
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes For All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

5:30pm	 Summer Series Dinner and 
Devo at Bairds’ home

Upcoming Events 
July 15	 Dockweiler Bonfire

July 20-26	 King’s Kamp

July 27	 Welcome Darby Family

July 27	 Won By One and Fellowship

Aug 5	 Dockweiler Bonfire

Aug 17	 Back To School Sunday

Aug 17	 Kindergarten Blessing

Upcoming Birthdays
Sheryl Sanders		  7/6

Tammy Ditmore		  7/8

Kari Odenath		  7/10

Dwayne Hunnicutt		  7/11

Yashica Budde		  7/16

Maureen Thomas		  7/16

Laura Estes		  7/19

Chris Heard		  7/19

July 13, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Heroes
Andy Wall

Courage! What makes a king out of a slave? Courage! What makes the flag on the mast to 
wave? Courage! What makes the elephant charge his tusk in the misty mist, or the dusky dusk? 

Courage! What makes the muskrat guard his musk? Courage! What makes the sphinx the 
seventh wonder? Courage! What makes the dawn come up like thunder? Courage! What makes 

the Hottentot so hot? What puts the “ape” in apricot?  
What have they got that I ain’t got? Courage!   

The Cowardly Lion, “Wizard of Oz”

Big or small, ancient or modern, military or civilian, fictional or true-life, we love us some 
heroes. The lad David who stood up to the giant Goliath. The soldier who threw himself 
on the grenade to save his squad-mates. Six year old Ruby Bridges who walked every day 
through a screaming, threatening, spitting mob to be the first black child to attend an all-
white elementary school in the South. Malala Yousafzai from Pakistan who defied Taliban 
threats and bullets as an advocate for educational rights for girls. 

The most common feature shared by heroes, in my estimation, is courage. Heroes can 
be ordinary people who face extraordinary circumstances and display great heart and 
valor. Typically, people don’t set out to be heroes or to behave heroically. More often, 
circumstances arise which force a difficult choice between safety and some deeply held 
value. A hero is someone who chooses to live by their values despite the very real risks 
inherent in doing so. 

The first half of the book of Daniel is a book in Scripture that intentionally seeks to provide 
hero-stories for God-followers living in circumstances that are uncomfortable for or even 
downright hostile to faith. Threats and dangers abound in Daniel: fiery furnaces, lions dens, 
arrogant despots, the pressure to accommodate faith to false gods.  Yet these threats are 
met with faithfulness, loyalty, integrity, and yes, courage! Daniel 1-6 makes for inspiring 
reading when you are tempted to choose safety and expedience over deeply held values. 

Of course, not everyone has the chance to face down a Goliath, defy the Taliban, or risk 
the flames of a fiery furnace. Not all heroes make the pages of Scripture or the New 
York Times. In fact, many heroes labor in obscurity, loyally pursuing their deepest values 
without any film crew on hand to record their good deeds. A wife cares for her husband 
long after he has forgotten her name. A father loves a child who is unable to love him in 
return. A teen befriends the kid at school everyone else is working overtime to ignore.  
These too are heroes, manifesting courage and swimming against the tides of convenience 
or self-promotion. May God grant us hearts to live heroically and eyes to notice the heroes 
humbly living among us. 



And the Angels Rejoiced!
This past week, Calleigh 
Hunnicutt was baptized into 
Christ. Calleigh, we rejoice with 
you and your family upon your 
baptism. Our prayers are that 
your journey as Christ’s follower 
will be filled with joyful service 
to God and to all who are 
around you. We pray that your 
witness in the world will be a beautiful reflection of the life of 
our Lord Jesus as you share your time, talents, and the love of 
God throughout your life. May God bless you and empower you 
to walk faithfully in Jesus’ steps.

Today’s Sermon: The Call to Compassion

We are pleased to have Conejo’s own Connie Horton 
bringing the Word today in a message titled “The Call to 
Compassion.” Jesus saw crowds and individuals within the 
crowds with compassion. Do we? What would it look like if 
we viewed people the way Jesus did? How can we grow in 
this area of spiritual development?  

