June 9, 2024

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we
worship together.

Teduy

9:00am  Promotion Sunday

10:00am Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

10:15am  On-Site and Virtual Worship
Service via YouTube

6:00pm  Senior Banquet

Wpcewing Everls

June 10 Women'’s Bible Study

June 12 Flourishing Families (location
varies)

June 15 Guys' Saturday Golf Outing

June 15 Summer Youth Series

June 17-20 Vacation Bible School
June 21
June 23-28 Mexico Mission
June 30
July 7-13  Teen Camp

Moms Better Together

Crafty Women

July 21-27 King's Kamp

July 28 Won By One Concert
Bibhdays This Week
Patti Furino 6/9
Larry Bumbardner 6/10

Stan Thomas 6/16

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

Wielding Power Wisely

Andy Wall

“Power corrupts. Absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Lord Acton

“Power does not corrupt. Fear corrupts... perhaps the fear of a loss of power.” Jon Steinbeck

How do you use your power? Though power can easily be misused for selfish gain, the answer is not

to avoid power. The question is how do we wield our power and influence with Christ-like wisdom?

One place to begin is by learning from many negative lessons about power’s corrupting effects on

even the best of us. Here are nine suggestions on how to wisely wield power.

1.

Beware of saying, “That could never happen to me!” It can. None of us is above temptation, blind
spots, fallibility, and sin. Every last saint in Scripture is also a sinner.

Beware of temptation to say, “The rules don't apply to me. I've earned this. I'm special!” Trust me,
you're not THAT special. And, no, you haven't earned it.

Learn to listen to all voices! Especially voices of dissent. Cultivate the willingness to respectfully
listen to contrarians. Even if you honestly disagree with them, remember they too belong to God.

Ask yourself, “What am | hiding? What do | not want to see the light of day? Is there anything I'm
doing that | would hate to go public?” Alcoholics Anonymous is right in saying, “We're as sick as
our secrets.”

Be very careful what you claim God said to you. It's not that God doesn’'t move or guide us. But
test those inclinations against Scripture. Sound out leaders you respect. Listen for God's voice in
community.

Are you able to put others first? Are you able to give away power, lift others up, find ways for
others to use their gifts? Can you share power, take a secondary position, not always have to be
in the driver's seat?

Ask yourself, “Am | behaving out of fear?” Invite the critique of trusted friends.

Cultivate humility. Do you have a smug or unhealthy sense of your own importance, an excessive
desire for recognition? Are you able to praise others publicly? Remember, “Pride goes before a
fall.”

Keep looking to Jesus. Learn from his life and his teachings. Jesus lived for others and emptied
himself. He took on the powerful, refusing to use violence even for a just cause. And ultimately,

he empowered his followers, entrusting them with the mission of the kingdom of God!
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2024 High School Graduate

Tess Michael
Agoura HS

Plans to attend
Pace University
and study in the

Czech Republic

fall 2024.

Please click here to see this year's insert for our 2024 Graduate.

@ Sermon Series: Imagine That!

In this fourth sermon exploring the intersection of
Christian Faith and Imagination, we'll reflect on Jesus’
teaching concerning the Kingdom of God. Before we

can truly pursue the kingdom, our imaginations and
affections have to be converted so that the values

of Jesus are the ones we actually desire. Philosopher
Christian Smith writes that the “shaping of our character

is, to a great extent, the effect of stories that have
captivated us... stories that “picture” what we think life is

"

about, what constitutes ‘the good life.” Jesus understood
that we need our imaginations enlarged so that we may
gain a greater insight into what (and who!) matters to
God. Jesus invites us to see a world in which the way of
service is more important than the way of power, that
God’'s Kingdom can only be entered by the child-like, and
that life is forgiveness school. Jesus helps us see that the
reign of God has been inaugurated and we're invited to
take partin it!

Adult Education

Next week, we will return to our “regularly scheduled program”
for adult education. The auditorium class will continue
exploring the theme of “The Past, the Present, and the Future in
Israel's Prophets,” based on passages in Amos and Hosea.

The class in the north overflow room will continue their study
“Rooted: Growing the Next Generation Together.” This class

is overseen by Bill and Melissa Foster and includes time for
prayer and fellowship. The class will continue to study Romans
and Ephesians as well as prayer and spiritual gifts.

Small Groups

Our congregation has an active small group ministry that
connects a wide variety of people. While many of our small
groups are already on summer hiatus due to increased
summer travels, there are still a few that are meeting. In
coming weeks, we will have a “Summers at Conejo” link
available so that you can plan to meet with the church family
for special events throughout June, July, and August.

