May 29, 2022

elcomel

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we
worship together.

Tolay

9:00am Bible Classes for all ages
10:15am On-Site Worship Service

10:15am Virtual Worship Service via
YouTube

Wpcewing Evenils

May 30 Memorial Day Picnic

May 31  Fifth Commandment
Group

Jun 1 Hungry/Thirsty Group
Jun 2 Life Group at the Fosters’
Jun5 Senior Sunday

Jun 12  Promotion Sunday

Jun 13-16 Vacation Bible School
Jun 26-Jul 1 Mexico Mission Trip
Jul 10-16 Teen Camp

Jul 24-30 King's Kamp

Bithdays This Week

Mark Davis 5/30
Katie Charles 6/4

Welcowe and Response

Please contact the ministers or
elders if there are ways that they
can pray for you or those you love.

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

Looking for God

by Jack Williamson

On a mountain trek into the backcountry, | asked teens to keep their eyes out for God.
Along the trail each was tasked with watching for how they saw God in the wilderness or
our experiences. Each night | would remind them to be looking and ready to share on our
last night.

On the last day we were at a high mountain peak. It was late August in northern Idaho. We
were at a crystal clear lake. We took a short hike out of camp up to where there was still
frozen snow in the shadow of the rocks. Nestled in those cliffs was a glacial spring from
which flowed pure water to fill the lake below. On the entire trek, one boy had confided in
me that he hadn’t found a parable. He was afraid he would have no observations to share
about how he saw God or anything that reminded him of the Kingdom of God.

On that night he said something like this. “I finally got my parable today. Up at the top

of that spring, there is snow that hasn't melted all summer. In a couple weeks the snow
will start falling again and some of that snow will be buried and frozen until next spring.
Sitting here on the mountain isn’t the purpose for snow like that. It's supposed to melt to
jumpstart the spring to nourish plants and animals throughout the summer into the fall
until the cycle starts all over again. That frozen snow, still sitting up there, isn't fulfilling
its purpose. | wonder if some people in our church are like that? How many of us are just
sitting in the pews every Sunday soaking up the message or the songs and never really
getting up and out into the world to share what we have learned to nourish others and
fulfill our purpose? We weren’t meant to just sit in the pews.”

That was more than thirty years ago. | have never forgotten that parable. Fast forward

to San Felipe mission trips in the heat of Baja, Mexico and you have a vastly different
scenario. Still | used the same technique over and over, asking teens to watch for God
throughout the week and share a parable of the Kingdom on our last night. A foreign
exchange student from Germany was with us. He was bright, funny and worked as hard
as anyone else, but | wasn't sure where he was with faith or God. On the last night, | was
ready to cut him some slack so that he would not have to force out a parable if he wasn't
in the place to do that. He told me he was ready. When it came his turn he said something
like this. “All week it has been so hot and the work has been so hard. Every time | thought
I had reached my limit | would go to the water cooler to get a drink or take a break. Each
time | would look at the cooler and be refreshed, because the brand name of the cooler is
GOTT. In German, that is God. Somewhere along the way this week | realized that it is not
just water that refreshes us in this work for a family living in poverty. This cooler is a true
parable for God's refreshment given to us in the midst of hard work and love for others.”

Have you opened your eyes this week? When was the last time you saw God?



What's Happening AL Coneje

Sermon Series:
“What Are We Doing Here?"

\Y

Our new sermon series entitled ‘What are We Doing
Here?" attempts to take a serious, yet upbeat look at
why we gather as a church on Sunday mornings. Today's
sermon continues to ask that question. What are we
really doing by gathering together each Sunday? What
difference does all this make? Are there really eternal
differences being made in our lives and the lives of
others by gathering for worship and fellowship? | believe
the answer is “Yes!” Whether that is true for you depends
on how you are involved and whether you are invested
in what God is up to among us and in the world around
us. So... what are you doing here?

Adult Bible Classes

We are currently offering two adult classes each Sunday. The
auditorium class is exploring of the Book of Ecclesiastes in

a study titled “That Which Endures.” Today, Michael Ditmore
will be leading an exploration of “Does Justice Endure” from
Ecclesiastes 3:16-17; 4:1-3; 8:2-17.

In the overflow room nearest the donut station, Bill Foster

is hosting a video series titled “One at a Time,” focusing on
how we might follow Jesus in becoming difference-makers in
our spheres of influence. Each week, the class will include an
11-14 minute video featuring Kyle Idleman, followed by group
discussion.

