April 14, 2024

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we

worship together.

Teduy

9:00am
10:00am

10:15am

3:30pm

5:30pm

Bible Classes for All Ages

Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

On-Site and Virtual Worship
Service via YouTube

Adult Education Team
Meeting (online)

YG Dinner and Devo

Wpcewing Everls

Apr 15
Apr 15
Apr 17
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 20
Apr 28

Monday Guys’ Group
Women's Bible Study
Flourishing Families

Life Group at the Reynolds’
Life Group at the Fosters’
Conejo Academy Tutoring
Guys' Golf Outing

Hiking Trails Ministry

Youth-Led Service and Habit
Truck Lunch

Bithdays This Week

Evie Chambers 4/19
Susie Lindley 4/19
Ken Waters 4/19
Kindy De Long 4/20
Michelle Williams 4/20
Bronn Landis 4/21

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

Embodied Love
Andy Wall

“lust as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” - Jesus

The parable of the sheep and the goats, from Matthew 25:31-46, has long been an arresting,
challenging, and alarming story to me. In this parable, Jesus describes a judgment day
scene in which the peoples of the nations will be separated like a shepherd separates
sheep and goats. The gist of how the shepherd does the separating is this: “I was hungry
and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed me, | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care
of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” Those who are counted among the blessed
sheep protest to Jesus, asking, “When did we see YOU and do these things for you?” Jesus
responds, “Just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” Jesus then goes
on to warn that whatever we don't do for the least of these, we haven't done it to him
either, a sobering warning indeed.

During the 1990s, a fad took hold within parts of the Christian subculture in which
believers would wear bracelets that read “WW)D?” (What Would Jesus Do?). The question
was based on Charles Sheldon’s 1897 bestselling book, “In His Steps.” The story followed
various characters who learned to ask the question “What would Jesus do?” as they faced
decisions and quandaries. The bracelet was intended to be a prompt, causing believers
to consider how they might demonstrate the love of Jesus through their actions (a worthy
practice). Sadly, it became a cliche.

As | reflect on Matthew 25, the emphasis | hear is that we are to go and “meet Jesus in
others,” rather than centering ourselves as “being Jesus to others.” The way Jesus sets
up the parable, we're not the main character in the story—rather, the hungry, thirsty,
and strangers are! In thinking about the practical implications of Matthew 25, it would
be interesting to ask ourselves: How would my actions be impacted if | saw Jesus in the
person before me?

Saint Benedict, who created the Rule by which most monasteries have been governed for
the past 1400 years, took Matthew 25 very seriously. Concerning hospitality he wrote, “All
guests who present themselves are to be welcomed as Christ.” If you visit a Benedictine
monastery today, you'll receive such remarkable hospitality. This typically includes being
greeted with a bow (they are welcoming Christ, after all!), the sharing in prayers, having
your feet washed by the abbot, and being fed good meals (even if monks are fasting).
Benedict rightly saw that Matthew 25 is a text about deep hospitality: extending to the
stranger the same welcome we would seek to extend to Jesus himself.

If this teaching feels challenging to you, | believe you are hearing it properly. In this timeless
parable, Jesus is challenging our spiritual complacency and overturning our apathy toward
the suffering of others. If this teaching feels impossible to live out, consider the wise words
of Shane Claiborne: "What we can say with confidence is that we are to give something
to everyone who asks - dignity, attention, time, a listening ear. Sometimes we may give
money, sometimes not. But we can always give love.”
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@ Sermon Series: “Act, Love, Walk”

What does God desire from us? If we had to boil

down the message of Scripture, what would we say
summarizes God's will for our lives? One great teaching
we can point to is found in the writings of the prophet
Micah. In chapter 6, the prophet asks the question, “With
what shall | come before the Lord?” After rhetorically
entertaining some extravagant gestures of worship,
Micah offers his answer: “...what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?” We're spending three
weeks exploring each of these pregnant phrases; today
we're digging into the exhortation that we are “to love
kindness.”

Adult Education

Christina Littlefield Eng is leading the adult auditorium

class through a church history series using Mark Noll's text,
“Turning Points.” Like the great parade of saints in Hebrews
11, studying the key people who have led the faith can help
us better see the transformational power of God at work in
the lives of human beings and help us all better follow Jesus
Christ today. This week, we'll cover the worldwide influence of
the Pentecostal movement, which started in downtown Los
Angeles. Next week, we'll consider the ecumenical movement
toward broader Protestant unity by looking at the 1910
Edinburgh Missionary Conference.

Our class in the north overflow room is for those raising kids of
all ages at home. The class is titled “Rooted: Growing the Next
Generation Together.” This class is overseen by Bill and Melissa
Foster and includes time for prayer and fellowship. The class is
currently taking a deep dive into Romans and Ephesians as well
as a study on prayer and spiritual gifts.

Winter / Spring Small Groups

Our congregation has an active small group ministry that
connects a wide variety of people. Please click the Small
Groups link for a detailed description of the current groups that
meet in and around the Conejo Valley and their meeting days.

“In It Together" Class

A hearty thank you to all who participated in last Sunday’s
intergenerational class that combined singing, artwork, a Bible
story, and a fun craft project with all ages of the congregation.

