January 5, 2025

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we

worship together.

Toly

Bible Classes for All Ages

Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

On-Site and Virtual Worship
Service via YouTube

Wpcewing Everls

Jan 6
Jan 6
Jan 8
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 11
Jan 12

Jan 12
Jan 18
Jan 22

Jan 25

Guys' Group
Women's Bible Study

Flourishing Families at Walls’

Life Group at Reynolds’
Life Group at Fosters'
Guys' Golf Group

YM Family Potluck Parent
Meeting

Anchor / Flourish Meetings
Hiking Ministry

Homeless Persons Count
Service Project Opportunity
Women's Craft Day

Upcowing Bitthdays

Elizabeth Jovel-Rivera 12/25
Alyssa West 12/30
Daelan Blankfein 1
Emersyn Starkey 1/2
George de Bruyn 1/5
Rob West 177
Wyatt Daringer 1/9
Carrie Wall 111

Char Hurley 112

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

“You were taught to put away your former way of life... and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds...
created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”
Ephesians 4:22-24

A Fresh Start

Andy Wall

As we begin the new year, you may be among those who are setting goals, making resolutions, and
seeking to do better. Or you may be the person telling others that you don't make resolutions, that
there’s nothing magical about January 1, or that you have enough incomplete resolutions to carry
into the new year, thank you very much. For me, the start of a new year always feels like a good time
to reflect on how I've been doing and what areas I'd like to focus on in the year to come. In my mind,
January 1 is as good a time as any to make a fresh start.

In any given month, | talk with a variety of people, many of whom are feeling discouraged, weary of
trying, or wondering when their efforts at doing good will “pay off.” Some, like the writer of Ecclesiastes,
have found that the worldly successes they dreamed about in their younger days haven't brought
nearly the joy and satisfaction they thought they should. Others have learned that a quid pro quo
faith (“something for something”) in which we expect God to repay us if we do things for God doesn't
go how we expected. Quid pro quo with God was never the deal, though we should remember that
“grace always bats last.”

For those feeling weary and disillusioned, a New Year may feel like nothing more than a turn
of a calendar page. But here I'd like to point us to the opportunity before us. In particular, there's
something about the New Year that reminds me of a beckoning and unexplored trail, with side tracks
leading off in various directions and climbs promising picturesque vistas for those willing to accept the
climb. With this in mind, we're beginning 2025 with a four part sermon series inviting us to live more
intentionally in the way of Jesus Christ.
I'm calling the series “Unfinished: Childlike Lessons for a Grownup Faith”. We'll be anchored
in Ephesians 4, where Paul turns from describing who we are in Christ (Ephesians 1-3)
to practical and ethical exhortations that grow out of being in Christ (Ephesians 4-6).
Each week’s message will be paired with a corresponding children’s story, to engage our
imaginations and invite us to think about present day applications. Especially for those
feeling discouraged, children’s stories can offer surprising insights and helpful challenges,
pushing us toward purposeful growth and tenacious hope. | pray in the midst of whatever
blessings and challenges you navigate during 2025, that your faith in Christ will provide a

trusty compass to guide you along the way.




Whal's Happering AL Coneje

Current Sermon Series: “Childlike
Lessons for a Grownup Faith”

®

We're beginning 2025 with the invitation to live
intentionally in the way of Christ. Undergirding the series
is Ephesians 4:17-24, Paul's admonition that we live in
the way we learned in Christ: “Put away your former

way of life... be renewed in the spirit of your minds... and
be clothed in the new self.” Each week we'll consider a
specific application that Paul makes in the closing verses
of Ephesians 4, introduced by a children’s story (see
article on page one).

This week’s verses are from Ephesians 4:25-27, teaching
us to speak the truth and to wisely handle anger. The
corresponding children'’s story is “l Want My Hat Back”
by Jon Klassen, a deceptively simple story with the
complexity of a parable.

Adult Education This Winter

Many Christian traditions celebrate Epiphany on the first
Sunday of the year as the conclusion of the Christmas Season.
The story of the Wise Men visiting the newborn Jesus provides
the primary biblical scene for this celebration. In our class this
Sunday, Tim Willis will help us explore some significant themes
that arise from this important event. Starting January 12, our
adult auditorium class will be exploring the book of

| Corinthians.

Thank you from Julie Broyles in Cambodia

Because of the generosity of our
church family at Conejo, we were able
to provide monetary Christmas gifts

to each of our on-going missions last
year. We received this message several
days ago from Julie Broyles at the BEST
| Center in Cambodia. Such a small item
through our contributions to this work,
| and yet it is bringing them such great

{ pleasure!

