April 3, 2022

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for

wor

ship. We pray you will

encounter God as we

worship together.

Tolay

9:00am
10:00am

10:15am

2:30pm
6:00pm

Bible Classes for all ages

Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

Worship Service On-Site
and via YouTube

YG Return from Springfest
Town Hall Meeting

Wpcewing Evenils

Apr 4
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 7
Apr 1-3
Apr 10
Apr 15

Apr 17
Apr 24

Women'’s Bible Study
Guys’ Group

High School Pod
Hungry-Thirsty Group
Conejo School Tutoring
Life Group at Fosters'
Springfest Youth Rally
Palm Sunday

Good Friday Worship
Services

Easter Celebration Service

Penny White's Retirement
Dinner

Bithdays This Week

T) Reynolds 4/3
Lorna Thomas 4/3
Michele Davis 4/4
Shirlene Watson 4/5
Miranda Brawner a4/7
Ashlyn Thomas 4/8
Vincent Chambers 4/9
Linda Antonio 4/10

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

Addiction and Redemption
By Andy Wall

“The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken.”
Samuel Johnson

What is addiction? One definition is the “complex, progressive, injurious, and, often,
disabling attachment to a substance or behavior in which a person compulsively seeks a
change of mood.” The substances include alcohol or drugs and the behaviors include work,
gambling, sex, shopping, exercise, or video games.

So is addiction a sin or a sickness? Judging by the responses one can find to this question,
the answer is definitely, er, ah, well—complicated! The majority report from psychologists
and sociologists, as well as recovery groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous, is that
addictions are not sins. The basis for this is that addictions are viewed as diseases. Those
who are addicted are viewed as lacking a choice because the addiction is “in charge.” So
why heap blame or guilt on them?

On the other hand, many verses of scripture indicate that behaviors such as drunkenness,
lust and immorality are sins. Thus, the reasoning goes, if someone is drunk or commits
sexual immorality or is full of lustful thoughts, they have sinned, whether they are addicts
or not. Being addicted to something, according to this line of thought, does not excuse
the sinful behavior brought on by the addiction. Even if an addict has reached the point
at which he or she has no choice in his behavior, did the addiction not begin as a series of
sinful choices, freely made?

Perhaps there are other ways to think about addiction that do not force us into such
either/or dichotomies. Scripture does speak of sin as a force that takes on a life of its own
in the human heart. The apostle Paul (Romans 7:15 ff.) admits, “I do not understand my
own actions. For | do not do what | want, but | do the very thing | hate.” Elsewhere, Paul
describes the spiritual battle that takes place between Christians and the principalities and
powers, the spiritual hosts of darkness (Ephesians 6:12 ff.). Many who have struggled with
various besetting sins have experienced powerlessness before their temptation.

It is interesting that though Alcoholics Anonymous describes alcoholism as a disease, it
prescribes a very spiritually redemptive remedy: confession of powerlessness, belief in a
higher power, relinquishment of the will to the care of God, confession of wrongdoings,
praying for the removal of shortcomings, making direct amends to those harmed, and
sharing the message with other strugglers. This is a tacit acknowledgement that whatever
the roots of addiction may be, its remedy must include a profoundly spiritual process of
renewal.

As Christians, | pray that our stance toward those struggling with addictions might be
both truthful (“your behavior is destroying you and your deepest relationships”) and
redemptive (“we want to support you as you pursue healing”).



Whal's Happening AL Covejs

Children’s Ministry Candidate

April is a very full month, but the Children’s Minister Search
Committee was able to arrange time for Haylie Douglas to
meet with us this weekend! Please plan to meet Haylie if at all
possible this weekend:

«  Saturday, April 2, at 7pm, Rick and Paula Marrs are
hosting a “meet and greet” reception for her at their home
11234 Crenshaw Street, Moorpark, CA 93021. Everyone is
encouraged to attend.

+ Sunday, April 3, Haylie will worship with us this weekend.
Anyone who has not had an opportunity to meet her
should come back to the children’s area, introduce
themselves, and welcome her.

Sermon Series:
The Faces of Sin/The Face of Our Savior

Our current sermon series, “The Faces of Sin/The Face
of Our Savior,” is exploring a variety of images that
Scripture uses to provide insights into sin’s corrosive
power and is part of our 40-Day Lenten journey that is
leading us to Easter. Our habit-forming and potentially
addictive sinful habits, as well as their corrupting effects
on our will and character, will provide the focus for this
week’s sermon. Anyone who has ever struggled with an
addiction or compulsion can understand the enslaving
power of habitual sin.

Augustine observed that our tragedy is that we

love the wrong things, or we love the right things
disproportionately—and are ultimately enslaved by
those loves. Paul wrote about his struggle with doing
what he didn't want to do in Romans 7, reflecting deeply
on the dominion which sin holds over us. But rather
than acquiesce to sin, he found in Christ the remedy

for sin, the “higher power” which set him free from sin’s
enslaving grasp.

