
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube	

Upcoming Events 
Feb 10	 Women’s Bible Study

Feb 12	 Playdate with Haylie

Feb 12	 Flourishing Families at Walls’

Feb 12	 Life Group at Reynolds’

Feb 13	 Conejo Tutoring

Feb 13	 Life Group at Fosters’

Feb 15	 Guys Golf Group

Feb 23	 Mexico Mission Team Meeting

Feb 28	 Moms Better Together

Mar 1	 Preschool Family Fun at the 
Marrs’

Mar 9	 Bowls of Hope

Mar 14-16	 HS Winter Retreat at Big Bear

Mar 15	 Women’s Day 

Upcoming Birthdays
Ashleigh Baird		  2/9

Charee Landis		  2/10

Paxton Van Atta		  2/11

Heather Phillips		  2/12

Jordan Cho			  2/16

Troy Odenath		  2/16

February 9, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Gleaning Hope
Andy Wall

Ruth is the middle name of my wife Carrie, given in honor of her grandmother Ruth 
Giboney, a godly woman who was short in stature but mighty in influence. Ruth raised 
eight kids and left a wonderful legacy of faithful service to others that reaches now to 
the fourth generation. A grand total of twenty granddaughters, great-granddaughters, or 
great-great-granddaughters bear her name, a tribute to a life well lived. 

In Scripture, there is a worthy woman named Ruth as well.  According to Ruth 4:18-20, she 
was the great-grandmother of King David; she is also remembered in the New Testament 
as an ancestor of the Lord Jesus (Matthew 1:5). Her story, which takes place sometime 
during the lawless days of the judges before Israel had kings, is a well-told narrative which 
artfully conveys several important messages. 

The first has to do with unexpected devotion. Ruth shows a God-like loyalty when she 
commits to return to Judah with her mother-in-law Naomi, even after her husband has 
died and even though there is nothing for her in this foreign land. Ruth’s famous words 
(1:16-17), backed up by her resolute actions, exemplify what it means to live for the sake 
of others. Her kindness to Naomi, far above the call of conventional duty, is an exemplar 
of unselfish devotion. 

God’s care and concern for all nations is a second message which is subtly but eloquently 
presented in Ruth. Ruth is a foreigner, a native of Moab, not one of God’s covenant people 
Israel. Yet Boaz, Naomi’s relative, shows Ruth great kindness and respect.  In a day and age 
when widows were terribly vulnerable to exploitation and abuse, Boaz’s behavior is telling. 
More significant still is the fact Ruth went on to become the great-grandmother of Israel’s 
favorite and most memorable king. In God’s economy, national boundaries and ethnic 
distinctions are not nearly so important as we humans sometimes make them. 

Third, the story of Ruth is about God’s hidden providence. The narrative certainly begins 
darkly, with Naomi losing her husband and both her sons. When Naomi, whose name 
means “pleasant,” returns to Bethlehem, she tells the women to call her Mara, “bitter.”  
Naomi observes that God’s hand is against her and that the Almighty One has dealt bitterly 
with her. Yet as the story unfolds, the observant will notice that Naomi is not abandoned 
or left destitute. God’s gracious care for her is expressed through several key characters 
in the story. 

During the next three weeks, we will explore together Ruth’s ancient yet timeless story in 

our Sunday morning preaching. I invite you to read and reread Ruth, allowing yourself to be 

surprised, encouraged, and challenged by the powerful messages of this brief yet important 

Biblical story. 



Current Sermon Series: “Gleaning Hope: 
The Gospel According to Ruth”

This February, we’re sharing a sermon series on the book 
of Ruth (see the introduction on page 1). While Ruth is 
sometimes quoted in weddings, there is more in Ruth 
than a story about loyalty. In this week’s message we’ll 
look at chapter one of Ruth as we wrestle with God’s 
hidden providence and how God’s steadfast love can be 
embodied in unexpected people.

Adult Education This Winter
Our adult auditorium class is exploring Paul’s first letter to 
the Corinthians. The class series is titled “Churching (on the) 
101” and will run through April 27. This week, Tim Willis will be 
focusing on 1 Corinthians 5 with a class titled “Sexual Integrity 
and Community Standards.” 

In the overflow classroom, Bill Foster is leading a study on godly 
principles surrounding personal finance. This ten-week study 
is based on the Crown Financial MoneyLife curriculum and 
includes weekly homework, scripture memory and reflection, 
practical application to household finances, and a prayer log. 

Memorial for David Baird / February 14
On Friday, February 14, there will be a Memorial Service for 
David Baird at 11am in Smothers Theater on the campus of 
Pepperdine University. If you are unable to attend in person, 
please click Livestream Option to view the service via this link.

We ask that you please continue to lift up the entire Baird 
family in prayer. In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that 
donations be made to the W. David Baird Distinguished 
Lecture Series at Seaver College. Gifts should be directed to 
the Office of the President, Pepperdine University, 24255 Pacific 
Coast Hwy, Malibu, CA 90263.