Dear Missions Committee,

Do you all remember the Christmas money from last year that
I said we were going to save to buy a stove/oven? Parts of the
bottom of our stove were rusted out (actual holes) and we
couldn't really control the temperature in the oven. .. Well, we
finally bought the stove/oven! | went all over and they would
say they had ovens, but then show me microwaves. Most
didn’t even know what | was talking about. | do not know
where you find just a regular stove with oven in Cambodia. We
finally found one and we are excited... it will be great for us
with so many people eating every meal.

Thank you so very much, all the brothers and sisters. This is
very special for us! There will not be a day that it is not used
multiple times! Please pass on our thanksgiving!

Love, Julie

Memorial for David Baird / January 10

On Friday, January 10, there will be a Memorial Service for
David Baird at 11am in Elkins Auditorium on the campus of
Pepperdine University. If you are unable to attend in person,
please click Livestream Option to view the service via this link.

We ask that you please continue to lift up the entire Baird
family in prayer. In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that
donations be made to the W. David Baird Distinguished
Lecture Series at Seaver College. Gifts should be directed to
the Office of the President, Pepperdine University, 24255 Pacific
Coast Hwy, Malibu, CA 90263.

Small Groups Resuming

Our small group program is underway, with groups meeting
around the Conejo Valley and beyond. These groups meet for
a variety of purposes including prayer, Bible study, fellowship,
service, mentoring, and outreach. Some groups include
children, some are for teens, some are for adults, and some
include all generations. Please click Small Group Ministries for
a detailed listing of our current groups.

Hiking Ministry / January 18

The next hike will be to the seal rookery
in Carpinteria. We hope to see some seal
pups! This hike is good for all ages and
life stages. It is even great for pushing

a stroller if you have very young family
members. The hike will begin at 10am
on Saturday, January 18. Take 101 North
to Bailard Avenue. Exit 101 and Turn Left |88
onto Bailard Avenue. Parking lot for the
trail is at the end of Bailard Avenue.

Homeless Persons Count / January 22

It is that time of year again: on Wednesday, January 22, the
County of Ventura will be hosting the Point-in-Time Count,
better known as the Homeless Persons Count. This annual
opportunity allows leaders to get a snapshot of the number of
homeless individuals throughout each city in Ventura County
and helps the County to receive funds from Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). Please click Homeless Persons Count to
learn more about this opportunity to help the homeless in the
area. Stu Warford has participated in this count before and will
be happy to talk with you about this service opportunity.

Women'’s Craft Event / January 25

Ladies of all ages are invited to enjoy a time of deepening
friendships while making progress on their current project(s) of
choice. Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for a fun
day of creativity on Saturday, January 25 beginning at 11am.

Landscape Update on Church Property

The pine trees in our parking lot and around the building will
be removed beginning later this month. This work may take
several days. The pines will be removed and replaced with
smaller trees which should pose less danger to people and
property. We will keep you updated on how the project will
impact parking.


https://www.youtube.com/live/PQai6O-LPWU
https://seaver.pepperdine.edu/about/administration/dean/lectureseries/
https://seaver.pepperdine.edu/about/administration/dean/lectureseries/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2024-25-Small-Groups-January-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/PointInTimeCount-FN-Final.pdf

Widdle Scheeland High Scheet

January’s Memory Verse items, events, classes, service projects, and mission trip for
the coming months. Please, plan to be present to be part of
the discussion and planning. The Youth Ministry Calendar

3 - > f‘r Yl SRR T | available here will be followed pretty closely, but we need to
. - ; e work out details, divide jobs, and aim for a wonderful 2025
He has told you, O mortal what is good, together! :

and what does the Lord req’uire of you

Anchor and Flourish Meetings are scheduled for Sunday
but to a/ojus*ice and 1o love kindness evening, January 12. Locations and details for these meetings

: 5 ‘ will be shared via email throughout the week and in next week’s
and fo walk humb/_tj with YoUs Grod: i Family News. Dinners and Devos will resume on January 19

Memories in the Making at Christmas 2024!
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Youth Group Bible Classes

The teen Bible classes will be taught by Rick Marrs each Sunday
at 9am throughout the month of January. Be sure that your
teen is present for time to study, grow, and learn in Bible class.

CVYG Connect Calendar

Parents, please help us know your kids’ extra-curricular
schedules by sending them to Kari Odenath (kariwhit@gmail.
com). Kari has created a Google calendarto help us connect at
our various events for our teens. Let's remember to support
our teens at their various events! Click the CVYM Connect
Google Calendari for their schedules.

Family Potluck and Anchor / Flourish / January 12
Next Sunday, January 12, there will be a Youth Ministry Family
Potluck scheduled immediately following the morning worship
service. This will be a time for parents, teens, and leadership
to share a meal and work through details involving calendar

Children’s Ministy
Children's Bible Class Offerings
Nursery - Noel T.
2's-5's - Leslie S. and Sarah G.

Kinder-5th grade - Paula M. and
Co W.

Worship Classes are available for
children during our sermon time.

