September 21, 2025

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we

worship together.

Tod

9:00am
10:00am

10:15am

12:15pm
5:30pm

Bible Classes for All Ages

Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

On-Site and Virtual Worship
Service via YouTube

Fall Festival Planning Meeting
All-Sing and Ice Cream

Wpcewing Everls

Sept 22
Sept 22
Sept 24
Sept 24
Sept 25
Sept 27
Sept 27
Sept 28
Sept 28

Sept 28
Oct 2
Oct 4
Oct5

Oct 12

Monday Guys' Group
Women's Bible Study
Flourishing Families
Reynolds' Life Group
Fosters' Life Group

Guys' Golf Outing

Potluck and Singing

CM Adult Volunteer Training

Daniel Napier Guest
Preaching

Health Care Team Meeting
Open Playground
Hiking Ministry

Bring-A-Friend Day Habit
Truck Lunch

CVYM Mission Trip Fundraiser

(Open Mic Night)

Upcowing Binthdays

Taylor Wooton 9/21
Joy Zola 9/21
Bill Foster 9/22
Darlene Rivas 9/22
Daphne Green 9/24
Charlotte Collins 9/26
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Forgiveness School
Andy Wall

“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
— Matthew 6:14-15

An old Egyptian story tells how in a Coptic monastery, a
prideful young monk felt he deserved more dates from
the palm trees than his companions. When the abbot
gave him fewer, he grew resentful and decided to leave
the monastery. As he walked, he saw a vision of Jesus
with the crown of thorns and heard him say, “If | can
forgive those who put me on this cross, can you not
forgive a perceived snub over some dates?” The monk,
humbled, returned, and asked for forgiveness from the
abbot and his fellow monks. He spent the rest of his life
tending to the palm trees, a constant reminder of the |
hard-won lesson of forgiveness.

Forgiveness is one of the most difficult virtues that we humans attempt to practice. If
showing simple kindness is an elementary level virtue and being a trustworthy friend is
an intermediate virtue, forgiving others is an advanced virtue. Yet without the practice of
forgiveness, I'm not sure how we can sustain relationships or foster lasting communities.
Small wonder that author Annie Lamott observed that “Earth is forgiveness school.”

To be clear, forgiveness is not about excusing someone’s hurtful actions.
Forgiveness is about releasing the burden of resentment and anger from

our own hearts, rather than remaining forever captive to anger, hatred, and
bitterness. Forgiveness is a choice we make to let go of the pain so that we can
move toward healing, wholeness, and, if possible, even reconciliation.

While the church is meant to be a community of grace, it is filled with imperfect people.
In fact, the church is the one community whose entrance requirement includes the
confession that we are sinful and in need of a Savior. In other words, we will inevitably
disappoint or hurt each other. In Ephesians 4:32, Paul taught Christians to “Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
Our ability to forgive is rooted in the transformative forgiveness we've received through
Jesus. When we practice forgiveness, we testify to the very grace that has changed us.

Forgiveness is perhaps most difficult to practice within families. Living in such close
proximity, family members inevitably say or do hurtful things. Jesus’' parable of the
unmerciful servant in Matthew 18 tells the story of a servant who was forgiven a massive
debt but refused to forgive a much smaller one. This parable highlights the hypocrisy of
receiving God's grace but refusing to show mercy to those who've wronged us. Choosing
to forgive a family member doesn’t erase the past, but it frees us from being chained to
it, opening the door to a new, healthier relationship. May God bless us as we practice
forgiveness and grow in the grace of Christlikeness.
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The theme of forgiveness figures prominently throughout
Scripture, which makes sense given how seriously its writers
take the concept of sin. However, some have tended to view
sin as a transgression of divine law, leading to a view of God
as tallying our infractions in some mechanical or legalistic
way. In Scripture, however, forgiveness of sins happens in
the context of a personal relationship with God.

In the New Testament, Luke highlights the theme of
forgiveness more than any gospel writer. Luke teaches us
to associate forgiveness not with just releasing a debt but
with reconciliation, because for Luke it is all about healing
the relationship. For our covenant-making God, forgiveness
is not so much about “letting go of sin” as it is about “not
letting go of the sinner.”

Fall Auditorium Class

This Sunday, in our fall class titled “Welcoming Strangers: The
Biblical Practice of Hospitality,” we will explore hospitality as
a major theme in Scripture. Scripture tells the story of the
God who created us and wants to welcome all peoples into
his family through Jesus Christ. Christian hospitality, then,

is a reflection of God's character in the life of each believer
and in the Church, and is a visible outworking of the greatest
commands: to love God and to love our neighbor. Tim Willis
will be teaching on “Hospitality as a Biblical Virtue and Cultural
Value (Part 2)" in this Sunday’s class.

