
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for all ages
10:15am 	On-Site Worship Service
10:15am 	Virtual Worship Service via 

YouTube

Upcoming Events 
Jul 10	 Kellie Van Atta guest 

preaching
Jul 10-16	 Teen Camp
Jul 11	 Women’s Bible Study
Jul 15	 Moms Better Together
Jul 17	 All-Sing and Ice Cream
Jul 21	 Women’s Book Club
Jul 24-30	 King’s Kamp
Jul 31	 Won By One

Birthdays This Week
Kari Odenath		  7/10
Pat Tudor		  7/10
Dwayne Hunnicutt    	 7/11
Yashica Budde    		  7/16
Maureen Thomas    	 7/16

Welcome and Response
Please contact the ministers or 
elders if there are ways that they 
can pray for you or those you love.

July 10, 2022

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Three Things Never to Say to Someone Grieving a Loss
By Andy Wall

[Editor’s note: Today’s guest article, by author Brian Orme, reminds us that it’s possible 
to share something that is “true” and still fail to be helpful. Empathy is often the missing 
ingredient when we seek to comfort those grieving a loss.] 

When it comes to grief and loss, Dr. Brené Brown, a research professor at the University of 
Houston Graduate College of Social Work says, “Rarely does a response make something 
better; what makes something better is a connection.” When trying to comfort a good friend 
or family member during the death of a loved one we usually find ourselves searching for the 
right words to say, but often our words unintentionally derail the grieving process.

The words we say to the grieving are usually meant to comfort, but sometimes they become 
grief deflectors. We like to pull our friends and family members out of their despair and into 
hope, but sometimes, we just need to be present with them in the darkness. Grief, lament, 
sorrow, these are all part of life. In fact, the Bible has a whole book dedicated to grief and 
mourning called Lamentations. And it’s there for good reason. Grief and sorrow create a rich 
soil for our faith to grow deeper.

Here are three things we should probably stop saying to someone who’s recently lost a 
loved one. These simple phrases sound comforting on the surface, but they typically serve as 
patchwork rather than healing balm to the suffering. If you want to validate someone’s loss and 
give him/her permission to grieve, stay clear of these phrases and just be present, vulnerable 
and make a deeper connection.

1. “They’re in a better place.”   
This phrase tends to make the person who’s grieving feel like their current struggle isn’t 
credible because if they were truly spiritual they would know how great this moment really 
is! At its best, this phrase is well meaning and at its worst it can feel like spiritual abuse. When 
Jesus came to Mary and Martha after his good friend Lazarus died, he did one simple thing: he 
cried. Instead of saying, “At least Lazarus is in a better place,” Jesus joined the mourners. When 
it comes to grief, vulnerable empathy always beats the spiritual catchphrase. Resist the urge to 
inject a quick dose of hope and offer your solidarity instead.

2. “At least they’re not suffering anymore.”   
When you’re going through an earth-shattering loss, you’re not looking for the smallest 
common denominator of hope. No one wants their loved one to suffer, but you still 
desperately want them to be present. If we go back to Jesus at Lazarus’ gravesite, I can’t 
imagine him saying to Mary or Martha, “Well, at least he’s not suffering anymore.” Jesus was 
racked with sorrow himself and through his tears he gave others permission to grieve—human 
connection at its deepest.

3. “Time heals all wounds.”   
This could be true, but it’s a terrible cliché and it trivializes the present pain—pointing to the 
fact that it will heal… just hang in there! A person who loses a loved one is connected to them 
through their grief. It’s hard to separate the two—the grief from the love—during the first 
stages of loss. Avoid platitudes and trite phrases. Remember, it’s not your job to heal them—it’s 
your job to feel something deep with them and give them permission to grieve in the context of 
their faith. 

Cry, hug, pray, and be present in the midst of loss. Don’t rush people through grief, because in 
doing so, you might help them bypass the very comfort of God.



