December 11, 2022

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we
worship together.

Teduy

9:00am Bible Classes for all ages
10:15am On-Site Worship Service

10:15am Virtual Worship Service via
YouTube

12:30pm Adult Education Team
Meeting

2:00pm Sunday Afternoon Hoops
6:00pm Carols and Candlelight

Service
Wpcoming Everils
Dec12  Women's Bible Study
Dec12 Guys' Group
Dec 14  Hungry / Thirsty Group
Dec 15 Life Group at Fosters
Dec 15 Conejo Tutoring Class

Party
Dec 16 Extravagodyssey

Bithdays This Week

Jerry Rushford 12/11
Josh Budde 12/12

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

Of Fear and Faith

Andy Wall

Fear. We are haunted by it. Macro-fears, such as world war, nuclear bombs, corrupt
government officials, economic collapse, and another pandemic, haunt us by day. Personal
fears, such as loss of loved ones, unemployment, death, and worries about our children,
keep us awake by night. Some of our fears are justified, others are wildly improbable.

Too often, we worry about the wrong things. Ever since the movie Jaws, people have
worried about shark attacks. But the reality is there are an average of 72 documented
shark attacks globally compared with an annual 4.5 million dog bites in the US alone. We
worry about domestic and international terrorist attacks; but with the exception of 2001,
fewer than 30 Americans per year are killed in terrorist attacks, compared with an average
of 34,157 who die from the seasonal flu. Far more Americans will die during a typical year
(2.8 million) than will be audited by the IRS (659,003 in 2021). Far more will die in fatal car
crashes (38,824 in the US in 2020) than in fatal airline accidents (176 worldwide in 2021).

In Matthew 6, Jesus taught us to worry less about food and clothing: “Do not worry about
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?... But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. So
do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble
is enough for today.” In Luke 12, Jesus spoke this challenging word: “I tell you, my friends,
do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do nothing more. But | will warn
you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, |
tell you, fear him!”

| believe that Jesus understood that we are going to have fears and worries.

But he didn’t want us to allow everyday worries and anxieties to consume us.
He taught that it is possible to obsess and worry about the wrong things. He
also urged that if we're going to fear anyone or anything, we should fear God,
by which he meant we should hold in utter reverence the One who will one day
judge the living and the dead. The upshot of Jesus’ teaching is that we should
worry less and hold God in awe, allowing our ultimate respect for the Lord of all
to shape all other life priorities and concerns.

So, what are you afraid of?
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Advent Sermon Series:
The Light of Advent

\Y

On the third Sunday of Advent our sermon is titled “To
Fear or Not to Fear” and will be exploring the theme
of fear. Fear crops up a lot in the birth narratives of
Matthew and Luke. Zechariah, Mary, and Joseph are
all admonished, “Do not be afraid” when encountering
God's angelic messenger. What is meant by the
command to “Fear Not"?

My sense is that God’'s messengers are not forbidding
these characters from responding to threatening stimuli
in natural ways; rather, God is inviting them to rise
above first reactions and to trust God’s provision to see
them through fearful situations. God also invites people
to consider that God has deeper purposes at work in
situations that first appear to be threatening. When
God's angel says “Do not fear,” he's inviting God's people
to overcome their initial inclinations and to trust God
through their discomfort and even fear.

Advent Adult Bible Class

Our Advent-themed auditorium class is exploring “The Colors
of Christmas.” Our journey will take us from Gold Christmas
(11/27), to White Christmas (12/4), then Blue Christmas
(12/11), and finally, Green Christmas (12/18). Join us today for
“Blue Christmas”, as Jack Willimason reflects on the theme of
ambiguity and challenge in the present.

Recent Armloads of Love
Thank you, Church, for sharing and encouraging!

Amazon Non-Profit Program
Amazon.com has a program to support nonprofits based on
certain product sales. We've registered with Amazon to allow

the Conejo Church to participate in this program. For this to
work to our benefit, simply shop at smile.amazon.com and
designate the Conejo Valley Church of Christ as your chosen
charity. Amazon will send the Conejo Church 0.5% of sales on
certain products.

Carols and Candlelight / Tonight
This evening at 6pm, you're
invited to our annual Carols and
Candlelight Service. This special
service will feature the singing
of favorite holiday carols, the
lighting of candles, the reading
of the birth narratives of Christ,
and the renewing experience of
the wonder of Christ's radiant
coming. We'll enjoy cookies and
fellowship following the service.
Please invite friends and loved
ones to this favorite holiday
tradition as we enjoy the season
of Advent together.