Senior / Promotion Sunday and Graduate Banquet
This is a special Sunday of celebrating several “rites of passage”
for our young people. First, during the Bible class time, all ages
will meet in the auditorium to celebrate the growth of our
children as they move from one grade to the next, recognize
their teachers, and celebrate with our fifth graders as they
move from the Children’s Ministry into the Youth Group.
Second, today is the day we're honoring our sole graduate of
2024, Tess Michael! We will present Tess with her Bible filled
with encouraging messages from our Conejo church family
during our service. At 6pm, we come back to have a banquet in
honor of Tess.

Parents, please make sure you and your kids are involved

in this important day for our church family! These “rites of
passage” days are special and when we show up for each
other there is encouragement and blessing all around. It's a
wonderful opportunity to celebrate, reflect, and recommit to
partner with parents in our congregation as together we seek
to grow in God's grace and love.

Help Needed!
As we move into the summer season, we need to ask for
volunteers for a couple of our vital Sunday morning member
participation roles. The first role we need more volunteers for
is “Greeter.” If you are interested in welcoming members and
visitors as they arrive to our Sunday morning Bible classes

and worship services, please contact the office (office@
conejochurch.org) or Bob Pratt (bobbyblue22@gmail.

com). The second ministry area where we need additional
volunteers is “Projectionist.” Please contact the office (office@
conejochurch.org) if this is a role that you would be willing to
help fill. Thanks in advance for your interest and willingness to
help with these areas of service for our church family.
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Youth Group Bible Classes

On Sunday mornings in June we will be continuing a series
called “I Am,” looking at Jesus’ words about himself and how
these words can reshape our lives. Sunday night YG dinner
and devo will not meet during the summer due to changed
scheduling. Please refer to the YG Summer Calendar for event
info and SYS (summer youth series) gatherings. Sunday night
youth group will return on August 18.

June's Youth Group memory verse: “| am the resurrection and
the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”

— John 11:25-26

Summer Camp Registrations Closing Soon
Last call to register your
kids for summer camps!
King's Kamp is for kids
entering 4th grade
through finishing 8th
grade, and Teen Camp
is for kids entering 8th
grade through finishing
12th grade. Registration ends for both camps on July 1.
Please reach out to the ministry staff if money is an issue and
scholarships are needed.

Summer Camps
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Click SoCal Teen Camp to register for the week of July 7-13.
Click King's Kamp to register for the week of July 21-27.

Youth Group “Inside Out 2" Movie Night / June 14
This Friday night, the -

youth group will head to et 0&

AMC theaters in Thousand \“%\

Oaks to watch “Inside Out “‘

2." There are 30 tickets 0

available for the 6:30pm
showing. The cost is $17
per person. You can sign
up to reserve tickets at
Inside Out Link. For those
that want to meet earlier
for dinner we will meet at
Chipotle next to the theater
at 5:30pm.

SYS (Summer Youth Series) #1 / June 15

On Saturday evening, June 15, from 5:30-8pm we will kick off
our summer youth series! Our new intern, Jiana Manglicmot,
will be here and present a short lesson to our youth group. This
is the first “gathering” where the youth group will have extra
time to get to know Jiana! Dinner/dessert will be provided and
we will have fun playing games, worshiping, and hearing from
Jiana. We are looking forward to having Jiana bless our group
and participate with us in all the summer activities. Pray for
her as she prepares to take on this youth ministry/children’s
ministry internship.

Children’s Ministy

Children's Class Offerings
Children's Bible Classes are combined
for Promotion Sunday today

Worship Classes are available for
children during our sermon time.

Nursery - Johnelle O. and Nora O.
2s/3s/4s - Amy M. and Sarah G.
Kinder-5th grade - Haylie D.

"“You've Got A Friend In God” VBS / June 17-20

VBS is coming soon! All are invited to join us June 17-20 for four
fun evenings learning about the friend we have in God. We

will begin each night by sharing a meal together. Our VBS final
show will be the morning of June 23.

Sign up to volunteer at tinyurl.com/vbs24cvcc.
Sign up to attend at tinyurl.com/registervbs24

Rattlesnake Alert!

Parents, please make sure that your children stay out of the
flower beds and plant-filled areas. We are in a rattlesnake
environment. As the weather warms, snakes come out. The
playground is checked prior to children entering it.

King’'s Kamp

Registration for King's Kamp 2024 is now open! Our theme will
be Christmas in July as we learn about the Light of the World.
We're dreaming of a Kamp Christmas with you! Information and
registration can be found at kingskamp.org.