Sermon Series: 
Slow to Speak; Quck to Listen

Today’s sermon by Kellie Van Atta is titled “I See You.” 

As we continue discussing faith and interpersonal 
communication, we’ll focus on slowing down to see 
people like Jesus did, with grace, understanding and 
empathy. The New Testament gives many examples 
of Jesus loving those that others may have found 
unlovable. As Christians, before treating people unkindly 
or with contempt, we need to remember that others are 
created in God’s image.

It is tempting to view difficult people as obstacles rather 
than opportunities to love, but the Bible reminds us 
that God, when He sent His son, didn’t treat us as we 
deserved to be treated but loved us despite our sins. 
With empathy, we strive to put ourselves in the shoes 
of others, listening to their stories and seeing them with 
grace. This sermon will focus on seeing people through 
new eyes after learning more about what they are going 
through and developing more empathy.

“Holy Moments” Summer Class
During the months of July and August, we’ll be sharing in a 
combined auditorium class titled “Holy Moments.” Each week 
we’re inviting individuals to share about a biblical character 
who has inspired, challenged, or deeply formed them. Today, 
Tim and Jan Willis will lead the class. If you’d be interested in 
participating and sharing your “Holy Moment” story one week, 
please contact Andy Wall. 

Moms Better Together / July 15
Moms of all ages are invited and 
encouraged to be a part of a new 
ministry at Conejo. The second 
meeting for “Moms Better Together” 
has been scheduled for Friday, July 
15, from 5-7:30pm at the CVCC church 
building. Please click here for all of 
the details. 

Summer Women’s Book Club
We are excited to announce a summer 
women’s book club! Our first meeting 
to discuss Hunting Magic Eels by Richard 
Beck was this past Thursday. This is an 
engaging book about paying attention 
to God’s presence in our lives. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 
21. To order your copy of the book, 
please click here. If you’d like more 
information, please contact Kellie Van 
Atta at vanattakellie@gmail.com.

Assistance for Ukrainian Refugees
We recently gathered a special collection to assist those who 
are caring for Ukrainian refugees. The missions committee has 
vetted two groups to support with these funds. One is Helping 
Hands International (https://www.hhi.org/) based out of 
Nashville that serves those in need worldwide. The second is a 
congregation in Sopot, Poland. The Sopot Church of Christ has 
written a type of newsletter that lets people know what they 
are doing to help. Please click here to access their newsletter.

Thank you, church, for your generous donations. The 
contributions continue to come in. We will share the total 
collected for this effort at the end of July. Please continue to 
pray for those in that area as well as those whose friends and 
family members have been displaced by the attacks.

All Sing and Ice Cream / July 17
Do you enjoy singing 
praises? Do you love to 
eat ice cream? Join us at 
6pm on Sunday, July 17, 
for a time to sing together 
as a church family. Our 
time of worship will be 
followed by a homemade 
ice cream social. Get out 
your ice cream makers and 
bring your favorite recipe. Note: please label your concoction 
appropriately if it contains peanuts or tree nuts. 

Won By One Concert / July 31
Join us for an evening concert with Won by One, at 6pm on 
Sunday, July 31. Won by One is a six-member a performing 
group representing Pepperdine University. A number of Conejo 
members are alums of the group, which works with the offices 
of Churches Relations and Admissions to strengthen ties 
between Pepperdine and the Churches of Christ.

Annual Pismo Beach Trip / August 8-12, 2022
For about 20 years before the pandemic hit, many in our 
church have enjoyed an annual trip to Pismo Beach. This year 
we’re going back to the early days where we camp right on the 
beach and spend time visiting around the campfire, walking on 
the beach, and riding in the dunes. It’s a very casual outing, and 
it’s fine to come up for the day or bring your own tent or trailer 
and stay Monday-Thursday nights. For more details and how to 
make your required online reservation at Pismo Beach, please 
contact Mark Davis at (310) 892–9986 or mrkwdvs@gmail.com. 