Adult Education / Summer Auditorium Class
Our summer auditorium class is titled “Spiritual Practices that 
Shape Our Faith.”  Each week, various members of Conejo 
Church share about disciplines of the faith that have shaped 
them in significant ways. This week, Christina Eng will lead the 
class exploring “The Spiritual Practice of Euglogy: Figuring Out 
Who God Has Called You To Be.” 

Many Mansions Volunteer Opportunity / July 17
Our neighbors at Many 
Mansions have asked 
the congregation to 
help them this coming 
Thursday, July 17. 
They need four to six 
volunteers to help by 

barbequing lunch (hamburgers and hotdogs) for their summer 
camp which will include around 100 children. Volunteers will 
be needed between 11:30 to 2:30.  Location will be Many 
Mansions’ Shadow Hills Apartments here in Thousand Oaks. If 
you are available to help be a belssing with our neighbors by 
grilling for a few hours on Thursday this week, please contact 
Stu Warford (stu.warford@gmail.com). 

Summer Joys at CVCC
With schools out, many of our members are free to travel, go 
to camps, participate in mission trips, and enjoy a different 
pace of life in the summer months. We hope that you will 
find and share encouragement among others as you travel to 
other parts of the country and world. To help us keep things 
running smoothly at Conejo, please inform the office (office@
conejochurch.org )  of the weeks that you will be available to 
help with details here—whether teaching, leading a prayer, 
reading scripture, sharing a communioon meditation, or 
serving communion. Thank you in advance for your help. 	

Welcome the Darby Family & Won By One Concert 
On Sunday, July 27, we will 
welcome Chandler Darby as our 
new youth minister. Please pray 
for Chandler and his family as he 
completes his work at Pepperdine 
University and prepares for 
ministry at Conejo. Please also pray 
for our teens and their families as 
they prepare to welcome Chandler, 
Yvonne, Luci, and Banks. 

That Sunday evening, Won by 
One, a six-member a capella 
performing group from 
Pepperdine University, will join 
us for the final concert of their 
summer tour.  Following the Won 
By One concert, everyone will 
be encouraged to stay for a time 
of finger foods, desserts, and 
fellowship. This will be a great 
opportunity to get to know the 
Darby family better.

Supplies for City of Children / July 20
This year’s VBS service project involved collecting items needed 
by the City of Children. The City of Children is an orphanage 
located in Ensenada, Mexico that cares for children and families 
in need. For the next two weeks, our church family is invited 
to participate by bringing in one or more of these items and 
placing them in the marked box in the foyer. Mark Davis plans 
to travel to the City of Children on the evening of July 20. Please 
continue to bring the supplies listed below to help the children 
there have the supplies that they are currently needing.

What’s Happening At Conejo
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Youth Ministry Bible Classes
Today the teens’ Bible class will be led by Mike Rivas. 

Summer Series / July 13
This evening, all members of 
the youth group are invited to 
meet at the Bairds’ home from 
5:30 to 7:30pm for the second 
Summer Series. Join us for dinner, 
conversation, time with friends, 
and devotional thoughts from Zoe 
Williamson. We will be looking at the 
book of Philemon and seeking to 
understand how we can put this text 
into practice in our lives!

Youth Group Beach Bonfire / July 15
During the summer, youth groups 
from Hilltop, Culver Palms, CVCC, and 
University Church come together for 
bonfiers at Docweiler Beach. Both 
middle scholers and high schoolers 
are invited to atttend the bonfires. 
This is a great way to meet new friends 
from other churches who have been 
or will be at the summer camps. The 
fun begins around 5pm and continues 
until about 9:30 or 10pm. For this 

event, we encourage that the CVYM parents pull together and 
create some ride share opportunities so that everyone who 
wants to go will be able to join in the fun.

Upcoming CVYM Events and CVYM Newsletter 
Please click CVYM Current Newsletter to see information for all 
upcoming events (including dates, times, locations, and costs). 
Here’s an “at a glance” listing of upcoming teen events:  
    •  July 15 	 Dockweiler Beach Bonfire 
    •  July 20-26	 King’s Kamp 
    •  August 5	 Dockweiler Beach Bonfire 
    •  August 17	 Back-to-School Blessing Sunday

Teen Camp 2025 “Encounter” 
The theme for this year’s Teen Camp 
was  “Encounter.” Throughout the 
week, the focus was on different 
encounters between Jesus and 
people throughout Luke’s gospel.