All Sing and Ice Cream / Today 5:30pm

“ If you love singing praises to God and
sharing ice cream on a warm evening,
join us this Sunday evening at 5:30pm for
our annual All Sing and Ice Cream event.
.../ . If you're able, please bring a batch of
your favorite homemade ice cream (store
bought ice cream works too!). Come for
the heart-felt praises and harmonies, stay
for the delicious dessert and fellowship.

Health Care Team Ministry

The Health Care Team is a new opportunity for members of
our congregation who are interested in promoting the health of
the “whole” person to work together. We are looking for people
with backgrounds in nursing, social work, health professions,
as well as anyone who has a gift and desire to serve with the
goal to promote the health of the congregation to be part

of the team. Opportunities such as providing education for
health-related areas (physical and mental), support groups,
information about community resources, health screenings,
and one-on-one support in various ways may be offered.
Contact Suzanne Scarberry at spscarberry@gmail.com if you
are interested and please make plans to join the meeting on
Sunday, September 28 immediately following church service.

Welcome to Conejo

We are delighted to welcome Ben Miller and Rachel Miner to
the Conejo Church! We look forward to sharing in ministry and
community with you. Our prayer is that you will be blessed by
your association with this church family and that you will be
encouraged to grow in faith, love, and service to others. Contact
information for Rachel and Ben:

Rachel: rachelminer57@icloud.com * (918) 859-3440
Ben: benmiller10824@gmail.com

Friend Day / An Invitation to Connect

Make plans to participate in our Friend Day on Sunday,
October 5. This is a wonderful opportunity to extend a personal
invitation to a friend, neighbor, or family member to join us for
our 10:15am service. Think of someone you've been wanting

to share your faith journey with, or a friend you haven't seen

at church in a while, or simply someone you'd like to introduce
to our welcoming church family. After the service, we'll enjoy a
delicious lunch together served by the Habit Truck.

If you've been visiting with us over the past few weeks or
months, we would love for you to stay, enjoy a free lunch,
and let us get to know one another better. Friend Day will
be a chance to build bridges and share the love of Christin a
tangible way. Bring a friend! Make a friend!

Fall Small Groups

- Our small group program is launching over
the next several weeks. These groups meet
for a variety of purposes including prayer,
Bible study, fellowship, service, mentoring,
and outreach. Some groups include
children, some are for teens, some are for
adults, and some include all generations.
Please click Fall 2025 Small Groups for a detailed listing.

Let Me Serve Forms

We recently shared the 2025 Let Me Serve
Forms. Please, if you have not already done
so, fill out this form for us. You may take
and mark the golden-orange colored paper
copies on the entry table and leave the
completed copy in the LMS basket, or you
may access the digital form either through
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the QR code to the right or by clicking 2025 Let Me Serve Form.
Thank you for helping us know how you feel most equipped to
serve and participate with this church family.

Back To School Drive for Conejo Academy

Church, thank you for responding generously to the call for
school supplies for the Conejo Academy (our neighborhood
elementary school). This Sunday, September 21, will be our
final day to collect supplies requested as most needed by the
teachers for this semester.

*CRAYOLA Colored Pencils (12 ct, 24 ct, or class pack)
*Student Scissors *Baby Wipes
*Copy Paper (White and Colored) *Glue Sticks
*Ziplock Bags (All Sizes) *Disinfecting Wipes


mailto:spscarberry%40gmail.com?subject=Health%20Care%20Team%20Ministry
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL2.pdf
https://forms.gle/Qcn83kDhCzPcQpQq9
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Youth Ministry Bible Classes

This week, we begin our fall curriculum by further exploring
questions regarding the nature of the Scriptures: What

is the Bible? How have Christians understood it to be the
authoritative Word of God and what place should it have in the
daily lives of Jesus followers?

Sunday Evenings for CV'YM / Today at 5:30pm
This evening, teens will meet at the building for the end-of-
summer All Sing and Ice Cream time of worship and fellowship.

Upcoming CVYM Events

As we gear up for fall, there will be many opportunities to
get together to support and encourage one another, share
in studies and devos, and share in service projects for others
in the community. Below are a few of the dates currently on
the church calendar. Also, parents and teens, please share
your extra-curricular activity schedules with Kari Odenath
(kariwhit@gmail.com) for the CVYM Events Calendar.

* Sept. 27 Potluck and Singing

+ Oct. 12 Teen Volunteer Training for CVCM

* Oct. 12 Mission Trip Fundraiser (Open Mic Night)
+ Oct. 25 Fall Festival

+ Oct. 26 Anchor / Flourish

Family Potluck

Last week, the families of the CVYM gathered for our first
parent meeting of the year. After a lunch filled with fried

chicken, pizza, and tacos, the CVYM parents were primed for

a vision-setting meeting regarding the fall/spring Bible class

& Devotional curriculums, year-at-a-glance events, and a new
Conejo Valley Youth handbook. If you weren't able to make the
meeting and would like access to any of these details, feel free
to reach out to Chandler (contact info on page 4 of FN).