Memorial Service for Joella Michael / December 17
This coming Saturday, December 17, at 11am, there will be

a memorial service for Joella Michael. If you are so able, we
invite you to consider parking on the street or up in the dirt lot
behind the church building. Thank you, Church, for your many
gestures of kindness and offers to help however you are able.

City of Children: 50 Years of Serwce
For many years, the
Conejo Church has
supported the City of
Children, a home for kids
without parents to care
for them near Ensenada,
Mexico. The City of
Children will celebrate 50
years of service in 2023,
and Conejo members are |nV|ted to attend the celebration

at the home on January 15, 2023. To prepare for the event,
Conejo members are helping to update the photo history wall
in the Americano kitchen where all the visitors eat with the kids
during group visits. Mark Davis is there this weekend to work
on this project. There will also be time to interact with the kids.
For more information about the visits, please contact Mark at
(310) 892-9986 or mrkwdvs@gmail.com.

Donuts During December and Early January
Beginning next Sunday, we need volunteers to help with the
Donut Ministry. The Greens, who faithfully manage this service
for us, will be out of town from December 18 - January 8. For
those four weeks, we need volunteers to handle the donut
portion of the ministry only and ask that members bring their
own coffee. David and Daphne will be ready to pick up the
service again on January 15. Please contact the office for more
information or to volunteer to help.


mailto:mrkwdvs%40gmail.com?subject=City%20of%20Children

High Scheel + Widdle Scheel

Extravagodyssey 2022 / December 16
Friday night, December 16, the
youth group will gather for an
all-nighter of epic proportions!
Other youth groups from SoCal
join in on the fun before the
close of the year, making it

a large party. The goal is to
remember 2022, reflect upon
what we have learned, and
take the next step of faith as
we look toward 2023. The cost
per person is $30. This cost includes supplies for the evening,
snacks/drinks, a movie ticket to Avatar: The Way of Water, and
breakfast.
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DEC 16, 7PM-7AM, $30 PER PERSON

AVATAT

No YG Pods in December
During the month of December our Conejo Church family
offers several family events focused on Jesus’ birth. We had

the family advent experience last Sunday night, Carols &
Candlelight tonight, and caroling on Sunday evening, December
18. Stay tuned for more info on caroling. The next two Sundays
after the 18 are Christmas and New Years Day.

We will return to normal separated pod schedules on Sunday,
January 8. The middle school will meet at the church building
from 3:30-5:00pm and the high school will meet from 6:00-
7:30pm.

Click here to learn more about December’s theme which will be
shared and discussed on Sunday mornings.

Strengths Finder Workshop / February 11

Those who are a part of a mentor group should know that the
Strengths Finder Workshop previously scheduled for Saturday,
November 19, has been postponed to Saturday, February 11,
2023. The date for this workshop was changed to allow for
more participation from our youth at Conejo, and also to allow
us to invite youth from Camarillo and University churches to
join the workshop.

Children’s Ministy

Sign In, Please!

Parents, please be sure to sign in your kiddos for Bible class
and worship time. This will help Haylie be able to best prepare
for future classes. The sign-in pages are on green paper and are
placed on a table in the entry way which leads to the Children’s
Ministry area.

Family Advent Experience

Thank you to everyone who joined us last Sunday for our
Family Advent Experience. It was so fun to get to see our kids
(and their grown-ups!) be part of this event. Thank you to
Jack Williamson, Travis Moore, and David and Leslie Stephens
for being rockstar set up volunteers! Thank you to Andy

Wall, Suzanne Reynolds, Sandy Stivers, Bill Foster, and Jack
Williamson for stepping in as some awesome storytellers! We
look forward to seeing everyone again next year.
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God With Us

Current Children’s Class Offerings
Bible Classes 9:00-10:00am

2's/3's - Leslie S., Sarah G.
4's-5th grade - Paula M., Patti F.

Worship Classes are available for children during the sermon.

