
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:15am 	Virtual Worship Service via 

YouTube
10:15am 	On-Site Worship Service
10:30pm	 Infant Dedication Service
3:30pm	 Middle School Pod

Upcoming Events 
May 10    Tuesday Guys’ Group
May 10    First Fruits Potluck
May 11    HS Pod
May 11    Hungry/Thirsty Group
May 12    Life Group at the Fosters’
May 14    Potluck and Singing at the 

Johnsons’
May 15    Mission Trip Meeting
May 15	 Baby Shower for Elaine 

(and baby Alice) Overton
May 30    Memorial Day Picnic
Jun 13-16 Vacation Bible School
Jun 26-Jul 1    Mexico Mission Trip

Birthdays This Week
Anna Stephens        	 5/8
Kay Falletta            		  5/10
Co Warford            		  5/12
Mark Scarberry        	 5/13
Justus Baird            		  5/15

May 8, 2022

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Chasing the Monsters Away
[Editor’s Note: Today’s guest editorial, by minister Matt Soper, reminds us of the 

enduring influence of Moms and offers Happy Mother’s Day wishes to all of our Moms.]

No one is poor who has had a godly mother. Abraham Lincoln

When I was going through summer training in the Marine Corps during college, the drill 
instructors ridiculed us about everything: our religion, our college, our hometown, our 
hobbies, our habits, our appearance.  Nothing was off limits. Except our mothers.

Bob Greene, in an ode to his mother entitled “The Woman in the Photograph,” reflects on 
the power and depth of the role:  “I once knew a homicide detective in Chicago, a man who 
saw the absolute grisliest, meanest parts of humanity every day.  You would expect a man 
like that to be tough beyond redemption, but I always sensed a soft center to him. One day 
I sat down with him and asked him about it, and he told me that no matter where he went 
in his life, part of him remained a small boy - and that inside the small boy there was the 
memory of his mother.  He told me, “Even when I was in the service, when I’d be out on a 
pass at four in the morning, I could hear my mother’s voice saying, ‘Joe, get home,’ and I’d 
go back to the barracks.”

Greene acknowledges, “I know exactly what he meant.  I am not the best person in the 
world; there are things about me that I would change if I could, and that I would not 
particularly respect if I found them in other people.  But I know this:  whenever I am doing 
something I sense might be wrong, I can check myself by asking myself whether I would be 
ashamed if my mother knew about it.”

A final memory from Greene:  “My mother tells me, and I vaguely remember, that as a 
small child I thought there were monsters in my closet.  Before I could sleep, I would need 
for her to make the monsters leave my room.  So every night she would say the words - she 
remembers them even now - ‘Ruley and duck and goose and wolf, car, airplane, and the 
one who burps - get out of here!’  And I would sleep.” 

“I cringe a little, typing that.  But it seems that only by recounting the specific can I say 
what I mean: that in many ways there is nothing that affects a man so strongly as those 

childhood years spent with his mother; and that I doubt that children have changed so 
much by now that they are less needful of what their mothers can give them.  For most 

of our lives it is our own responsibility to chase the monsters away; for a few brief years 
at the beginning, our mothers are there to do it for us.” 



What’s Happening At Conejo
Today’s Sermon

In today’s sermon message, we’ll be reflecting on the 
opening verses of Psalm 78. In these verses, the narrator 
recounts both God’s awesome deeds as well as Israel’s 
short memory and egregious lack of gratitude. The 
psalmist declares the responsibility of older generations 
to teach the next generation the praiseworthy deeds 
of the Lord. As we dedicate and pray for our newborns 
today, we remember that we are called to be teachers of 
the great story of Scripture and models of gratitude for 
the new generation.

Adult Bible Classes / New Classes Launch Today
Today, we are launching two new adult classes. The auditorium 
class will begin an exploration of the Book of Ecclesiastes titled 
“That Which Endures.” Chris Heard will introduce the class. 

In the overflow room nearest the donut station, Bill Foster will 
be hosting a video series titled “One at a Time,” focusing on 
how we might follow Jesus in becoming difference-makers in 
our spheres of influence. Each week, the class will include an 
11-14 minute video featuring Kyle Idleman, followed by group 
discussion. 

The Growing Families class will be taking a break and class 
members are invited to join one of the other two classes. 

First Fruits Group / May 10
The next First Fruits Small Group is set for Tuesday, May 10 
at 6pm at the home of Stu and Co Warford. The  topic will be 
“Transplanting.” We will cover planting seed starts or store-
bought vegetable plants into our pots and beds. We’ll do 
the potluck “Johnson style,” where we  provide the meat and 
everyone can bring whatever sides, salads, and desserts they 
would like to share. 