What’s Happening At Conejo

https://www.evite.com/event/0283UXCPUDDUZU22QEPM6YXLMC275Y/rsvp?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://www.amazon.com/Hunting-Magic-Eels-Recovering-Enchanted/dp/1506464653?fbclid=IwAR3eikHmoMfzeDhDdfSNSKZVhTEFiKPEHvmq00m0smX08NE3YssN_ru1v0A
mailto:vanattakellie%40gmail.com?subject=Summer%20Women%27s%20Book%20Club
https://www.hhi.org/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Sopot-Church-of-Christ-Helping-Ukrainian-Refugees-1.pdf
mailto:mrkwdvs%40gmail.com?subject=CVCC%20Pismo%20Camping


Teen Camp This Week
This week, many of our teens will be at camp with teens from 
other churches throughout Southern California. Please pray for 
the safety, friendships, and spiritual sensitivity and growth of all 
students, counselors, and leaders who are present.

Youth Group Bible Class
Please help our students participate, learn, grow, and 
encourage one another by taking part in our weekly bible 
class time together. Bible class is on Sunday mornings at 9am. 
Separated middle school and high school pods will reconvene 
in mid-August just before school starts. Click here to learn 
more about this month’s theme. 

Summer Bonfires are BACK!
We had a good group go to the first of three summer bonfire 
nights at Dockweiler Beach! We are grateful to Brendin 
Williamson and the Hilltop Church for hosting these gatherings. 
They are great opportunities for fun and fellowship with 
multiple youth groups. The next bonfire night is scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 19. 

Family Outreach Events
Thank you to those who came out 
to our last family outreach event 
in Malibu and invited their friends. 
It was a beautiful day to take in 
the beauty of the ocean, the fun of 
friends, and learn some new skills! 
Our next family event is a Dodgers 

game (Dodgers vs. Marlins) on August 20. We will send out 
details as soon as they are finalized. 

Mexico Mission Trip 2022 
Thanks to everyone who contributed 
to help the team of teens and adults 
to go Mexico to build a house for 
the Jacobo-Lopez family. Thank you 
to everyone who prayed for safety 
during travel and work times. Thank 
you for your prayers for God to use 
time and experiences together to 
help us understand more of His love 
and His heart as we spent a few 
days in a very different environment. 
Throughout the week with our family—
Gilbert, Ana, Mia, and Genesis—our 
eyes were opened, our hearts were 
touched, our lives were changed. 
Thank you church for giving us the 
opportunity to be poured out through 
this ministry with Amor; we were 
truly blessed by our experience and 
interaction with this family.

Prayers for Haylie, Children’s Minister 

Volunteers Needed!
We need volunteers to lead Toddler and Children’s worship! 
If this is something you would be interested in helping with, 
please contact Haylie. We would love to get you connected with 
our Children’s Ministry. 

Current Children’s Class Offerings
Bible Classes 9:00-10:00am

2’s/3’s - Leslie, Sarah 
4’s-5th grade - Paula, Patti

Children’s Worship opportunities are available for children 
during our sermon time, including a new nursery class for our 
littlest members:

Nursery: Katie C. 
Teen Helpers: Olivia A., Audrey C. 
2’s/3’s: Amber J., Amy M., Kari O. 
4’s-5th: Dwayne H., Michelle W.

Rattlesnake Awareness
Just a reminder to our parents and children. As the weather 
gets warmer, there are snakes on the property from time to 
time. The playground will be checked prior to children going 
onto it each week. Parents, please be sure that children stay 
out of the flowerbeds and plant areas between the upper and 
lower parking lots.