Moms Better Together / February 28
February will be a Moms Better Together 
month! Moms of all ages are invited to be 
a part of this Conejo ministry. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 
28, from 5:45-7:45pm at the CVCC church 
building. Click RSVP link so that those 
preparing the event will be aware of your 
plan to attend and order your meal.

Preschool Family Fun / March 1
All parents of preschoolers are invited 
to the home of Rick and Paula Marrs on 
Saturday, March 1, from 10am to 1pm. 
It will be a come-and-go event so that 
naptimes can be honored! This gathering 
is designed to give our young parents and 
youngest children an opportunity to build 
deeper friendships with other families 
from church. Please mark your calendars 
now and save the date! 

Welcome to Conejo!
We’re delighted to welcome Jonathan Pearce to the Conejo 
Church! We look forward to sharing in ministry and community 
with you. Our prayer is that you will be blessed by your 
association with this church family and that you will be 
encouraged to grow in faith, love, and service to others. Contact 
information for Jonathan : 

(310) 460-8061    •     jonathan.p.pearce@gmail.com 
4029 Mariner Circle, Westlake Village, CA 91361-3807

Blessing Bags / Today
Thank you, teens, for leading this ministry to help those who 
are discouraged and lacking some basic necessities. Thank 
you, church, for providing the goods for our wonderful teens 
to organize in bags for sharing. We hope that you will pick up a 
bag on your way out to share with someone you see who needs  
food, a kind action, or an encouraging word. 

Bowls of Hope / March 9
Our fourth Bowls of Hope painting party 
to support Many Mansions is scheduled 
for Sunday, March 9, from 3-5pm. This 
is a wonderful and fun intergenerational 
Sunday afternoon activity. It costs $20 per 
bowl that you paint. Sign up at 2025 Bowl 
Painting Party for Many Mansions. The 
bowls will be fired, glazed, then sold for the annual Bowls of 
Hope fundraiser for Many Mansions in June. 

Women’s Day: 
“A Mosaic of Love: Embracing Our 
Differences To Create Unity in Christ”

God gives us unique talents, strengths, opinions, and 
experiences and then calls us to live and work and love 
together. Can we learn to disagree better so we can be a 
better version of God’s body in the Conejo Valley? Come 
spend a day worshiping and learning how to strengthen 
our bonds of love even as we honor each other’s 
distinctive role in God’s kingdom. Kindy De Long will be 
our featured speaker. Join us on Saturday, March 15. We 
will begin at 9am and wrap up by 4pm. Lunch and a light 
breakfast will be included. Look for registration to begin 
soon.

LA Fire Victim Support
We have added a new fund, “LA Fire Support,” if you would 
like to designate a donation to be used in support of victims 
of the recent LA-area wildfires. Simply visit the Conejo Church 
donation page and select “LA Fire Support” from the drop-down 
menu. The final destination of these funds will be determined 
by the elders and ministry staff soon.

What’s Happening At Conejo

https://www.youtube.com/live/PQai6O-LPWU
https://give.pepperdine.edu/Baird
https://give.pepperdine.edu/Baird
https://www.evite.com/event/023A4NGCF27OL4JW4EPP4TMSWWFC2Q?utm_campaign=send_sharable_link&utm_source=evitelink&utm_medium=sharable_invite
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-54986440-bowl#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-54986440-bowl#/
https://conejochurch.churchcenter.com/giving


Teens!
There are a lot of wonderful classes and times to be together 
lined up for you this winter and spring. Please make every 
effort to be present and engaged in these times to study, grow, 
encourage one another, and learn with your peers in Bible 
class, at devos, at sporting events, and at special church events. 
Let’s walk faithfully through each week together!

Youth Ministry Bible Classes 
Today is “Blessing Bag Sunday.” This 
morning’s Bible class hour will be spent 
filling bags for this church family to 
share with people who are asking for 
help with food.  

The Bible class theme for the spring 
is “Profiles In Faith.” Rick Marrs just 
concluded a 5-week series with 
character studies of Joseph and Ruth. 
On February 16, the “Profiles in Faith” series will continue with a 
study of Daniel and his friends, taught by Chris Heard.

Dinner and Devo / Resumes February 16
Dinner and Devo will not meet this evening. Next week, our 
teens will meet again beginning at 5:30pm and continuing 
through 7pm. The topical study is currently “Godly Friendships.” 

Come hang out with some great friends at church, spend time 
talking about friendships, share a meal, and give and receive 
encouragement as you enter into a new week of school.

Youth Ministry Calendar
The Youth Ministry Calendar has been updated and is 
available here. Please make notes about upcoming events. 

CVYM Connect Calendar
Parents, please help us know your kids’ extra-curricular 
schedules by sending them to Kari Odenath (kariwhit@gmail.
com). Kari has created a Google calendarto help us connect at 
our various events for our teens. Let’s remember to support 
our teens at their various events! Click the CVYM Connect 
Google Calendar for our teens’ schedules. 

Mexico Mission Team Meeting #1 / February 23
A very important date to get onto 
your calendar is Sunday, February 23. 
That day we will have the first of four 
preparatory meetings for the summer 
mission trip to build a house with 
Amor in Mexico. This trip is open to our 
students who are in 8th grade and older. 
If you plan to go and do not yet have a 
passport, please start the process now.