RSVP by notifying the Warfords in person or via stu@
conejochurch.org. 

Potluck and Singing / May 14
Our next Potluck and Singing is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 14, 
beginning at 5pm. It will be at the 
home of Jeremy and Amber Johnson. 
Please bring a side dish, salad, or 
dessert to share and come enjoy 
fellowship and singing outdoors.

Baby Shower for Elaine Overton / May 15 
Ladies, please join us as we 
celebrate with the Overton 
family the birth of little Alice Joy 
on Sunday, May 15 at 2 pm at 
the home of Paula Marrs, 11234 
Crenshaw Street in Moorpark. 
Please bring a box of diapers and 

a gift card.  Preferred cards are Amazon, Walmart, and Target. 

October 2021 - April 2022
Happy Mother’s Day! Today, we will offer blessings and prayers for our newborns as we dedicate these precious ones to the Lord 
during our worship service. We will follow the biblical examples of Hannah (1 Samuel 1:27-28) and Joseph and Mary (Luke 2:22) 
in dedicating our infants to the Lord and dedicating ourselves to their spiritual training. As a congregation, we believe that God 
has called us to be the spiritual family of these little ones and that it is our privilege to partner with their parents to support their 
spiritual formation and development. Come and share in this important service of celebration and commitment! Please click here  
to see the insert with photos of this year’s infants and the blessings from their parents.

2022 Baby Dedication Service

Philomena Helen 
October 8, 2021 

Rob and Alyssa W.

Felix William 
January 4, 2022 

Nathan and Kellie T.

Alice Joy 
March 11, 2022 

Daniel and Elaine O.

Piper Michele 
March 26, 2022 

Matthew and Jodi D.

mailto:stu%40conejochurch.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20First%20Fruits%20Group
mailto:stu%40conejochurch.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20First%20Fruits%20Group
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/infant-dedication-Insert-2.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Insert-CM-Infant-Dedication-Philomena1.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Insert-CM-Infant-Dedication-Felix1.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Insert-CM-Infant-Dedication-Alice1.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Insert-CM-Infant-Dedication-Piper1.pdf


Youth Led Service Was A Blessed Day!

We are so proud of the amazing job our youth group did last 
Sunday in leading our worship service! We are blessed to be a 
part of a church that values and supports our youth in many 
endeavors. We look forward to more opportunities for our kids 
to take leadership roles within our worship services on a more 
regular basis. Don’t forget to pray about ways you can serve, 
grow in leadership, and be ready for greater commitment the 
next time our Let Me Serve forms come around! 

Family Outreach Event at The Mighty Axe / May 22
Our next young families outreach event will be at The Mighty 
Axe in Janss Marketpace on Sunday, May 22 from 5-7pm. Like 
our last Dave & Busters event, this will be the next opportunity 
for our families in the youth group to invite friends with the 

purpose of building community and getting to know members 
of our church family better. The event is for families with kids 
ages 10 and up and costs $48 per person. Like last time, if you 
bring a friend who is not a member of Conejo the cost is free 
for you and the friend/family you invite. We have a max of 75 
spots for this event, so reserve your spots this week when the 
sign up goes out. Looking forward to another fun night!

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION
It’s time to sign up for summer camps! Camp can be a profound 
spiritual experience for our kids and is a place in which we 
continue to see God work in powerful ways in our kids’ lives. If 
you desire that your child grow closer to God, camp is one of 
the greatest assets we have in helping that become a reality. 

SoCal Teen Camp 2022 “Bloom” (July 10-16) 
Teen Camp is for students who have finished 7th - 12th grades 
before camp. You can see more info about Teen Camp and 
complete the registration form here. On-time registration ends 
this coming Saturday, May 14. Don’t miss out on a great week!

King’s Kamp 2022 “A Different Kind of Hero” (July 24-30) 
Kings Kamp is for students who have  finished 4th - 8th grades 
before camp. You can see more info about Kings Kamp and 
complete the early-bird registration form here. Also, if you 
are 16 or older and have an interest in serving as a counselor, 
please fill out the application form on the King’s Kamp website 
to be considered for this important role this summer. On-time 
registration ends Saturday, May 21. 

Youth Group Pods 
Throughout the month of May, YG pods will study a series 
called “Pass It On.” This series looks at how we can be people 
who influence others in positive ways by passing on the good 
news of Jesus. Click here to learn more about meeting times 
and this month’s theme.