Meals for the Sutherlands
Andrew, Chloe, and big sister Ellie welcomed

W= Isla Day into their
family on Tuesday,
g April 2. Bonnie R.
has set up a meal
train for the family as
they adjust to life with little Isla. Please
access the meal train either through
clicking Meals for Sutherlands or
through the QR Code above.

Hiking Trails Ministry / April 20

The Hiking Ministry will host an all-church hike at Solstice
Canyon on April 20 at 9am. It is a moderate-level hike and is 3.2
miles long. Directions: Type “Solstice Canyon Road Malibu CA
90265" on your phone. When you enter the park, drive a short
distance on the paved road to the trailhead parking lot. Contact
Jon or Lynn Burke for further details.

Conejo Church Spring Clean-Up Day

A huge thank you to the hard workers who donated time,
energy, muscle, and TR
expertise to the CVCC
Spring Clean day on
Saturday, April 6. All stucco
on the building exterior
was cleaned with power
washers, unused and
unneeded items were
recycled or disposed of,
and the entrance area was
given a fresh coat of paint.

Passover Seder / April 27

You are invited to the Scarberry home to observe the
traditional celebration of Passover on Saturday, April 27.
Seder will begin at 5:30pm and will include a traditional
Passover meal with songs and liturgy. It will end by 9:30pm.
Well-behaved children are welcome to join us, but there is no
childcare. RSVP to Suzanne at mecmom@yahoo.com. There
is only room for about 20 people, so please save your seat by
April 21. It usually fills up, so sign up early if you can.

Mission Messenger / Panama

Our first highlight is on the mission we support in Panama City,
Panama. Betty and Raul Alvarado are native missionaries who
have a long history with Conejo Church. They serve the city
there in a recently constructed building, and they are dedicated
workers for the Lord. The Alvarados also minister to other
neighboring congregations. As a congregation, they meet at
the building on Sunday mornings and on Zoom and Facebook
Live on Sunday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. Lighting was
finally installed, so now they can meet in the evenings and use
their new auditorium for many other church activities. To see
their latest update, please click Alvarado News. Please continue
to pray for Betty and Raul as they bring the Good News to the
people of Panama.


https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Small-Groups-January-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/2024-Small-Groups-January-FINAL.pdf
https://takethemameal.com/ZUZO1298
mailto:mecmom%40yahoo.com?subject=Passover%20Seder%20at%20Scarberry%27s%20home
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-REPORT-Alvarados-Panama-March-20-2024-1.pdf
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Youth Group Bible Classes

On Sunday mornings in April, we are going through the letter
to the Ephesians, looking at the spiritual blessings we have

in Christ. Please help our students participate, learn, grow,
and encourage one another by taking part in our weekly
times together. The combined group (middle and high school)
gathers at 9am each Sunday with tasty treats at the beginning
of each class. On Sunday nights, we have dinner and devo from
5:30-7pm. Our Sunday night series is called “Enough,” looking
at how the earliest followers of Jesus created a new kind of
community as God's family.

April’'s Youth Group memory verse: “And God is able to bless
you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

Registrations Open For Summer Camps

It's time to register your kids for summer camps! King's Kamp
is for kids entering 4th grade through finishing 8th grade, and
Teen Camp is for kids entering 8th grade through finishing
12th grade. Summer camps are an experience you don’t want
your kids to miss. King's Kamp 2024 is celebrating Christmas
in July by looking at Jesus'’ birth and how He is the “Light of

the World.” The SoCal Teen Camp 2024 theme is “All In” from
Ephesians chapters 1 & 2. The theme focuses on helping kids
find themselves formed by a faith and trust in a God who is not
limited to certain spaces, times, and ideas but who transcends
those limitations to invite all into abundant life.

To learn more about each camp and register your child, please
click King's Kamp or click SoCal Teen Camp.

YG Calendar
Click Spring Calendar to see the upcoming youth events.
Children's Class Offerings

ildhen’s
A% Nursery - Noel T.

il 25/3s/4s - Leslie S. and Sarah G.

g2| Kinder-5th grade - Paula M. and Lynn
! B.

" Worship Classes are available for

children during our sermon time.

| Nursery - and Joy R.
A 25/3s/4s - Amber ). and Sarah G.
Kinder-5th grade - Mark D.

Memory Verse
“But build one another up every day.
Do it as long as there is still time.
Then none of you will become stubborn.
You won't be fooled by sin’s tricks.”
Hebrews 3:13

Hymn Stories and Worship Night / April 20
This month the Anchor and Flourish
groups are gathering together for

a special night of worship. We have
a special guest coming to tell us
some of the stories behind a variety
of classic hymns. Jerry Rushford

will be our storyteller! Youth group
families are invited to worship and
hear the stories together. We will gather for dinner at 5pm and
the worship time will conclude at 7:30pm. Looking forward to
a great night as we look into how the stories behind the songs
we sing can enrich our worship to God.

