
Today 
9:00am	 Fall Kickoff Breakfast

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

5:30pm	 CVYM Devo In the Park

Upcoming Events 
Sept 12	 CVWM Dinner at CVCC

Sept 14	 CVYM Family Potluck / Parent 
Meeting

Sept 18	 Open Playground

Sept 21	 All-Sing and Ice Cream

Sept 27	 Potluck and Singing

Oct 12	 CVYM Mission Trip Fundraiser 

Upcoming Birthdays
Freya McAfee	 	 9/6

Harriet Overton	 	 9/8

Everly Van Atta	 	 9/9

Shannon Latson	 	 9/11

September 7, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Words of Life
Andy Wall 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So 
Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 

whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.”  –John 6:66-68

An old saying, credited to various sources, goes, “People don’t have ideas. Ideas have 
people.” At first blush, this may sound illogical. Ideas aren’t even alive; how can they “have” 
people? But the deeper notion here is that ideas have the power to influence, to shape 
people’s behavior, and to guide human actions. If you’ve ever seen someone behave 
in “irrational” ways, my intuition is that if you dig deep enough, you’ll find that there’s a 
powerful idea influencing their behavior. 

Another way to say this is that “Ideas have consequences.” If you believe that “might makes 
right” you behave very differently than if you believe in “loving your enemies.” If you believe 
that enslaving others is horribly wrong, you will end up with a very different world than if 
you believe that some people can be bought or sold. 

In the quote above from John 6, Jesus reached a juncture in his teaching ministry in which 
many of his disciples turned away from following him. Jesus then had a frank conversation 
with his inner circle about their intentions. Peter replied with a powerful confession: “Lord, 
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.” Peter went on to say, “We have 
come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” This understanding of Jesus 
would eventually lead Peter and most of the other disciples to follow Jesus even to their 
deaths. The world would never be the same. Ideas truly do have consequences!  

The New Testament is a compelling, divinely inspired collection of writings filled 
with ideas that have captivated the human imagination and animated Christian 
movements for 2000 years. Our fall sermon series will focus on significant 
words that show up throughout Scripture but that carry special meaning in 
the writings of the New Testament. These words are freighted with ideas that 
have shaped world history: “Life.” “Good News.” “Forgiveness.” “Righteousness.” 
“Faith.” “Grace.” “The Cross.” “Fellowship.” “Hope.” “Peace.” “Salvation.” “Love.” 
“Witness.” And more! 

This fall, our tour of these foundational New Testament ideas will certainly enrich our 
appreciation of the Christian faith. But the endgame is that these ideas will help us to live 
well in the real world, to be formed into the kind of people whose lives tangibly reflect the 
goodness, truth, and beauty of our Lord and Savior. 



Welcome to our Guests!
Whether you are new to the area or have just chosen to visit 
with us today, we feel blessed and thankful for the opportunity 
to spend the morning sharing life and worshiping God with you.

Please fill out a welcome card (from beneath the chair in front 
of you) with your name and at least your email address. Then, 
drop it into the offering tray as these are passed or into the 
wooden box marked “offering” in the foyer. Having your email 
enables us to share about upcoming church events. Thank you 
for sharing your day with us!

Fall Sermon Series: Words of Life

Throughout the story of Scripture, God is declared to be 
the author of life. God speaks the cosmos into existence, 
breathes the breath of life into the first humans, calls his 
people Israel into covenant life, and gives his instructions 
(Torah) to guide life. 

In John’s gospel, Jesus is presented as bringing new life. 
“In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.” 
“Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will 
have the light of life.” “I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly.”  Jesus invites us into a substantive, 
joyful, fruitful, connected, self-giving, abundant, and 
ultimately eternal kind of living rooted in the power and 
quality of his own life.

Fall Auditorium Class
Next Sunday, we’ll launch our fall class titled “Welcoming 
Strangers: The Biblical Practice of Hospitality,” which will 
explore hospitality as a major theme in Scripture. Scripture tells 
the story of the God who created us and wants to welcome 
all peoples into his family through Jesus Christ. Christian 
hospitality, then, is a reflection of God’s character in the life of 
each believer and in the Church, and is a visible outworking of 
the greatest commands: to love God and to love our neighbor.  
Come and participate as we explore this theme throughout 
Scripture. 