Nursery - Katie C., Staci D., and Cheryl A.
2's/3's - Shaya B., Amy M., Kari O., and Sarah G.
4's-5th grade - Mark D. and Dwayne H.



https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022_DecPods_Good-things.pdf

PRAISES

PREGNANCY: Holly Chambers
(May)

BAPTISM: Taylor de Bruyn

NEW MEMBERS: Maxi McAfee,
Joanna White, Rodney
Smithers, Susan Giboney, Chris
Chesnutt

Larry McNutt - recovery from
COVID-19 and balance issues

THOSE GRIEVING

Jacob, Ella, Kate, Tess Michael
- loss of wife and mother, Joella
Michael

Jose Rivera - loss of father,
Cecilio (Chilo) Rivero

Char Hurley - loss of mother,
Linda Rice

Friends and family of Stella Sale
(former member) - Stella passed
in August 2022 after a long
decline

Sam Jackson - loss of mother,
Maudie Brown

Brittany Joyner - loss of uncle,
Robin Miller

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandmother, Mildred Eckstein
Tim Willis - loss of mother,
Evelyn Willis

Jim White - loss of father,
Donovon White

Maureen Thomas - loss of
mother, Barbara Lewis

Tim Rockey - loss of father, Steve
Rockey

Christian Socquet - loss of
father, Johnny Cowan

Phil Daringer - loss of mother,
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Joyce Daringer
Mark and Suzanne Scarberry -
loss of daughter, Caitlin Scarberry

FIGHTING CANCER

Lucia Campbell (mother of Guy
Patenaude) - home recuperating
from recent uterine cancer
surgery

Ted McAllister (former member)
- prayers that new treatment will
be effective

Lucinda Hodges (sister-in-law

of Darlene Rivas) - multiple
myeloma and cardiac amyloidosis
Jim Bishop (friend of Lisa Scott) -
cardiac issues and leukemia

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed and
Sheryl Sanders) - multiple
myeloma

Marlene Michaels (friend of Lisa
Scott) - stage IV cancer

Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Joan Nicholas (mother of

Rene Heard) - hospice care;
complications with COVID-19
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie
Douglas) - hospitalized following
car accident; severely burned,
many complications

Judy Tapper - recovering from
intestinal surgery

John Aurand (caregiver for
Marilyn Aurand) - recovering
from surgery for aortic aneurysm
Judy Long (mother of Loree
Hunnicutt) - receiving hospice
care; in end-stage heart failure

December 4 Attendance

On-Site Service
Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805)371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Haylie Douglas
Children’s Minister
(979) 676-1529 cell
haylie@conejochurch.org
R&R Wednesdays

Rene Heard

Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
reneheard@sbcglobal.net
R&R Tuesdays

Kathia King

Office Manager

(805) 371-1381 office
office@conejochurch.org
R&R Thursdays & Fridays

Andy Long (father of Loree
Hunnicutt) - tremendous stress
as he cares for Judy

Cathy Kiel (sister of Connie
Horton) - recovering following
additional brain surgery

Carina Grant (infant
granddaughter of Mark and
Suzanne Scarberry) - in a Spica
cast for 3 months following

hip surgery; prayers for health,
comfort, peace, and stamina
Healing, peace, and justice in
our nation and communities

For moderate rain to give relief
from drought

Firefighters, linemen, and all
who work outside - during
periods of extreme heat, wind,
and storms

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley)
- dealing with memory loss issues
Barbara Schlosser - recovery
from a serious illness

Jonathan Meador (brother of
Judy Tapper) - having variety of
health issues

Sonia Smithers - safety for
friends and family in Ukraine
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Marilyn Aurand - no cancer was
found during lung biopsy! Still
dealing with spinal stenosis and
seeking to improve mobility
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Carol McNutt - neuropathy

Caleb Rodriguez (son of Marcus
and Julia) - ongoing seizures

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul & Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Tom Bonner - retiring from
mission work in Albania; prayers
for his transition to life stateside
Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center in Cambodia
Made In The Streets - ministry
to street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

David & Danna Willis - mission
work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Tyler Scott - stationed in HI with
the Navy

Michael Warford - stationed in
FL with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

December 4 Giving $18,202

139 Weekly Giving Average $14,232
100 Weekly Giving Budget $14,116
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,639,785
Property Settlement $225,000

CHURCH

Travis Moore

Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

R&R Mondays R&R Fridays

Andy Wall

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy@conejochurch.org

2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Jack Williamson
Spiritual Formation Min.
(805) 331-0183 cell
jack@conejochurch.org
R&R Mondays

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Chris Stivers, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