- Hymns and Their Stories

WORSHIP NIGHT

Youth-Led Service and Habit Truck Lunch / April 28
On Sunday, April 28, we will give the keys of leadership to

our youth as they lead us in morning worship. This is an
opportunity for them to practice leadership in several areas

as they think about serving our family regularly during the
worship service moving forward. Right after service, lunch will
be provided from The Habit truck. We will also be raising funds
for our summer camps, so please consider donating to support
those efforts. Looking forward to worshiping with you and
enjoying lunch together afterwards!

"“You've Got A Friend In God” VBS / June 17-20
VBS is coming soon! All are invited

to join us June 17-20 for four fun VBS
evenings learning about the friend 2024
we have in God. We will begin each
night by sharing a meal together.
Our VBS final show will be the
morning of June 23.

You’'ve Got a Friend in God
June 17-21

more info coming seon

King’'s Kamp

Registration for King's Kamp 2024 is now open! Our theme will
be Christmas in July as we learn about the Light of the World.
We're dreaming of a Kamp Christmas with you! Information and
registration can be found at kingskamp.org.

Please don't let cost keep you from joining. Kamper
scholarships available for those who need financial help.

This Sunday, April 14, is the last day to register at the early-
bird price.


http://kingskamp.org
https://www.socalteencamp.org/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-CVYG-Spring-Calendar.pdf
http://kingskamp.org

PRAISES

PREGNANCIES: Melody Reilly
(Apr.)

BIRTHS: Isla Day Sutherland
(daughter of Andrew and

Chloe Sutherland); Lucienne
Zazie Rushford-Collyer
(granddaughter of Jerry and

Lori Rushford); Eloise Bennett
Erickson (daughter of Ty and
Eliza Erickson); Zander “Zip"
Paul Horton (son of Josh and
Cassie Horton); Gwenyvere
“Gwen” Luna Ditmore
(granddaughter of Michael and
Tammy Ditmore); Brooklyn
Davis (daughter of Jodi and Matt
Davis)

BAPTISM: Brooklyn Baird

NEW MEMBER: Noel Tomlinson

THOSE GRIEVING
Stan Thomas - loss of father,
Leroy Thomas

Jim White - loss of mother,
Joanna White

Vincent Chambers - loss of
father, Buford Chambers

Darlene Rivas - loss of Lucinda
Hodges, sister-in-law

Daelan Blankfein - loss of
father, Fred Blankfein

Kim Milanovich - loss of
grandmother, Alice Michael

Tammy Ditmore - loss of
mother, Darlene Fielder

Christy Guilbault (former
member) - loss of brother, David
Gonzales

Char Hurley - loss of nephew,

(ltendance
+iving

Phalger Comel
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Matthew Horner

Bonnie Rockey - loss of Jerry
Roby, grandfather

Rodney and Brian Smithers -
loss of nephew / cousin, Jason
Knight

Pepperdine Community and
Families - recent death of
student Alec Kesheshianin a
traffic accident in Los Angeles
and October deaths of students
Deslyn, Asha, Niamh, and Payton
in accident on Pacific Coast
Highway

Tim Willis - loss of father, John
Willis

Loree Hunnicutt - loss of
mother, Judy Long

Andrew Clark - loss of mother,
Kerrie Clark

Susie Lindley - loss of husband,
Jim Lindley

Mark and Suzanne Scarberry
- loss of daughter, Caitlin
Scarberry

FIGHTING CANCER

Sherry Horner (sister of Char
Hurley) - stage IV breast cancer,
metastasized to bones

Maria Baake - recovering from
surgery for breast cancer

David Green - not a candidate
for chemotherapy or radiation;
facing long-term cancer
suppressor drug therapies
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - her cancer has returned

Cindy Hall (cousin of Matt
Joyner) - stage IV metastasized

breast cancer

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed
Sanders) - multiple myeloma
Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Linemen, firefighters, all first
responders during the current
rains

Peace and safety for all in
war-torn areas Israel, the Middle
East, Ukraine, Russia

Marty Lince (brother of Suzanne
Scarberry) - congestive heart
failure; recovering and healing
after leg amputation; infections
Marilyn Aurand - nodules

in lungs are noncancerous;
additional tests in 2 months

Carol McNutt - recovery from
hospitalization due to serious
bacterial infection

Reilly Phillips (son of Phil
and Heather Phillips) - type |
diabetes

Jack Horn (coworker of Robert
Charles) - lineman seriously
injured by high voltage wire;
pray for healing and hope as he
recovers at home

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie
Douglas) - severely burned,
many complications

Barb Suhr (friend of Char
Hurley) - dealing with memory
loss issues

Sonia Smithers - safety for

friends and family in Ukraine
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya

Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

David and Danna Willis and
family (brother of Tim Willis) -
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Javon Johnson - six-month
deployment to Okinawa

Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

April 7 Attendance April 7 Giving $10,841

On-Site Service

Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Haylie Douglas

Children’s Minister

(979) 676-1529 cell
haylie.douglas@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
rene.heard@conejochurch.org

124 Weekly Giving Average $15,529
38 Weekly Giving Budget $12,502
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,664,956

Property Settlement $225,000

Travis Moore

Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Andy Wall

Preaching Minister

(805) 331-0187 cell
andy.wall@conejochurch.org