Please don't let cost keep you from joining. Scholarships are
available for those who need them.

Summer Bible Classes for Children
Please check your calendar and sign up for a week or two or
three to spend time showing our children kindness and love
as you share a part of God's story with them. We currently
have three age groups - Nursery (0-2), Pre-School (2-5 years),
and Elementary School (K-grade 5). Click Bible Classes to serve
as a teacher for the 9-10am classes; or CM Worship to help
between 10:45 and 11:30 or scan the QR code to choose which
week(s) you can join our children in their classes.

Bible Class
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PRAISES

For the dedication of eight
precious little ones at our recent
service of dedication

BIRTHS: Drexel Thomas Reilly
(son of Melody and Creed Reilly);
Isla Day Sutherland (daughter
of Andrew and Chloe Sutherland)

THOSE GRIEVING

Tiffany Ornelas - following

the death of her grandmother,
Dorothy Cotton

Family of Tim Coupe - following
the sudden death of Tim, former
Conejo member

Nick Odenath - loss of father, Al
Odenath

Phil Daringer - loss of father,
Phil Daringer

Stan Thomas - loss of father,
Leroy Thomas

Jim White - loss of mother,
Joanna White

Vincent Chambers - |oss of
father, Buford Chambers
Darlene Rivas - loss of Lucinda
Hodges, sister-in-law

Daelan Blankfein - loss of
father, Fred Blankfein

Kim Milanovich - loss of
grandmother, Alice Michael
Tammy Ditmore - loss of
mother, Darlene Fielder

Christy Guilbault (former
member) - loss of brother, David
Gonzales

Char Hurley - loss of nephew,
Matthew Horner

(ltendance
+iving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowrselfto prayen heing walchful and thankguf.. Colossians 4:2

Bonnie Rockey - |oss of Jerry
Roby, grandfather

Rodney and Brian Smithers -
loss of cousin, Jason Knight

Tim Willis - loss of father, John
Willis

Loree Hunnicutt - loss of
mother, Judy Long

Andrew Clark - loss of mother,
Kerrie Clark

Mark and Suzanne Scarberry
- loss of daughter, Caitlin
Scarberry

FIGHTING CANCER
Sherry Horner (sister of Char
Hurley) - stage IV breast cancer,
metastasized to bones

Maria Baake - recovering from
surgery for breast cancer

David Green - not a candidate
for chemotherapy or radiation;
facing long-term cancer
suppressor drug therapies
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - her cancer has returned
Cindy Hall (cousin of Matt
Joyner) - stage IV metastasized
breast cancer

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed
Sanders) - multiple myeloma
Justice Howard (cousin of
Yashica Budde) - thyroid cancer

VARIOUS CONCERNS

Rosemary Davis (sister-in-law
of Jan Willis) - recovering from
recent surgery for brain tumor

Judy Tapper - recovering from
recent surgical procedure to

replace pacemaker battery

Carrie Wall - recovering from
knee replacement surgery and a
herniated disk in her back

Rodney Smithers - recovering
from recent open heart surgery
and removal of fluid from area

around heart

Peace and safety for all in war-
torn areas: Israel, the Middle
East, Ukraine, Russia

Marty Lince (brother of Suzanne
Scarberry) - congestive heart
failure; recovering and healing
after leg amputation; infections

Marilyn Aurand - nodules in
lungs are noncancerous

Reilly Phillips (son of Phil
and Heather Phillips) - type |
diabetes

Jack Horn (co-worker of Robert
Charles) - lineman seriously
injured by high voltage wire;
pray for healing and hope as he
recovers at home

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie
Douglas) - severely burned,
many complications

Barb Suhr (friend of Char
Hurley) - dealing with memory
loss issues

Sonia Smithers - safety for
friends and family in Ukraine
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested
following major flooding
impacting several ministry
locations

Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

David and Danna Willis and
family (brother of Tim Willis) -
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Javon Johnson - back from a six-
month deployment to Okinawa
Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

June 2 Attendance June 2 Giving $16,412

On-Site Service

Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Haylie Douglas

Children’s Minister

(979) 676-1529 cell
haylie.douglas@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard

Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
rene.heard@conejochurch.org

131 Weekly Giving Average $14,054
39 Weekly Giving Budget $12,502
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,670,030

Property Settlement $225,000

Travis Moore

Youth & Family Minister
(520) 591-8246 cell
travis.moore926@gmail.com

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

Andy Wall

Preaching Minister

(805) 331-0187 cell
andy.wall@conejochurch.org