CVWM Dinner / September 12
Women of all ages are invited and 
encouraged to meet together at 
the CVCC building for the Conejo 
Valley Women’s Ministry on Friday, 
September 12, from 6-7:30pm at 
the CVCC building. Dinner will be 
provided by Wood Ranch, so ask 
that you RSVP through this link or 
through the QR 

code to the right by Tuesday, September 9. 
Two ladies who recently placed membership 
at CVCC, Arlene Leedy and Yvonne Darby, 
will share their stories with us. Hope that 
you can join us for a great evening of 
deepening friendships.

Welcome to Conejo
We are delighted to welcome Kelly and Charlotte Collins to the 
Conejo Church! We look forward to sharing in ministry and 
community with you. Our prayer is that you will be blessed by 
your association with this church family and that you will be 
encouraged to grow in faith, love, and service to others. Contact 
information for Kelly : 

(805) 206-1332    •     kmcafeecollins@gmail.com 
664 Cartpath Pl., Simi Valley, CA 93065

Fall Small Groups
Our small group program is launching over the next several 
weeks. These groups meet for a variety of purposes including 
prayer, Bible study, fellowship, service, mentoring, and 
outreach. Some groups include children, some are for teens, 
some are for adults, and some include all generations. Please 
click Fall 2025 Small Groups for a detailed listing.

Weekly 
Devos in the Park       	 Sundays, 5:30pm 
Guys’ Group          	 Mondays, 6pm 
Women’s Bible Study         	Mondays, 7pm 
Flourishing Families        	 Wednesdays, 6:15pm 
Reynolds’ Life Group        	 Wednesdays, 6:45pm 
Conejo Tutoring            	 Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Fosters’ Life Group        	 Thursdays, 7pm 
Guys’ Golf Group    	 Saturdays, early mornings 
CVYM Event Calendar	 Support teens at their events

Monthly, Quarterly, and TBD 
Fifth Commandment        	4th Tuesday, 7pm 
Open Playground        	 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 9am 
CVWM Table Talk        	 Quarterly Fridays, 6pm (begins 9/12) 
Hiking Ministry    		 TBD Saturdays (begins 10/4) 
Potluck and Singing	 TBD Saturdays (begins 9/27) 
Anchor Group            	 2-3x/academic year (begins 10/26)
Flourish Group            	 2-3x/academic year (begins 10/26)
Crafty Women	 	 Monthly Saturdays or Sundays

East Coast Swing Class / September 14
Shannon and Jim Latson are teaching a free beginner’s level 
East Coast Swing Class on Sunday, September 14 from 2:30-
4pm. The class will be taught at their home. Participation 
is limited to six couples, so RSVPs are needed. Please text 
Shannon at (818) 489-1156 if you are interested in participating.

Conejo Academy Sc

What’s Happening At Conejo

Back to School 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-58398593-cvwm
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL2.pdf


Youth Ministry Bible Classes
Last week, in reference to the building project taking place at 
CVCC, we explored what it means to build our lives on the firm 
foundation of faith in Jesus. What does it mean to not merely 
“hear” the words and teachings of Jesus, but to “do” them and 
embody them in our everyday lives? Join us next week as we 
introduce our new Bible class curriculum for the fall/spring! 

Sunday Evenings for CVYM / Today
This evening, teens are 
invited to meet at Paige 
Lane Park for their 
weekly Devo at the 
Park gathering. Bring 
your own dinner (or eat 
at home) and be ready 
for an epic game of kickball before our devo time this evening.

Pepperdine Worship Summit / September 13
Based on the response received from CVYM Families (i.e., the 
significant lack of availability for CVYM teens to attend a retreat 
on 9/26-9/28), the Pismo Retreat will be cancelled this fall and 
focus will be placed on upcoming events that will capture more 
of the CVYM group. On that note, the Pepperdine Worship 
Summit is happening on Saturday, September 13. Chandler 
plans to attend that event and coordinate with as many CVYM 
teens that are interested and available to attend. 

Family Potluck / September 14 
On Sunday, September 14, there will be a Youth Ministry Family 
Potluck immediately following the morning worship service. 
This will be a time for parents, teens, and leadership to share 
a meal and work through details involving calendar items, 
events, classes, summer mission trip, and service projects for 
the coming months. Please, plan to be present to be part of 
the discussion and planning. Besides discussing the upcoming 
events for our youth ministry, we will need parents to fill out 
various forms for the new school year for each teen in youth 
ministry. Come, share a meal, get to know more about the 
direction of CVYM for the coming months, deepen friendships 
and relationships with other teen families, and get to know 
the Darby family better. We’re looking forward to a wonderful 
2025-2026 school year together! 

