 
loss of father, Sam Short
Christian Socquet – loss of 
father, Johnny Cowan
Phil Daringer – loss of mother, 
Joyce Daringer
Judy Tapper – loss of sister, 
Muriel Meador
Lisa Scott – loss of cousin, 
Margi Dalmas
Lauren Kliest-Blankfein – loss 
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry 
– loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss 
of Mark’s brother, Dan
Sue Ann Meador –  loss of 
father, Joe Burroughs

Darlene Rivas – loss of mother, 
Sara Hodges
Jacqueline Dillion – loss of 
father, Roger Dillion 
Joe Cocke – loss of wife, Kathy

FIGHTING CANCER
Robin Brown (former member) 
– cancer has recurred in her 
bones and bone marrow
Patricia Sparks (sister-in-law of 
Shannon Latson) – prayers for 
her as she begins a new round 
of a different type of chemo
Karen Kennedy (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – stage IV kidney cancer
Ted McAllister (former 
member) – test results showing 
increase in cancer numbers
Lucinda Hodges (sister-
in-law of Darlene Rivas) – 
multiple myeloma and cardiac 
amyloidosis 
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of 
Lisa Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Sonia Forman (fiancée of 
Brian Smithers) – safety for 
freinds and family who reside in 
Ukraine
Elder nomination and 
affirmation process –
congregational wisdom and 

discernment from the Spirit
Children’s Ministry 2022 
– smooth transition for 
children, location of wonderful 
candidates, smooth transition 
of Penny into next chapter
Linda Rice (mother of Char 
Hurley) – infection in legs, high 
blood pressure, poor circulation 
Kendra Davis (sister of 
Suzanne Scarberry) – 
recovering from recent surgery; 
undergoing additional tests
Michelle Grant (daughter of 
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry) 
– at week 37 of pregnancy; has 
experienced some problems 
during pregnancy
Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin 
and Nelda) – struggling with 
numerous issues and declining 
health 
Calleigh Hunnicutt – difficulty 
standing and walking; some 
improvements
Pat Tudor – tolerating 
immunotherapy 
Eileen Charles (step-mother 
of Robert Charles) – suffered 
stroke
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Al Odenath (father of Nick 
Odenath) – dealing with anxiety 
and confusion in memory care 
unit
Family and friends who have 
battled with COVID-19 or lost 
someone during the pandemic
Marilyn Aurand – physical 

therapy for spinal stenosis and 
to improve mobility
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas – continued 
health issues; pray for answers 
and successful treatments  
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression 
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of 
Marcus and Julia) – ongoing 
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania 
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets – ministry 
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI 
with  the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the 
Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

March 6 Attendance

On-Site Service 106

Online Viewing 89
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