
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

11:45am	 Lunch provided for all at the 
Habit Truck	

5:30pm	 CVYM Dinner and Devo

Upcoming Events 
May 5	 Women’s Bible Study

May 10	 Guys Golf Group

May 11	 YM Candidate Visit

May 18	 YM Candidate Visit

May 18	 Mexico Mission Team Meeting

May 26	 Memorial Day Picnic

Jun 1	 Senior Sunday and Banquet

Upcoming Birthdays
Neil Socquet		  5/1

Carly Stephens		  5/2

Andrew Sutherland		  5/2

Johnelle Opel		  5/6

Joselie Rivera		  5/8 

Kay Falletta		  5/10

Co Warford		  5/12

Mark Scarberry		  5/13

May 4, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Giving Life to the Dead
 Andy Wall

“The son of God did not come to make good people better but to give life to the dead.” 
– Fleming Rutledge 

How can we flourish as human beings and thrive in our relationships? You can find as many 
answers to these questions as there are pop psychology books in the self-help section of 
the local Barnes & Noble. Stephen Covey’s “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People” is a 
classic in the field, and one that I’ve personally found helpful, with time-honored ideas 
like “begin with the end in mind” and “sharpen the saw.” This genre offers everything from 
mindfulness to meditation, self-knowledge to stress reduction, creativity to connecting 
with others, diminishing distractions to discovering your truest self. 

What I doubt you’ll find is many self-help books that encourage you to take seriously the 
Biblical idea of sin, with its related practices of self-examination, confession, humility, 
worship, and forgiveness. Some of this may be due to our aversion to some of the ascetic 
excesses of the medieval past that bordered on self-abuse, or to puritanical obsessions 
of the colonial past that led to hypocritical self-righteousness. But I think a bigger reason 
is that our human pride is offended by the notion that we are sinners at all, that we are 
chronically self-obsessed and self-aggrandizing, that we might stand in need of anything 
resembling God’s reconciling grace or empowering Spirit. 

So how might taking our sin seriously contribute to our flourishing as human beings and 
thriving in our relationships? First, it forces us to acknowledge that as humans we have 
flaws, blind spots, unhealthy inclinations, and narcissistic tendencies.  All of these flaws can 
diminish the quality of our relationships and interfere with our human flourishing. Clearly 
seeing our true condition is the foundation for any personal growth—just ask any member 
of Alcoholics Anonymous!  Second, taking our sin seriously teaches us to live by practices 
that help us grow and change, practices such as the self-examination, confession, humility, 
worship, and forgiveness mentioned above. I don’t know of a healthy relationship that 
doesn’t include the practices of apologizing and forgiveness. Third, understanding our own 
sinful nature helps us see our fellow humans with new eyes. As Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
wrote, “The line separating good and evil passes not through states, nor between classes, 
nor between political parties either—but right through every human heart.” When it comes 
to sin and the capacity for evil, there is no “us” and “them”; there is only “us.” 

As a minister, I long to see people flourish and relationships thrive within our congregation 

and our community. But not at the cost of denying the reality of sin in our world, our 

institutions, and our own hearts. May we see that the best of human flourishing comes from 

living in loving harmony with God’s wisdom, by loving our human siblings, and by being 

honest about our chronic need of divine grace. 



Youth-Led Service This Sunday

This Sunday’s youth-led worship service, provides our teens 
the opportunity to utilize and hone their gifts as we worship 
together. During our sermon time, Alyssa Hunnicutt will 
share a message titled “Walking in Faith,” and Justus Baird 
will share a message titled “Grow as You Go.” 

2025 University and Grad School Graduates
Congratulations to our recent and upcoming university 
graduates. Please click 2025 University and Grad School 
Graduates for a full listing of the new  graduates.

Adult Education This Sunday
This week our auditorium class will be reflecting together on 
the theme of “Paul as Minister” with Andy Wall. After spending 
the past quarter studying Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, 
we’ll take a step back and reflect on how Paul went about the 
task of ministry. 

Food Share Service Project / Thank you!
The Women’s Bible study group that meets on Monday nights 
organized a food drive for Food Share Ventura County. The 
group is currently studying the book Boundless Compassion: 
Creating a Way of Life by Joyce Rupp and organized this 
collection as a hands-on way of practicing compassion in our 
community. Food Share is Ventura County’s regional food bank 
that works with 175 pantry and program partners throughout 
the county and distributes nearly 20 million pounds of food 
annually to more than 250,000 people. It has recently learned 
that it will not be receiving expected shipments of more 
than 200,000 pounds of food from federal sources, so the 
organization is reaching out to local communities to try to help 
recover some of that loss.  

Throughout April, the church collected 380 pounds of food, 
which equates to 315 meals. The cash donated by CVCC 
members totaled $600. On the website, Food Share says they 
can turn every $1 donation into 3 meals. So, a huge thank you, 
church, for providing over 2000 meals for people in this area 
who are dealing with food insecurity. You can learn more about 
the organization at https://foodshare.com.