Upcoming CVYM Events  
As we gear up for fall, there will be many opportunities to 
get together to support and encourage one another, share in 
studies and devos together, and share in service projects for 
others in the community. Below are a few of the dates currently 
on the church calendar for CVYM. Parents and teens, please 
share your extra-curricular activity schedules with Kari Odenath 
(kariwhit@gmail.com) for the CVYM Events Calendar.  
    •  September 13	 Pepperdine Worship Summit 
    •  September 14	 CVYM Parents’ Meeting 
    •  October 12	 	 Mission Trip Fundraiser

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
What Our Kids Are Learning

During August, the big 
picture for the children’s 
ministry classes centered 
around: God is always 
there to help us and keep 
us safe, no matter what 
happens! The scripture 
focus for August was 
Psalm 46:1. We’re looking 

forward to a wonderful fall season of learning and growing 
together both in Bible classes and in worship. We look forward 
to seeing you at 9am weekly!

Snake Safety Training / September 14
Help keep the 
playground safe for our 
kids. Become a member 
of our Snake Safety 
Patrol! All members are 
welcome to serve our 
Children’s Ministry in 
this way. Training will be 
held on the playground 
at 9am on Sunday, 
September 14. 

“Open Playground!”  / Begins September 18
On the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
each month, from 9 -10:30am, 
the CVCM Playground will be 
open! Parents, grandparents, 
and kids are welcome to come, 
play, and fellowship. Bring 
your coffee and snacks. This 
would also be a great time to 
bring a friend. We want all of 
our children to feel at home 
at their church. Questions: 
Contact Amber Johnson at (310) 
463-3252 or amber.johnson@
conejochurch.org.

Fall Festival 2025 / September 21
WE NEED YOU! Join us 
right after church on 
Sunday, September 21 to 
begin planning our Fall 
Festival. Pack your lunch 
or bring $5 per person to 
share in some Sharky’s 
tacos. Everyone works 
better on a full stomach!  

Help keep our children safe! 

9:00am on playground! 

http://Pepperdine Worship Summit 
http://Pepperdine Worship Summit 
mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Events%20Calendar%20Information
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=Open%20Playground
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=Open%20Playground


Attendance
+ Giving

August 31 Giving  $15,400

 Weekly Giving Average $13,216

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,691,786

PRAISES
New Members – Kelly  and 
Charlotte Collins, Chandler, 
Yvonne, Luci, Banks Darby; 
Jonathan Pearce; Arlene Leedy
Pregnancies: Brian and Molly 
Sanders (October), Michael and 
Jenna Jolly (November), Arthur 
and Lindsey Sanders (February)
Births: Birth of Jackson Reilly iahn 
Cho born to Phil and Jordan Cho 
on August 13
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake 
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt, 
Gwen Hunnicutt
Hiring and ordination of 
Chandler Darby, our new Youth 
Minister

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt – loss of 
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt
Chris Heard – loss of parents, 
Robert and Linda Heard
Tami Williamson – loss of father, 
Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, 
Sherry Horner 

Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis

FIGHTING CANCER
Harriet Overton – recently 
diagnosed with leukemia; 
undergoing chemotherapy
Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of 
Joe Cocke) – recently diagnosed 
with renal cell carcinoma
Cheryl Argano – recently 
diagnosed with breast cancer
Marilyn Aurand – cancer has 
returned; physically and mentally 
battle-weary
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) 
– multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Steve Foster (father of Amber 
Johnson)  – recovering from hip 
surgery
David and Danna Willis (brother 
of Tim Willis) – as they adjust to 
life in the US after 20 years of 
mission work in Samoa
Jeff Emery (brother-in-law of 
Chris Heard) – recovering from 
recent triple bypass surgery 
Peggy Carter (grandmother of 
Christina Eng) – dealing with some 
limitations due to atrial fibrillation 
and congestive heart failure

Brittany Joyner – safety, stamina, 
opportunities to encourage those 
around her on the castle-building 
team in France
Brian and Molly Sanders (son 
and daughter-in-law of Ed and 
Sheryl Sanders) – twins due in 
October!
Shirley Pacifici (mother of 
Charee Landis) – ongoing heart 
issues; is scheduled for heart 
valve repair on 9/10
Patricia “Gamma” Foster 
(grandmother of Noel Tomlinson) 
– prayers for peace and comfort 
while she’s in a memory care unit 
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Diane Owen (friend of Seth Haye) 
– recovering from double-lung 
transplant
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for the world in 
turbulent times
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Calvin Hill (friend of Haylie 
Douglas) – severely burned
Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) 
– dealing with memory loss issues

Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested 
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

August 31 Attendance                 

On-Site Service 108

Online Viewing   39
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