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
Children’s Bible Class Offerings
Nursery - Haylie D.  
2’s-5’s - Leslie S. and Sarah G. 
Kinder-5th grade - Paula M. and 
Co W. 

Worship Classes are available for 
children during our sermon time.

Nursery - ________ and Harmony H. 
2’s-5’s - Rene Heard and Sarah G.    
Kinder-5th grade - Mark D.

Valentines for Seniors
Our Children’s Ministry is leading us in 
creating beautiful valentines for senior 
citizens in our community. Today is our 
last opportunity to participate in this 
ministry of encouragement. We hope 
that children, teens, and adults will spend 
some time on the playground (or inside 
if the weather demands) preparing 

beautiful cards for senior citizens. If you have a friend or 
neighbor who would be encouraged by receiving hand-made 
cards from our children’s ministry, please share their name and 
address with Haylie Douglas haylie.douglas@conejochurch.org 
so that they can be included.

Updated Children’s Ministry Roster
If you have children in the Children’s Ministry, please fill out the 
Google form at tinyurl.com/cvccroster24. Please fill this out if 
you have not yet done so for the 2024-2025 school year. Thank 
you for helping us keep accurate records as we endeavor to 
serve your family.

Babysitting Night / February 21
On Friday, February 21, bring your kids to the church building 
from 5:30-7:30 for a night of free babysitting. We’ll watch a 
movie, have some pizza, and play while you get an evening to 
yourself. RSVP at tinyurl.com/cvccbabysit25. Contact Haylie if 
you have any questions.

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CVYM-2025-Calendar.jpeg
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
mailto:haylie.douglas%40conejochurch.org?subject=Valentines%20for%20Senior%20Citizens
http://tinyurl.com/cvccroster24
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHBnipsHdWpnbO86FlQ5apRQzbTgfdnavbu1WzKMyA_dHUjA/viewform


Attendance
+ Giving

February 2 Giving  $16,000

 Weekly Giving Average $11,288

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,682,930

PRAISES
New Members – Scott, Johnelle, 
Nora, Oliver, and Logan Opel; Will, 
Nissa, and Emmett Hatfield; Mike 
and Maureen Thomas; Jonathan 
Pearce
Dot Holden - wrist healing, cast 
removed, returned to her home
Rain!

THOSE GRIEVING
Bob Falletta – loss of sister, Karin 
Carlstedt
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Larry Bumgardner – loss of sister, 
Linda Browning
Michele Davis – loss of mother, 
Janice McCoy
Jodi Davis – loss of mother, Mary 
Clontz 
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, Sherry 
Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis
Chris Heard – loss of mother, 
Linda Heard
Michael Williams – loss of father, 
David Williams 
Suzanne Scarberry  – loss of 
brother, Marty Lince
Rick Marrs – loss of father, Roscoe 
Marrs 
Tiffany Ornelas – loss of 
grandmother, Dorothy Cotton
Nick Odenath – loss of father, Al 
Odenath  

Phil Daringer – loss of father, Phil 
Daringer
Stan Thomas – loss of father, 
Leroy Thomas
Jim White – loss of mother, Joanna 
White
Vincent Chambers – loss of 
father, Buford Chambers 
Darlene Rivas – loss of Lucinda 
Hodges, sister-in-law
Daelan Blankfein – loss of father, 
Fred Blankfein
Kim Milanovich – loss of 
grandmother, Alice Michael

FIGHTING CANCER
Marilyn Aurand – nodules 
discovered in lungs; undergoing 
biopsies and blood work at UCLA 
hospital; physically and mentally 
battle-weary
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Shirley Comia (friend of Bob and 
Kay Falletta) – recently diagnosed 
with cancer
Maria Baake – undergoing 
treatments for breast cancer
David Green – semi-monthly tests 
yielding positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) – 
multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Brandon Starkey – severe back 
pain; surgery scheduled on 
February 24
Larry Bumgardner – recovering 
from back surgery for spinal 
stenosis

Firefighters, first responders, 
linemen, and other support 
personnel as they continue to 
work in  burned areas
For all who have lost lives and 
property in the many recent fires
Sharon Gatchell (mother of 
Sheryl Sanders) – sciatica issues, 
debilitating back pain
Janie Condley – recovering from 
broken hip 
Marlene Tomlinson (grandmother 
of Noel Tomlinson) – recovering 
from two strokes 
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye) 
– recovering from double-lung 
transplant
Carol Overton (mother of 
Daniel Overton) –  recovering at 
home from the effects of a brain 
infection
Kendra Davis (sister of Suzanne 
Scarberry) – lost home in recent 
fire; dealing with health issues
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for all in war-
torn areas: Israel, the Middle East, 
Ukraine, Russia 
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie 
Douglas) – severely burned

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) – 
dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of Daphne 
Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English Study 
Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested following 
recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond
David and Danna Willis and 
family (brother of Tim Willis) – 
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at the Ventura County 
Naval Base 
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim Willis) 
– serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

February 2 Attendance

On-Site Service  121

Online Viewing    55
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