Right Paw Conference Room
The right paw  classroom to the north of the sanctuary is now 
a conference room. There are 20 chairs available for group 
meetings. This room is no longer an area for storage. To 
reserve this room, please contact office@conejochurch.org. 

Youth Ministry Search Update
In recent weeks, the Youth Minister Search Committee has 
interviewed two outstanding candidates (from a list of ten 
qualified people who expressed interest in the position). Our 
committee of eight has worked very well together and feels 
confident that we’ll have a recommendation to our elders 
at some point in May. The candidates will be introduced to 
the congregation and to our youth group on May 11 and 18. 
We appreciate your prayers for our discernment and for our 
candidates as we get closer to making a decision.

Harbor 2025 / May 6-9
For over 80 years, Harbor, also known as the Pepperdine 
Bible Lectures, has gathered Christian community and leaders 
at Pepperdine for a dynamic multi-day conference. This 
Tuesday through Friday, the beautiful Malibu campus will be 
transformed into a sacred place for worship, learning, renewal, 
and restoration. This year’s theme is “Your Kingdom Come.” The 
teachings and ministry of Jesus consistently proclaimed that 
the realm of God’s Kingdom is here and now.  Participating in 
this Kingdom gives us new ways to see, new ways to hear, and 
new values that guide our every action and relationship. Please 
make plans to take part in Harbor 2025 and to consider deeply, 
through the teachings and parables of Jesus, how to seek first 
the Kingdom.. For more details, please go to pepperdine.edu/
harbor and click on “Learn More and Register.”

Summer Preaching and Ministry Intern
From May 15 through July 27, Zoe Williamson, a first-year Bible 
student from Harding University, will be serving as a preaching 
and ministry intern. She will be working with Andy and our 
ministry team and will also be participating in various summer 
ministries such as Vacation Bible School, the Amor Mission 
Trip, Teen Camp, and King’s Kamp. Please pray for a beneficial 
ministry experience for Zoe as she learns and serves in the 
Conejo Church. If you have a spare vehicle that Zoe might use 
during her visit, please contact Andy Wall. 

Photo Updates
We like to keep our photos current for 
the member directories both in the foyer 
and on the website. If your photo is not 
included in the foyer photo directory, or 
if it is there but your children have aged, 
please help us get an update. See either 
Stu Warford or Rene Heard after church 
services and let them know that you’d 
like an updated photo.

What’s Happening At Conejo

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/University-and-Grad-School-Grads-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/University-and-Grad-School-Grads-FINAL.pdf
https://foodshare.com
mailto:office%40conejochurch.org?subject=Conference%20Room%20Request
http://pepperdine.edu/harbor
http://pepperdine.edu/harbor


Youth Ministry Bible Classes 
The Bible class theme for the spring is “Profiles In Faith.” The 
Bible class theme for the spring is “Profiles In Faith.” This 
Sunday the teens will prepare for the Youth-Led Service and 
learn more about what worship is. The class will be led by Clay 
Smith and Jeremy Johnson.Dinner and Devo will meet this 
evening from 5:30-7pm at the church buiilding.

Youth-Led Service and Habit Truck Lunch / Today
We are giving the keys of leadership to our youth as they lead 
our worship this morning. This is an opportunity for them to 
practice leadership in several areas as they think about serving 
our family regularly during the worship service moving forward. 
Right after service, lunch will be provided from The Habit truck. 
Looking forward to worshiping with you and enjoying lunch 
together afterwards!

Bingo Night Fundraiser / Thank You 
Thank you, 
church, for always 
supporting the 
youth group’s 
mission effort to 
Mexico. It was a 
joy to gather last 
Sunday night to 
share conversation 
and food together 
as we enjoyed many fun games of BINGO!  A huge thank you 
to our teens and parents for pulling together details to make 
the event fun for all, and a huge thank you to all who helped 

set up for and clean up after the event. Thank you for the 
generous contributions toward this summer’s trip to Mexico to 
build a house with Amor Ministries. A total of $2,400 was given 
toward this summer’s mission effort. The remaining $3,600 
was contributed onFriday to meet the amount that we need for 
this year’s trip. Thank you so much, church, for your generosity 
to help our young people help others. Being part of a church 
family that empowers members  to serve God by helping 
others is such a blessing! Thank you!

Upcoming CVYM Events and Calendar
Please click CVYM Current Newsletter to see information for 
all upcoming events (including dates, times, locations, and 
costs). Also, included in the newsletter is a list of Bible classes 
for the spring as well as a list of the topics for Dinner and Devo 
gatherings. Come, study, grow, encourage one another, and 
learn with your peers in Bible class, at devos, at sporting events, 
and at special church events. 

CVYM Connect Calendar
Parents, please help us know your kids’ extra-curricular 
schedules by sending them to Kari Odenath (kariwhit@gmail.
com). Kari has created CVYM Connect Google Calendar to help 
us support our teens at their various events! 

Teen Camp 2025 “Encounter” / July 6-12
Teen Camp this year will center around Luke 24:15 and the 
encounter between Jesus and a few disciples–an interaction 
where Jesus draws near to them and walks with them as 
they go along their way. Teen Camp is July 6-12. Early bird 
registration is open until May 31. Go to the Teen Camp website 
(socalteencamp.org)  to register for this great week. 

