
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube 

12:00pm	 Anchor Meeting at Fosters’ 
home

5:30pm	 Flourish Meeting at Bairds’ 
home

Upcoming Events 
Jan 20	 Women’s Bible Study

Jan 22	 Homeless Persons Count 
Service Project Opportunity

Jan 22	 Flourishing Families at Walls’

Jan 22	 Life Group at Reynolds’

Jan 23	 Life Group at Fosters’

Jan 25 	 Guys’ Golf Group

Jan 25 	 Women’s Craft Day

Jan 26 	 YM Family Potluck Parent 
Meeting

Upcoming Birthdays
Quintt Landis		  1/15

Allan Argano		  1/18

Kathy Stephens		  1/21

Oliver Opel		  1/24

Rodney Smithers		  1/24

Rick Furino			  1/26

Penny White		  1/27

January 19, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

How Can I Help?
Andy Wall

In the aftermath of the massively destructive Palisade and Eaton fires (among others), 
many have been asking, “How can I help?” In today’s article, I’d like to share a variety of 
opportunities to give. This is neither an exhaustive nor exclusive list. However, these 
represent a good start for any who want to offer financial assistance to those impacted by 
the historic fires of the past two weeks. 

For those who give online to the ministries of the Conejo Church, we’ve recently added the 
option to give toward “LA Fire Support.” If you prefer to give by check, you can designate 
“LA Fire Support” in the memo line of your offering. Your donation will be used to support 
recent fire victims as determined by our elders and ministry staff.

The following options were culled from online posts of friends. 

Support for people who have lost homes and property:

•	 Support the Salvation Army’s long-term relief and rebuilding efforts that include 
food, personal necessities, and shelter to survivors and first responders.

• Donate to the California Community Foundation, which provides targeted 
immediaterecovery and long-term support for residents.

•	 Give to a verified GoFundMe fundraiser for individuals and families. 

•	 Donate to the Pepperdine Strong fund to provide assistance to students, staff, 
and faculty impacted by the recent fires.

•	 Donate food to the LA Regional Food Bank or funds to World Central Kitchen.

•	 Support unhoused folks affected by the fire through LA Homeless Services. 

•	 The Anderson Munger Family YMCA and the Koreatown YMCA Center for 
Community Well-being are accepting donations of essential items such as 
unopened food, clothing, blankets, emergency supplies, and pet food.

•	 Provide critical items for children such as diapers, food, formula, and hygiene 
products through Baby2Baby. 

•	 Provide clothing donations for families affected by the fires through Set Active.

Support for firefighters and firefighting efforts:

•	Support firefighters and their families through the California Fire Foundation.

•	Donate to the LA Fire Department Wildfire Emergency Fund.

Volunteer opportunities:

•	 The American Red Cross is accepting donations and volunteer sign-ups to help 
provide shelter, food, emotional support, and health services.

•	 Follow @pepperdineserves on Instagram for Pepperdine-specific efforts.

May we find ways to give, serve, volunteer, and be the blessing as the affected communities 
of Los Angeles rebuild together. 



Current Sermon Series: “Childlike 
Lessons for a Grownup Faith”

We’re beginning 2025 with the invitation to live 
intentionally in the way of Christ. Undergirding the 
series is Ephesians 4:17-24, Paul’s exhortation that we 
live in the way we learned from Christ: putting away 
our former ways, being renewed in the spirit of our 
minds, and being clothed in the new self. Each week 
we’re considering a specific application that Paul makes, 
introduced by a children’s story. 

Ephesians 4:29 is our theme verse for this week, 
emphasizing how Christians are to use their words to 
edify and build others up. The corresponding children’s 
story is “Rotten Island” by William Steig, which tells of the 
power beauty has to overcome the world’s ugliness. Our 
reflections will center on using our words redemptively 
rather than destructively in our world. 

Adult Education This Winter
This quarter, our adult auditorium class is sharing in an 
exploration of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. The series 
is titled “Churching (on the) 101” and will run through the end 
of April. This week, Nick Zola will be focusing on 1 Corinthians 
1 with a class titled “Preaching Christ Crucified as Wisdom, Not 
Weakness.” 

In the overflow classroom, Bill Foster is leading a study on godly 
principles surrounding personal finance. This ten-week study 
is based on the Crown Financial MoneyLife curriculum and 
includes weekly homework, scripture memory and reflection, 
practical application to household finances, and a prayer log. 
This Sunday officially kicks off the class.

LA Fire Victim Support
This week we added a new 
fund, “LA Fire Support,” to 
designate that a donation 
should be used in support of 
victims of the recent LA-area 
wildfires. Simply visit the Conejo 
Church donation page and 
select “LA Fire Support” from 
the drop-down menu. The final 
destination of these funds will 
be determined by the elders and 
ministry staff soon.