Adult Bible Classes
Live Sunday morning Bible classes meet each week at 9am.

Our Growing Families class, primarily for our families with
children living at home, meets on the front porch area and
includes coffee.

Our auditorium class is exploring the Letter to the Hebrews in
a series titled “Encouragement to a Weary Church.” Hebrews
emphasizes at least two central themes: the primacy of Jesus
Christ as the divine Son of God and the importance of faithful
perseverance through challenging times. This Sunday, Tim
Willis will lead our discussion on the message of Hebrews 9:11-
10:18 in a class titled “I'm Only Going to Do This Once.” Our
schedule for the next four weeks is as follows:

+ April 10. Drawing Near to God (10:19-39)

+ April 17. Faith: Still Living on a Promise (11:1-40)
 April 24. Running with Perseverance (12:1-25)

* May 1. Keep on Keeping On (13:1-25)

Welcome, Piper Michele Davis!
i AWy Piper Michele was born to Matt and

weighed in at 6 pounds 8 ounces and
was 20 inches long. Our prayer is that
{ Piper will grow in wisdom, stature,
and in love and devotion to God and
God's creation. We welcome this
precious little one to the world.

Holly Chambers has created a meal
train for the Davis family as they
adjust to life with little Piper. Please click here to access the
meal delivery sign up.

40-Day Spiritual Adventure

We have begun our annual 40-Day Spiritual Adventure. It is the
traditional time each year in which Christians prepare for the
remembrance of Good Friday and the celebration of Easter.

Please click here to see a handout of ideas and suggestions of
practices and activities for this year's season of Lent.

Elder Selection Process

Our elder selection process continues. Please join us for a
Town Hall congregational discussion with our elder nominees
and returning elders tonight at 6pm. On Wednesday, April 6,
we will begin accepting affirmation ballots. Details will be sent
out via email. There will be a link to an online form as well as
paper ballots available in the foyer throughout the affirmation
process. Watch your email and Family news in the weeks to
come for more details. Please continue to pray for clarity and
wisdom for all our nominees and our members through the
rest of this process.

Seder by the Sea / April 16

You are invited to the Scarberry home to observe the
traditional celebration of Passover on Saturday, April 16. Seder
will begin at 5:30pm and will include a traditional Passover meal
with songs and liturgy. It will end by 9:30pm. It is particularly
meaningful this year to celebrate freedom with what is going
on in the world. Well-behaved children are more than welcome
to join us but there is no childcare. RSVP to Suzanne at
mecmom@®@yahoo.com by April 10.

Meeting and Masking
In Ventura County, masking is strongly recommended for
indoor gatherings regardless of vaccination status. Thank you!


https://mealtrain.com/yv4wre
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/40-Days-Spiritual-Adventure-Ideas.pdf
mailto:mecmom%40yahoo.com?subject=Seder%20By%20the%20Sea
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SUMMER CAMPS: EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION

It's time to sign up for summer camps! Camp can be a profound
spiritual experience for our kids and is a place in which we
continue to see God work in powerful ways in our kids' lives. If
you desire that your child grow closer to God, camp is one of
the greatest assets we have in helping that become a reality.

SoCal Teen Camp 2022 “Bloom” (July 10-16)

Teen Camp is for students who have finished 7th - 12th grades
before camp. You can see more info about Teen Camp and
complete the early-bird registration form here. Early bird
prices end TONIGHT AT MIDNIGHT so REGISTER TODAY!

King’'s Kamp 2022 “A Different Kind of Hero” (July 24-30)
Kings Kamp is for students who have finished 4th - 8th grades
before camp. You can see more info about Kings Kamp and
complete the early-bird registration form here. Early-bird
prices end April 11 so please register now!

Springfest Youth Rally 2022 / April 1-3

Several members of our youth group have gone to Westside
Church of Christ in Bakersfield for the annual youth rally called
Springfest. Jack Williamson will be the Sunday morning teacher
for those who were unable to attend Springfest. The group
should return to Conejo between 2 and 3pm. Please pray for
their encouragement, growth, and safe return!

Youth Group Pods

Throughout the month of April, YG pods will study a series
called “Break Trail.” This is a 6-week series that looks at the
importance clearing a path so that others can follow. Click here
to learn more about meeting times and this month'’s theme.

Lip Sync FunRaiser 2022
A huge thank

you to the youth
group members
and members of
our congregation
who came out

last Sunday to
have an evening
of fun fellowship
together. We had
a blast and we
were so proud of
the work our kids
put into making
this event happen!
So very good to be
together to laugh

and cry together.

Children’s Winistyy

Spring 2022 Memory Verse
So you must go and make disciples of all nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Teach them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And you can be sure that I am always with you,
to the very end.

Matthew 28:19-20 NIRV

Palm Sunday Processional
Next Sunday, April 10, our children are invited to participate in
a palm processional at the worship service. Please gather 10
minutes prior to the worship service in the children’s worship
area to receive instructions and palms. Family members of
young children are welcome and encouraged to participate by
walking with or carrying your younger children.