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
Children’s Bible Class Offerings
Nursery - Noel T. 
2’s-5’s - Leslie S. and Sarah G. 
Kinder-5th grade - Paula M. and Co W. 

Worship Classes are available for 
children during our sermon time.

Nursery - Melissa F. and ____________ 
2’s-5’s - Brenda W. and Sarah G.   
Kinder-5th grade - Mark D.

VBS 2025: The Great Adventure / June 16-19
Summer is quickly approaching, and that means Vacation Bible 
School will be here before we know it! This year, VBS will be  
June 16-19 from 9:15am-noon with a final show during Bible 
class on June 22. Volunteers can sign up now at tinyurl.com/
volunteervbs25 now. Student registration coming soon!

King’s Kamp / July 20-26 
Join us from July 20-26 for King’s Kamp as we center our week 
around God’s Round Table! Kamp is for students who will be 

entering 4th through 8th grades. Early bird registration is open 
now! Go to kingskamp.org for more information and to sign 
up for an awesome week at Kamp. Help us raise money for 
Kamp through different sponsorship opportunities! Browse the 
categories at tinyurl.com/sponsorkamp.

Children’s Memory Verse
Always be __________ and gentle. Be _______________ and accept each 
other with ________________. You are joined together with _____________ 
through the _________. Do all you can to continue as you are, letting 
________ hold you together. Ephesians 4:2-3

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGeG5D1ANo/12K7Ga0uov_dUshR9869yQ/view?utm_content=DAGeG5D1ANo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he6c5543efb#1
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Event%20Calendar
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQwOThjYjAyNmY3NTk5OWE5M2NmYmNjYWNjODE1Y2ExZTZmYzUzZmU0Y2UwMjkyMTI4N2E2Y2E5ZmRlNWM5OEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
http://socalteencamp.org
http://tinyurl.com/volunteervbs25
http://tinyurl.com/volunteervbs25
http://kingskamp.org
http://tinyurl.com/sponsorkamp


Attendance
+ Giving

April 27 Giving  $15,521

 Weekly Giving Average $14,393

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,688,112

PRAISES
New Members – Mike and 
Maureen Thomas; Jonathan 
Pearce; Arlene Leedy
Pregnancies:  Valerie Patenaude 
(May); Brian and Molly Sanders 
(October)
Births: Valerie Nadine Iverson, 
daughter of DJ and Stacy Iverson; 
granddaughter of Chris and Sandy 
Stivers
Baptisms: Cash Landis, Sky Landis

THOSE GRIEVING
Ron Stephens – loss of mother, 
Nancy (Mitten) Stephens, and loss 
of sister, Deanna Patton
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Michele Davis – loss of mother, 
Janice McCoy
Jodi Davis – loss of mother, Mary 
Clontz 
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, Sherry 
Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis
Chris Heard – loss of mother, 
Linda Heard
Michael Williams – loss of father, 
David Williams 
Suzanne Scarberry  – loss of 
brother, Marty Lince
Rick Marrs – loss of father, Roscoe 
Marrs 

Tiffany Ornelas – loss of 
grandmother, Dorothy Cotton
Nick Odenath – loss of father, Al 
Odenath  
Phil Daringer – loss of father, Phil 
Daringer
Stan Thomas – loss of father, 
Leroy Thomas

FIGHTING CANCER
Marilyn Aurand – cancer has 
returned; recovering from broken 
ribs following recent fall; physically 
and mentally battle-weary
David Malinowsky (brother 
of Jeanette Starkey) – stage IV 
pancreatic cancer 
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – undergoing 
treatments for breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding positive 
results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) – 
multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jordan Downey – recovering from 
gallbladder surgery
Brian and Molly Sanders (son and 
daughter-in-law of Ed and Sheryl 
Sanders) – twins due in October!
Shirley Pacifici (mother of Charee 
Landis) – ongoing heart issues
Donald Skipper (grandfather of 
Bonnie Rockey) – diagnosis of and 
healing from  health problems 
Susan Pratt – recovering from 
knee replacement surgery

Brandon Starkey – recovering 
from recent back surgery
Larry Bumgardner – recovering 
from recent back surgery 
Sharon Gatchell (mother of Sheryl 
Sanders) – help and discernment 
in finding a caregiver who is a good 
match for Sharon
Janie Condley – recovering from 
broken hip 
Patricia “Gamma” Foster 
(grandmother of Noel Tomlinson) 
– prayers for peace and comfort 
while she’s in a memory care unit 
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye) 
– recovering from double-lung 
transplant
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for the world in 
turbulent times
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie 
Douglas) – severely burned
Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) – 
dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 

Harriet Nutter (mother of Daphne 
Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa Scott) 
– multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English Study 
Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested following 
recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond
David and Danna Willis and 
family (brother of Tim Willis) – 
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim Willis) 
– serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

April 27 Attendance

On-Site Service  140

Online Viewing    44
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