Memorial Day Picnic

Monday, May 30, is Conejo’'s annual Memorial Day picnic at
Dover and Hendrix Park in Thousand Oaks. This is a great

day for fun, food, fellowship, and games with friends and
family. It is also an opportunity to introduce your friends from
outside of church to your church family in a fun and friendly
atmosphere. Activities include volleyball, crawdad-hunting and
tadpole-hunting in the creek, hiking, and nine-square.The fun

starts around 10am, with grilling at 11, and lunch around noon.

Please plan to bring food or drinks to share according to the
initial letter of your last name:

A-E: Two or more 2 liters drinks and chips

F-O: Desserts

P-Z: Salad or Side dish

Praying for Our Church Leaders
) e s

Thank you to everyone who has prayed for and participated in
the selection of Conejo’s elders for the coming years. Below is
the name for each of our current elders:

Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades,

Mike Rivas, Chris Stivers, and Tim Willis. Their names are listed
weekly on page 4 of the Family News along with a general email
address “elders@conejochurch.org.” For their specific personal
addresses, please log into the member area of the church
website.

Please continue to pray for each of these leaders, their families,
and the church as a whole as we move forward. May God's
work be made known in the Conejo Valley and beyond and may
many people be drawn to God through interactions with this
community of believers.

Photo Updates for Directories

We are in the process of updating our photo directories—both
those in the foyer and those in the password protected area
of our website. Stu Warford will be on the front porch with his
camera both before and after our worship time together. We
encourage all new members as well as long-time members

to take advantage of this opportunity to update your family's
photo. These directories are great tools to help us put names
and faces together as we reconnect after the long months of
the pandemic.

Fifth Commandment Group / May 31
We are told to “Honor -
your father and your
mother,” in the fifth
commandment. How do
we do that in our adult
lives as our parents age,
face health challenges,
and live hundreds

or even thousands I
of miles away? Join us this Tuesday at 7pm as we share our
current challenges and concerns regarding our aging parents
and spend time praying for wisdom, direction, and comfort for
those we love. Zoom Meeting Link.



mailto:elders%40conejochurch.org?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81339073892

High Scheol+ Widdle Scheel

Senior Sunday and Graduate Banquet / June 5

It's almost time to honor our 2022 high school graduates!

This is a special Sunday. We have a combined bible class at
9am where we encourage our seniors with an activity we do
known as the web of love. We share memories and things we
appreciate about them. During the service, they are presented
with bibles filled with encouraging messages from various
Conejo members and then they are prayed over. Then, at 6pm
we come back to celebrate with their families with dinner,
games, and family blessings. Parents, make sure your kids are
involved in this important day for our seniors! The senior bibles
are available in the foyer for you to write messages in. These
messages can be a word of encouragement, favorite scripture,
or some nuggets of wisdom for this next chapter of life.

Youth Group Studies

Throughout the month of May, YG is studying a series called
“Pass It On.” This series looks at how we can be people who
influence others in positive ways by passing on the good news
of Jesus. Click here to learn more about meeting times and this
month's theme.

Starting in June, our separated pods will take a break for the
summer. With the mission trip, summer camps, and vacations
it is not possible to keep these groups meeting regularly.
Weekly bible study will still be available on Sunday mornings at
9am at the church building. The middle school and high school
groups will be together and studying the same curriculum that
would have been used for separated pods. Pods will reconvene
in mid-August just before school starts.

Summer Camp Registration

It's time to sign up for summer camps! Camp can be a profound
spiritual experience for our kids and is a place in which we
continue to see God work in powerful ways in our kids' lives. If
you desire that your child grow closer to God, camp is one of
the greatest assets we have in helping that become a reality.

SoCal Teen Camp 2022 “Bloom” (July 10-16)

Teen Camp is for students who have finished 7th - 12th grades
before camp. You can see more info about Teen Camp and
complete the registration form here. Don't miss out on a great
week!

King's Kamp 2022 “A Different Kind of Hero" (July 24-30)
Kings Kamp is for students who have finished 4th - 8th grades
before camp. You can see more info about Kings Kamp and
complete the early-bird registration form here.

Family Outreach Event at The Mighty Axe

Children’s Ministy

Spring 2022 Memory Verse
So you must go and make disciples of all nations.
Baptize them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Teach them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And you can be sure that | am always with you,
to the very end.

Matthew 28:19-20 NirV

Vacation Bible School / June 13-16
To register your children for VBS, please click here.

If you have additional questions about registration, please
contact either Vincent Chambers: vechambers@gmail.com,
(310) 804-4275 or Holly Chambers: hbstivers@gmail.com, (818)
390-0471.