Small Groups 
Our small group program is underway, with groups meeting 
around the Conejo Valley and beyond. These groups meet for 
a variety of purposes including prayer, Bible study, fellowship, 
service, mentoring, and outreach. Some groups include 
children, some are for teens, some are for adults, and some 
include all generations. Please click Small Group Ministries for 
a detailed listing of our current groups.

Conejo Tutoring
The Spring Tutoring Season is 
underway. We have a wonderful 
surplus of students to tutor this 
year, and we are looking for both 
weekly volunteers and substitutes 
to provide them with 1-on-1 
attention each week. Tutoring will 
take place in-person at Conejo 
Academy (formerly Conejo 
Elementary School) on Thursdays 
at 6pm through April 24.  

Being a tutor means spending an hour of your time each week 
with first-grade students, helping them with their reading, with 
math, or just playing games. This ministry takes place on the 
school campus in the students’ classrooms, and tutors have 
access to a wealth of exciting educational tools and supplies. 
Please contact Rob West at (805) 657-2911 or you can email 
tutoringatconejo@gmail.com if you can serve as a tutor or 
substitute, or if you would like additional information.

Women’s Craft Event / January 25
Ladies of all ages are invited to enjoy a time of deepening 
friendships while making progress on their current project(s). 
Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for a fun day of 
creativity on Sunday, January 25, beginning at 11am.

Blessing Bags
On February 9 during the Bible class hour, our teens plan to 
prepare 100 blessing bags for our members to take to share 
with people who are needing help. We need members to 
donate the following items.  

•  Nutella & Go (with Breadsticks)		  •  Hand Sanitizer 
•  $10 Gift Card to McDs or Taco Bell	 •  $5 Bills 
•  8oz. bottled waters			   •  Pocket Tissues 
•  Granola Bars				    •  Chapstick 
•  Medium Tube Toothpaste		  •  Toothbrush 
•  Socks

Please click the Blessing Bag Items Sign-Up Sheet to indicate 
the items and quantities that you can provide. There will be a 
table set up in the foyer between the doors to the Youth Room. 
Please bring the items you sign up to bring between January 19 
and February 8. 

Women’s Day Retreat / March 15
Please mark your calendars to save the date of March 15. 
This is the day that the 2025 Women’s Day Retreat has been 
scheduled at the church building. More details will be shared in 
the coming weeks. 

Landscape Update on Church Property
The pine trees in our parking lot and around the building will 
be removed beginning later this month. This work may take 
several days. The pines will be removed and replaced with 
smaller trees which should pose less danger to people and 
property. We will keep you updated on how the project will 
impact parking.

What’s Happening At Conejo

https://conejochurch.churchcenter.com/giving
https://conejochurch.churchcenter.com/giving
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2024-25-Small-Groups-January-FINAL.pdf
mailto:tutoringatconejo%40gmail.com?subject=Conejo%20Academy%20Tutoring
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-54475109-blessing


January’s Memory Verse 

Youth Group Bible Classes 
The Bible class theme for the spring is “Profiles In Faith.” Rick 
Marrs is teaching this series with character studies of Joseph 
and Ruth at 9am each Sunday in January through February 2.

Please encourage your teen to be present and engaged in this 
time to study, grow, and learn with their peers in Bible class.

CVYM Connect Calendar
Parents, please help us know your kids’ extra-curricular 
schedules by sending them to Kari Odenath (kariwhit@gmail.
com). Kari has created a Google calendarto help us connect at 
our various events for our teens. Let’s remember to support 
our teens at their various events! Click the CVYM Connect 
Google Calendar for our teens’ schedules. 

Anchor and Flourish Meetings / January 19
The Anchor Guys’ Group will meet at the Fosters’ home (2327 
Gillingham Cir, Thousand Oaks 91362) immediately following 
our worship service from 12-3pm. Lunch will be provided along 
with games, Rams game viewing and devo at half time. We 
hope you can join in the fellowship!

Our Flourish Girls’ Group will meet at the Bairds’ home (1014 
Winston Court, Westlake 91361) from 5:30-7:30pm. We will 
have dinner together, play some games, and have our own 
Carrie Wall present a fun and inspiring talk and activity “Taking 
Aim at the New Year - 2025.” We hope you will join in the fun!

Family Potluck / January 26
The Youth Ministry Family 
Potluck has been rescheduled 
for January 26 immediately 
following the morning worship 
service. This will be a time for 
parents, teens, and leadership 
to share a meal and work 
through details involving 
calendar items, events, classes, service projects, and mission 
trip for the coming months. Please, plan to be present to 
be part of the discussion and planning. The Youth Ministry 
Calendar available here will be followed pretty closely, but 
there will be some changes and we will need to work out 
details, divide jobs, and aim for a wonderful 2025 together! 

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
Children’s Bible Class Offerings
Nursery - Noel T.  
2’s-5’s - Leslie S. and Sarah G. 
Kinder-5th grade - Paula M. and 
Co W. 