Family Good Friday Experlence / April 15
This year's annual Family :
Good Friday Experience will
be outdoors on April 15, 2022.
Please go ahead and mark
this date on your calendars.

We will have staggered
starting times so that the
evening will be one in which
all families can proceed
through the stations with
time and space to remember Jesus and talk about the events
that led to his death. Please click here and fill in the details

to reserve your time to participate in this wonderful family
event. If you have any questions or need assistance, please
contact Penny at

(818) 857-6213 or
pennymwhite502@
gmail.com.

The image to the left
with a link to sign up
for the event has been
placed on FaceBook.
Please share it with
your friends.

Family Good Friday

April 15, 2022
Walk-Through Interactive Event


https://www.socalteencamp.org/
http://kingskamp.org/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/YG-Pods-Break-Trail-April.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQhBLa2GfZV07sy1xY8fYsAp_vp1zVHok3xy3LHRjyuuIm5A/viewform
mailto:pennymwhite502%40gmail.com?subject=Family%20Good%20Friday%20Event
mailto:pennymwhite502%40gmail.com?subject=Family%20Good%20Friday%20Event

PRAISES

PREGNANCY: Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (July)

Researchers, doctors, nurses,
caregivers, and patients who
persevere through COVID-19

BIRTH: Piper Michele Davis
was born to Matt and Jodi Davis
on March 26.

Alice Joy Overton was born to
Daniel and Elaine Overton (and
big sisters Eleanor and Harriet)
on March 11

Carina Abigail Grant was
born to Eric and Michelle
(Scarberry) Grant on March

18; congratulations to
grandparents Mark and
Suzanne

NEW MEMBERS: Caleb
Bearman; Daniel, Elaine,
Eleanor, Harriet, and Alice
Overton

THOSE GRIEVING
Jim White - loss of father,
Donovan White

Lisa Scott - loss of friend,
Karen Kennedy

Alyssa West and her mother,
Kathy Stetz - loss of Mark
Stetz, Alyssa's uncle

Maureen Thomas - loss of
mother, Barbara Lewis

Tim Rockey - loss of father,
Steve Rockey

Eric Short and Erin Opdahl -
loss of father, Sam Short

Christian Socquet - loss of
father, Johnny Cowan

Attendance
+O)ving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowiselfTo prayer being walchgul and thankful. Colossians 4:2

Phil Daringer - loss of mother,
Joyce Daringer

Judy Tapper - loss of sister,
Muriel Meador

Lisa Scott - loss of cousin,
Margi Dalmas

Lauren Kliest-Blankfein - loss
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry
- loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss
of Mark’s brother, Dan

Sue Ann Meador - loss of
father, Joe Burroughs

Darlene Rivas - loss of mother,
Sara Hodges

Jacqueline Dillion - loss of
father, Roger Dillion

FIGHTING CANCER

Robin Brown (former member)
- cancer has recurred in her
bones and bone marrow

Patricia Sparks (sister-in-law of
Shannon Latson) - prayers for
her as she begins a new round
of a different type of chemo

Ted McAllister (former
member) - test results showing
increase in cancer numbers
Lucinda Hodges (sister-

in-law of Darlene Rivas) -
multiple myeloma and cardiac
amyloidosis

Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott)
- cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of
Lisa Scott) - stage IV cancer

March 27 Attendance

On-Site Service

Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King

Worship & Media Manager ~ Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell

travis.moore926@gmail.com

Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jonathan Meador (brother of
Judy Tapper) - having variety of
health issues

Sonia Forman (fiancée of
Brian Smithers) - safety for
freinds and family who reside in
Ukraine

Elder nomination and
affirmation process -
congregational wisdom and
discernment from the Spirit

Children’s Ministry 2022

- smooth transition for
children, location of wonderful
candidates, smooth transition
of Penny into her next chapter
Linda Rice (mother of Char
Hurley) - infection in legs, high
blood pressure, poor circulation
Kendra Davis (sister of
Suzanne Scarberry) - recovering
from recent surgery

Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin
and Nelda) - struggling with
numerous health issues
Calleigh Hunnicutt - difficulty
standing and walking; some
improvements

Pat Tudor - tolerating
immunotherapy

Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Al Odenath (father of Nick
Odenath) - dealing with anxiety
and confusion in memory care
unit

Marilyn Aurand - physical

therapy for spinal stenosis and
to improve mobility; recovery
from numerous infections
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Ashlyn Thomas - continued
health issues; pray for answers
and successful treatments
Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Carol McNutt - neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of
Marcus and Julia) - ongoing
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Tom Bonner - mission work

in Albania

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets - ministry
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph - teaching

in Thailand

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI
with the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the
Army

March 27 Giving $20,865

120 Weekly Giving Average $16,627
64 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,628,396
Property Settlement $225,000
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Andy Wall Penny White Jack Williamson
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(805) 331-0187 cell
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