To sign up as a volunteer, please click either Teen Volunteer
or Adult Volunteer.

If you have additional questions, please contact Staci Daringer
psdaringer@verizon.net, (805) 427-5144.

Nursery Class / Current Children’s Class Offerings
Bible Classes 9:00-10:00am

2's/3's: Leslie S., Sarah G.
4's-5th grade: Paula M., Patti F.

Worship Classes are available for children during our sermon
time, including a new nursery class for our littlest members:

Nursery: Katie C.
2's/3's: Amber J., Amy M., Kari O.

(some spots

4's-5th: Dwayne H., Michelle W.,

available!) £
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PRAISES

PREGNANCY: Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (July)

BIRTHS: Piper Michele was
born to Matt and Jodi Davis
BAPTISM: Kiley Haye

NEW MEMBERS: Caleb
Bearman

WEDDINGS:

Nathan Heard and Sarah
(Anderson) Heard, May 15

Brian Smithers and Sonia
(Forman) Smithers, May 21

THOSE GRIEVING

Tim Willis - loss of mother,
Evelyn Willis

Jeff, Josh, Beth Brown (former
members) - loss of wife / mom,
Robin Brown

Larry Bumgardner - loss of
sister, Donna Bumgardner
Jim White - loss of father,
Donovon White

Lisa Scott - loss of friend,
Karen Kennedy; loss of aunt,
Betty Brown; loss of cousin,
Margi Dalmas

Alyssa West and her mother,
Kathy Stetz - loss of Mark
Stetz, Alyssa's uncle

Maureen Thomas - |oss of
mother, Barbara Lewis

Tim Rockey - loss of father,
Steve Rockey

Eric Short and Erin Opdahl -
loss of father, Sam Short
Christian Socquet - loss of
father, Johnny Cowan

Attendance
+O)ving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowiselfTo prayer being walchgul and thankful. Colossians 4:2

Phil Daringer - loss of mother,
Joyce Daringer

Judy Tapper - loss of sister,
Muriel Meador

Lauren Kliest-Blankfein - loss
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff

Mark and Suzanne Scarberry
- loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss
of Mark’s brother, Dan

Sue Ann Meador - loss of
father, Joe Burroughs

Darlene Rivas - loss of mother,
Sara Hodges

Jacqueline Dillion - loss of
father, Roger Dillion

FIGHTING CANCER
Joella Michael - recurrence of
cancer in liver

Patricia Sparks (sister-in-law of
Shannon Latson) - beginning a
different type of chemo

Ted McAllister (former
member) - enters UCLA
hospital for CAR-T trial in May

Lucinda Hodges (sister-

in-law of Darlene Rivas) -
multiple myeloma and cardiac
amyloidosis

Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott)
- cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of
Lisa Scott) - stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

May 22 Attendance

On-Site Service

Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King

Worship & Media Manager ~ Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Paula M. / Leslie S.

(805) 479-7267 PM cell
(818) 645-5675 LS cell

Children’s Ministy Contacts Youth & Family Minister

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Robert Heard (father of Chris
Heard) - recovering from
concussion after recent fall;
dealing with COVID as well

John Willis - as he grieves the
loss of Evelyn, his wife for 66
years

Eric and Michele Grant (son-
in-law and daughter of Mark
and Suzanne Scarberry) - Infant
daughter, Carina, has arare
genetic disorder, Russell-Silver
Syndrome

Jonathan Meador (brother of
Judy Tapper) - having variety of
health issues

Sonia Forman Smithers -
safety for friends and family
who reside in Ukraine
Children’s Ministry 2022 -
smooth transitions for children,
Haylie, and Penny into this next
chapter

Linda Rice (mother of Char
Hurley) - infection in legs, high
blood pressure, poor circulation
Kendra Davis (sister of
Suzanne Scarberry) - recovering
from recent surgery

Pat Tudor - tolerating
immunotherapy

Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Al Odenath (father of Nick
Odenath) - dealing with anxiety
and confusion in memory care
unit

Marilyn Aurand - physical
therapy for spinal stenosis and

Travis Moore Andy Wall

(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

to improve mobility; recovery
from numerous infections
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Carol McNutt - neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of
Marcus and Julia) - ongoing
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Tom Bonner - retiring from
mission work in Albania;
prayers for his transition to life
stateside

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets - ministry
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph - teaching

in Thailand

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI
with the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the
Army

May 22 Giving $18,348

114 Weekly Giving Average $15,246
135 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,630,847
Property Settlement $225,000

CHURCH

2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