Updated Children’s Ministry Roster

If you have children in the Children’s Ministry, please fill out the
Google form at tinyurl.com/cvccroster24. Please fill this out if
you have not yet done so for the 2024-2025 school year. Thank
you for helping us keep accurate records as we endeavor to
serve your family.

So | want you to realize that
the Lord your God is Geod.
He is the faithful God.
He keeps his covenant for

Nursery - Kari O. and Reese O.
2's-5's - Sandy S. and Sarah G.
Kinder-5th grade - Penny W.

all time to come.
Deuteronomy 7:9

Lazarus Cam
out of +he

Fomb!



mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CVYM-Year-At-A-Glanace-2024-2025.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/cvccroster24

PRAISES

New Members - Derek, Laura,
Miles, and Henry Estes; Clay,
Aubrey, Milo, and Ellis Smith; Scott,
Johnelle, Nora, Oliver, and Logan
Opel; Will, Nissa, and Emmett
Hatfield

THOSE GRIEVING
Michele Davis - loss of mother,
Janice McCoy

Jodi Davis - loss of mother, Mary
Clontz

Tony Baird - loss of father, David
Baird

Char Hurley - |oss of sister, Sherry
Horner

Jan Willis - loss of sister-in-law,
Rosemary Davis

Chris Heard - loss of mother,
Linda Heard

Michael Williams - loss of father,
David Williams

Suzanne Scarberry - loss of
brother, Marty Lince

Rick Marrs - loss of father, Roscoe
Marrs

Tiffany Ornelas - loss of
grandmother, Dorothy Cotton

Nick Odenath - loss of father, Al
Odenath

Phil Daringer - loss of father, Phil
Daringer

Stan Thomas - loss of father,
Leroy Thomas

Jim White - loss of mother, Joanna
White

Vincent Chambers - loss of
father, Buford Chambers

Darlene Rivas - loss of Lucinda
Hodges, sister-in-law

(ltendance
+iving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowrselfto prayen heing walchful and thankguf.. Colossians 4:2

Daelan Blankfein - loss of father,
Fred Blankfein

Kim Milanovich - loss of
grandmother, Alice Michael

Tammy Ditmore - loss of mother,
Darlene Fielder

FIGHTING CANCER
Becky Russell (grandmother of
Haylie Douglas) - breast cancer

Shirley Comia (friend of Bob and
Kay Falletta) - recently diagnosed
with cancer

Maria Baake - recovering from
surgery for breast cancer

David Green - cancer suppressor
working; semi-monthly biomarker
tests yielding positive results
Sandra Brasher (friend of Rene
Heard) - breast cancer

Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - cancer has returned

Cindy Hall (cousin of Matt Joyner)
- stage IV metastasized breast
cancer

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) -
multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Linda Browning (sister of Larry
Bumgardner) - pneumonia

and acute respiratory distress
syndrome

First Responders, Linemen,
Firemen - during recent fires and
strong winds

Sharon Gatchell (mother of
Sheryl Sanders) - sciatica issues,
debilitating back pain

Dot Holden - recovering from
surgery for broken wrist following
a fall

December 22 & 29 Attendance

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Janie Condley - recovering from
surgery for broken hip at Alta
Camarillo Rehab facility

Marlene Tomlinson (grandmother
of Noel Tomlinson) - recovering
from two strokes

Eliza Erickson - health issues
surrounding problems with thyroid
function

Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye)
- recovering from double-lung
transplant

Carol Overton (mother of Daniel
Overton) - trying to determine the
cause of a brain infection

Kendra Davis (sister of Suzanne
Scarberry) - recovering from
serious complications from recent
abdominal surgery

Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) -
rare and aggressive autoimmune
disease called ANCA-Associated
Vasculitis

Elizabeth Cowan (mother of
Christian Socquet) - memory
issues, difficulty understanding
medical care

Peace and safety for all in war-
torn areas: Israel, the Middle East,
Ukraine, Russia

Marilyn Aurand - spinal stenosis
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie
Douglas) - severely burned, many
complications

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) -
dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Harriet Nutter (mother of Daphne

Green) - depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa Scott)
- multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English Study
Center (BEST) in Cambodia

City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested following
recent major flooding

Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

David and Danna Willis and
family (brother of Tim Willis) -
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE

Javon Johnson - serving as
chaplain at the Ventura County
Naval Base

Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim Willis)
- serving in PA in the Army

December 22 Giving $15,971
$27,696

On-Site Service 164 & 139 December 29 Giving
Online Viewing 49 & 44 Weekly Giving Average $13,115
Weekly Giving Budget $12,502
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,677,806
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Haylie Douglas Rene Heard Andy Wall
Children’s Minister Worship & Media Manager Preaching Minister

(979) 676-1529 cell

haylie.douglas@conejochurch.org

(818) 665-8598 cell

rene.heard@conejochurch.org

(805) 331-0187 cell

andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