Worship Classes are available for 
children during our sermon time.

Nursery - Aubrey S.  
2’s-5’s - Sandy S. and Sarah G.    
Kinder-5th grade -Penny W.

Valentines for Seniors
Starting next week, our Children’s 
Ministry will lead us in creating beautiful 
valentines for senior citizens in our 
community. Each week from January 
26 through February 9, we encourage 
children, teens, and adults to spend 
time on the playground (or inside if it’s 

rainy) preparing beautiful cards for senior citizens. If you have 
a friend or neighbor who would be encouraged by receiving 
hand-made cards from our children’s ministry, please share 

their name and address with office@conejochurch.org so that 
we can include them.

Updated Children’s Ministry Roster
If you have children in the Children’s Ministry, please fill out the 
Google form at tinyurl.com/cvccroster24. Please fill this out if 
you have not yet done so for the 2024-2025 school year. Thank 
you for helping us keep accurate records as we endeavor to 
serve your family.

mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CVYM-Year-At-A-Glanace-2024-2025.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/CVYM-Year-At-A-Glanace-2024-2025.pdf
mailto:office%40conejochurch.org?subject=Valentines%20for%20Senior%20Citizens
http://tinyurl.com/cvccroster24


Attendance
+ Giving

January 12 Giving  $4,694

 Weekly Giving Average $11,920

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,681,119

PRAISES
New Members – Derek, Laura, 
Miles, and Henry Estes; Clay, 
Aubrey, Milo, and Ellis Smith; Scott, 
Johnelle, Nora, Oliver, and Logan 
Opel; Will, Nissa, and Emmett 
Hatfield
Cindy Hall (cousin of Matt Joyner) 
– breast cancer in remission 

THOSE GRIEVING
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Larry Bumgardner – loss of sister, 
Linda Browning
Michele Davis – loss of mother, 
Janice McCoy
Jodi Davis – loss of mother, Mary 
Clontz 
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, Sherry 
Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis
Chris Heard – loss of mother, 
Linda Heard
Michael Williams – loss of father, 
David Williams 
Suzanne Scarberry  – loss of 
brother, Marty Lince
Rick Marrs – loss of father, Roscoe 
Marrs 
Tiffany Ornelas – loss of 
grandmother, Dorothy Cotton
Nick Odenath – loss of father, Al 
Odenath  
Phil Daringer – loss of father, Phil 
Daringer

Stan Thomas – loss of father, 
Leroy Thomas
Jim White – loss of mother, Joanna 
White
Vincent Chambers – loss of 
father, Buford Chambers 
Darlene Rivas – loss of Lucinda 
Hodges, sister-in-law
Daelan Blankfein – loss of father, 
Fred Blankfein
Kim Milanovich – loss of 
grandmother, Alice Michael

FIGHTING CANCER
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Shirley Comia (friend of Bob and 
Kay Falletta) – recently diagnosed 
with cancer
Maria Baake – recovering from 
surgery for breast cancer
David Green – cancer suppressor 
working; semi-monthly biomarker 
tests yielding positive results
Sandra Brasher (friend of Rene 
Heard) – breast cancer
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) – 
multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Firefighters, first responders,  
linemen, and other support 
personnel as they continue to 
battle fires and restore electricity 
and services to burned areas
For all who have lost lives and 
property in the Palisades, Eaton, 
Kenneth, Franklin, and other 
recent fires
Henry Estes – broken leg 

Sharon Gatchell (mother of 
Sheryl Sanders) – sciatica issues, 
debilitating back pain
Dot Holden – recovering from 
surgery for broken wrist following 
a fall
Janie Condley – recovering from 
surgery for broken hip at Alta 
Camarillo Rehab facility
Marlene Tomlinson (grandmother 
of Noel Tomlinson) – recovering 
from two strokes 
Eliza Erickson – health issues 
surrounding problems with thyroid 
function
Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye) 
– recovering from double-lung 
transplant
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – trying to determine the 
cause of a brain infection
Kendra Davis (sister of Suzanne 
Scarberry) – lost home in recent 
fire; dealing with health issues
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease called ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for all in war-
torn areas: Israel, the Middle East, 
Ukraine, Russia 
Marilyn Aurand – spinal stenosis
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie 
Douglas) – severely burned, many 
complications

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) – 
dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of Daphne 
Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English Study 
Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested following 
recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond
David and Danna Willis and 
family (brother of Tim Willis) – 
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at the Ventura County 
Naval Base 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim Willis) 
– serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

January 12 Attendance

On-Site Service  125

Online Viewing    75

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

	       Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Haylie Douglas
Children’s Minister
(979) 676-1529 cell 
haylie.douglas@conejochurch.org 

Rene Heard	
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
rene.heard@conejochurch.org

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy.wall@conejochurch.org