High School + Middle School

Children’s Ministry

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/YG-Pods-Familia-July.pdf


Attendance
+ Giving

July 3 Giving $14,465

Weekly Giving Average $14,360

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,410

Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,632,361

Property Settlement $225,000

PRAISES
PREGNANCY: Lauren Kliest-
Blankfein (July)
Sonia Smithers (September)
Arrival of Haylie Douglas to 
serve as the new Children’s 
Minister
Kendra Davis (sister of 
Suzanne Scarberry) – doing very 
well after recent surgery

THOSE GRIEVING
Shannon Latson – loss of 
sister-in-law, Patricia Sparks 
Feet
Tim Willis – loss of mother, 
Evelyn Willis
Jeff, Josh, Beth Brown (former 
members) – loss of wife / mom, 
Robin Brown 
Jim White – loss of father, 
Donovon White
Lisa Scott – loss of friend, 
Karen Kennedy; loss of aunt, 
Betty Brown; loss of cousin, 
Margi Dalmas
Alyssa West and her mother, 
Kathy Stetz – loss of Mark 
Stetz, Alyssa’s uncle
Maureen Thomas – loss of 
mother, Barbara Lewis
Tim Rockey – loss of father, 
Steve Rockey
Eric Short and Erin Opdahl – 
loss of father, Sam Short
Christian Socquet – loss of 
father, Johnny Cowan
Phil Daringer – loss of mother, 
Joyce Daringer

Judy Tapper – loss of sister, 
Muriel Meador
Lauren Kliest-Blankfein – loss 
of grandmother, Marylee Illiff
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry 
– loss of daughter, Caitlin; loss 
of Mark’s brother, Dan
Sue Ann Meador –  loss of 
father, Joe Burroughs
Darlene Rivas – loss of mother, 
Sara Hodges
Jacqueline Dillion – loss of 
father, Roger Dillion 

FIGHTING CANCER
Joella Michael – recurrence of 
cancer in liver
Ted McAllister (former 
member) – CAR T treatment  
not as effective as hoped; 
exploring treatment options
Lucinda Hodges (sister-
in-law of Darlene Rivas) – 
multiple myeloma and cardiac 
amyloidosis 
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– cardiac issues and leukemia
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – multiple 
myeloma
Marlene Michaels (friend of 
Lisa Scott) – stage IV cancer
Justice Howard (cousin of 
Yashica Budde) – thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Randy Lovett (brother-in-law 
of Rene Heard) – recovery from 
quadruple bypass
Joanna White (mother of Jim 

White)  – recovery from broken 
hip from recent fall
John Willis – as he grieves the 
loss of Evelyn, his wife for 66 
years
Eric and Michele Grant (son-
in-law and daughter of Mark 
and Suzanne Scarberry) – Infant 
daughter, Carina, has a rare 
genetic disorder, Russell-Silver 
Syndrome
Jonathan Meador (brother of 
Judy Tapper) – having variety of 
health issues
Sonia Smithers – safety for 
friends and family who reside in 
Ukraine
Children’s Ministry 2022 – 
smooth transitions for children, 
Haylie, and Penny into this next 
chapter
Linda Rice (mother of Char 
Hurley) – infection in legs, high 
blood pressure, poor circulation 
Pat Tudor – tolerating 
immunotherapy 
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus
Al Odenath (father of Nick 
Odenath) – dealing with anxiety 
and confusion in memory care 
unit
Marilyn Aurand – physical 
therapy for spinal stenosis and 
to improve mobility; recovery 
from numerous infections
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression 

Carol McNutt – neuropathy
Caleb Rodriguez (son of 
Marcus and Julia) – ongoing 
seizures

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul & Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Tom Bonner – retiring from 
mission work in Albania; 
prayers for his transition to life 
stateside
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets – ministry 
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph – teaching 
in Thailand 
David & Danna Willis – mission 
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Tyler Scott – stationed in HI 
with the Navy 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
FL with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the 
Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

July 3 Attendance

On-Site Service 116

Online Viewing  140

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Haylie Douglas
Children’s Minister
(979) 676-1529 cell 
haylie@conejochurch.org 

Rene Heard	
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net

Kathia King
Office Manager
(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org

Travis Moore
Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com 

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

Jack Williamson
Outreach Minister
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org