Spring 2022 Memory Verse
So you must go and make disciples of all nations. 

Baptize them in the name of the Father  
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And you can be sure that I am always with you,  

to the very end.

Matthew 28:19-20 NIrV

Vacation Bible School / June 13-16
To register children to attend this year’s MONUMENTAL VBS, 
please contact Vincent Chambers: vechambers@gmail.com, 
(310) 804-4275 or Holly Chambers: hbstivers@gmail.com,  
(818) 390-0471.

        To sign up as a volunteer and be part of the 
        MONUMENTAL VBS TEAM, please contact Staci Daringer: 
        psdaringer@verizon.net, (805) 427-5144.

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry

https://www.socalteencamp.org/
http://kingskamp.org/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/YG-Pods-PassItOn-May.pdf


Attendance
+ Giving

May 1 Giving $13,622

Weekly Giving Average $14,929

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,630,490

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (July)
BIRTHS: Piper Michele was 
born to Matt and Jodi Davis
Alice Joy was born to Daniel 
and Elaine Overton 
Carina Abigail was born to Eric 
and Michelle (Scarberry) Grant
BAPTISM: Kiley Haye 
NEW MEMBERS: Caleb 
Bearman; Daniel, Elaine, 
Eleanor, Harriet, and Alice 
Overton

THOSE GRIEVING
Tim Willis – loss of mother, 
Evelyn Willis
Jeff, Josh, Beth Brown (former 
members) – loss of wife / mom, 
Robin Brown 
Larry Bumgardner – loss of 
sister, Donna Bumgardner
Jim White – loss of father, 
Donovon White
Lisa Scott – loss of friend, 
Karen Kennedy; loss of aunt, 
Betty Brown; loss of cousin, 
Margi Dalmas
Alyssa West and her mother, 
Kathy Stetz – loss of Mark 
Stetz, Alyssa’s uncle
Maureen Thomas – loss of 
mother, Barbara Lewis
Tim Rockey – loss of father, 
Steve Rockey
Eric Short and Erin Opdahl – 
loss of father, Sam Short
Christian Socquet – loss of 

father, Johnny Cowan
Phil Daringer – loss of mother, 
Joyce Daringer
Judy Tapper – loss of sister, 
Muriel Meador
Lauren Kliest-Blankfein – loss 
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry 
– loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss 
of Mark’s brother, Dan
Sue Ann Meador –  loss of 
father, Joe Burroughs
Darlene Rivas – loss of mother, 
Sara Hodges
Jacqueline Dillion – loss of 
father, Roger Dillion 

FIGHTING CANCER
Joella Michael – recurrence of 
caner in liver
Patricia Sparks (sister-in-law of 
Shannon Latson) – beginning a 
different type of chemo
Ted McAllister (former 
member) – enters UCLA 
hospital for CAR-T trial in May
Lucinda Hodges (sister-
in-law of Darlene Rivas) – 
multiple myeloma and cardiac 
amyloidosis 
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of 
Lisa Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
John Willis – as he grieves the 
loss of Evelyn, his wife for 66 
years
Eric and Michele (Scarberry) 
Grant (son-in-law and daughter 
of Mark and Suzanne) – learned 
that their newborn, Carina, has 
a rare genetic disorder, Russell-
Silver syndrome
Jonathan Meador (brother of 
Judy Tapper) – having variety of 
health issues
Sonia Forman (fiancée of 
Brian Smithers) – safety for 
friends and family who reside in 
Ukraine
Children’s Ministry 2022 
– smooth transition for 
children, location of wonderful 
candidates, smooth transition 
of Penny into her next chapter
Linda Rice (mother of Char 
Hurley) – infection in legs, high 
blood pressure, poor circulation 
Kendra Davis (sister of 
Suzanne Scarberry) – recovering 
from recent surgery
Michael Jenkins (son of Kevin 
and Nelda) – struggling with 
numerous health issues 
Pat Tudor – tolerating 
immunotherapy 
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Al Odenath (father of Nick 
Odenath) – dealing with anxiety 
and confusion in memory care 
unit
Marilyn Aurand – physical 

therapy for spinal stenosis and 
to improve mobility; recovery 
from numerous infections
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression 
Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of 
Marcus and Julia) – ongoing 
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – mission work 
in Albania 
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets – ministry 
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI 
with the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the 
Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

May 1 Attendance

On-Site Service 140

Online Viewing 92

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
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Outreach Minister
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