                        
         
          

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
What Our Kids Are Learning

During July, the big picture 
for the children’s ministry 
classes will center around: 
When we don’t know what 
to do, we can ask God and 
He will give us wisdom! The 
scripture focus for July will 
be James 1:5. 

Summer Volunteers Needed
We’re looking for 
volunteers to help with 
our summer Children’s 
Bible Classes and 
Children’s Worship! 
Teachers and teacher’s 
helpers are needed to 
guide and support our 
kids as they grow in 
faith during the summer 
months. Whether you can commit to one Sunday or several, 
your help makes a big difference. Please consider signing up to 
teach or assist at tinyurl.com/summerhelp25. 

King’s Kamp / July 20-26 
Join us from July 20-26 for King’s Kamp! Kamp is for students 
who will be entering 4th through 8th grades. Go to kingskamp.
org for more information and to sign up for an awesome 
week at Kamp. Please help us raise money for Kamp 
through different sponsorship opportunities at tinyurl.com/
sponsorkamp.

Kindergarten Blessing / August 17
On August 17, we will have a 
very special time of blessing for 
our students who are entering 
kindergarten this year. This will take 
place after our Sunday morning 
worship service. Lunch will be 
provided, so as the day draws nearer, 
we will need to have a head count of 
who will be staying so that there will 
be food for everyone present.		

C
V Y M  P R E S E N T S  

SUMMER
S E R I E S

SUNDAY

JUNE 29

5:30-7:30 

DARINGER HOME

SPEAKER: ZOE WILLIAMSON

SUNDAY

JULY 13

5:30-7:30

BAIRD HOME

DINNER PROVIDED
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http://kingskamp.org
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Attendance
+ Giving

July 6 Giving  $12,629  

 Weekly Giving Average $12,889

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,690,777

PRAISES
New Members – Jonathan 
Pearce; Arlene Leedy
Pregnancies: Jordan Cho 
(August), Brian and Molly Sanders 
(October), Jenna Jolly (November)
Baptisms: Calleigh Hunnicutt, 
Gwen Hunnicutt, Brandon 
Starkey, Cash Landis, Sky Landis
Summer Intern: Zoe Williamson
Hiring of new Youth Minister

THOSE GRIEVING
Tami Williamson – loss of father, 
Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, 
Sherry Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis
Chris Heard – loss of mother, 
Linda Heard

FIGHTING CANCER
Marilyn Aurand – cancer has 
returned; recovering from 
broken ribs following recent fall; 
physically and mentally battle-
weary
David Malinowsky (brother 

of Jeanette Starkey) – stage IV 
pancreatic cancer 
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) 
– multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jeff Emery (brother-in-law of Chris 
Heard) – upcoming quadruple 
bypass surgery 
Peggy Carter (grandmother of 
Christina Eng) – recent surgery 
removing infectedgallbladder; 
complications due to atrial 
fibrillation and congestive heart 
failure
Brittany Joyner – safety, stamina, 
opportunities to encourage those 
around her on the castle-building 
team in France
Sarah Lovett (niece of Rene 
Heard) – recovering from recent 
surgery
Brian and Molly Sanders (son 
and daughter-in-law of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – twins due in 
October!
Shirley Pacifici (mother of 
Charee Landis) – ongoing heart 
issues
Susan Pratt – recovering from 
knee replacement surgery
Brandon Starkey – recovering 
from recent back surgery

Sharon Gatchell (mother of 
Sheryl Sanders) – help and 
discernment in finding a caregiver 
who is a good match for Sharon
Patricia “Gamma” Foster 
(grandmother of Noel Tomlinson) 
– prayers for peace and comfort 
while she’s in a memory care unit 
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye) 
– recovering from double-lung 
transplant
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for the world in 
turbulent times
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie 
Douglas) – severely burned
Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) 
– dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 

mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested 
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond
David and Danna Willis and 
family (brother of Tim Willis) – 
mission work in Samoa

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

July 6 Attendance                 

On-Site Service 125

Online Viewing    42

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

	       Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard	
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
rene.heard@conejochurch.org

Amber Johnson
Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell
amberjohnson02@gmail.com

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell
andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Zoe Williamson
Preaching & Ministry Intern
(732) 858-4735 cell
zwilliamson@harding.edu