CVYM Fundraiser for Mission 2026
Join us for “Open Mic Night” at Cafe Conejo
Youth for our first Mission Trip Fundraiser
event on Sunday, October 12 at 5:30pm!

We will gather at the church for a showcasing

of a variety of talents while enjoying pastries,

cafe-themed food, and drinks from a full espresso cart (hot
chocolates and milk steamers for the non-coffee drinkers!) Are
you interested in performing at the “Open Mic?” RSVP using the
QR code below and submit your act/talent! Anything from a
capella, poetry readings, and stand-up comedy is welcome!

Come out and support our teens as they raise funds for the
2026 Mexico Mission Trip!

Teen Volunteer Training / October 12

Amber Johnson will be leading a volunteer training for the
teens during the first part of the CVYM Bible class on October
12. If you are a teen interested in helping out in the Children’s
Ministry, don't miss this opportunity to be trained up and ready
to volunteer with the CVCM!

Childrens Winistuy

What Our Kids Are Learning

During September, the big picture for the children’s ministry
classes centered around:
Learning to love like Jesus.

We're looking forward to

a wonderful fall season

of learning and growing
together both in Bible
classes and in worship. We
look forward to seeing you
at 9am weekly!

"“Open Playground!” / October 2

On the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month, from 9-10:30am,
the CVCM Playground will be open! Parents, grandparents,

and kids are welcome to come, play, and fellowship. Bring

your coffee and snacks. This
would also be a great time to
bring a friend. We want all of
our children to feel at home
at their church. Questions:
Contact Amber Johnson at
(310) 463-3252 or amber.
johnson@conejochurch.org.

Open Playground
The 1* and 3" Thursday of every month!
9:00-10:30am
Play and fellowship! New friends welcome!

Concjo Valley
Ehureh of Christ

Fall Festival Planning Meeting / September 21

WE NEED YOU! Join us right after church on Sunday, September
21 to begin planning our Fall Festival. Pack your lunch or bring
$5 per person to share in some Sharky's tacos. Everyone works
better on a full stomach!

Fall Festival / October 25
Save the Date for our

Fall Festival on Saturday,
October 25. We will have
games, prizes, food

and a costume parade.
Invite your friends and
neighbors! Scan the QR
code to sign up to join the
planning team. Many hands make light work! All members are
welcome to join!

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
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SAVE THE DATE!
SIGN UP HERE TO HELP PLAN!

Volunteer Training / September 28, 9am

If you are an adult planning to help out in our Children’s
Ministry in ANY way, please join us during Bible Class on
September 28 for training! | will share some information on
our curriculum, safety protocols, and ensure everyone feels
comfortable with our spaces.


mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Events%20Calendar%20Information
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=Open%20Playground
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=Open%20Playground

PRAISES

New Members - Ben and Rachel
Miller; Kelly and Charlotte Collins;
Chandler, Yvonne, Luci, Banks
Darby

Pregnancies: Michael and Jenna
Jolly (November), Arthur and
Lindsey Sanders (February)

Births: Kevin Norbert Joseph
Sanders, and Charles Michael
Joseph Sanders born to Brian
and Molly Sanders (grandsons
of Ed and Sheryl Sanders) on
September 8

Jackson Reilly lahn Cho born to
Phil and Jordan Cho on August 13
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt,
Gwen Hunnicutt

Hiring and ordination of Amber
Johnson, our interim Children’s
Minister

Brittany Joyner - safe return
from extended work in France

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt - loss of
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt

Chris Heard - loss of parents,
Robert and Linda Heard

Tami Williamson - loss of father,
Tom Bonner

Eliza Erickson - loss of infant
nephew, Shepherd Wright

Bonnie Rockey - loss of
grandfather, Donald Skipper

Arlene Leedy - loss of husband,
Bill Leedy

Javon Johnson - |oss of sister,
LaShaunia Pross
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Matt Joyner - loss of
grandmother, Joyce Joyner

Tony Baird - loss of father, David
Baird

Char Hurley - loss of sister,
Sherry Horner

Jan Willis - loss of sister-in-law,
Rosemary Davis

FIGHTING CANCER

Harriet Overton - recently
diagnosed with leukemia;
undergoing chemotherapy

Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of
Joe Cocke) - recently diagnosed
with renal cell carcinoma

Cheryl Argano - recovering from
recent surgery for breast cancer
Marilyn Aurand - cancer has
returned; physically and mentally
battle-weary

Becky Russell (grandmother of
Haylie Douglas) - breast cancer

Maria Baake - breast cancer

David Green - biomarker tests
every other month yielding
positive results

Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - cancer has returned

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders)
- multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS

Greg Parker (brother-in-law of
Sheryl Sanders) - being treated by
antibiotics for sepsis from burst
appendix

Josh, Aryn, and Hayden
Grabowski (nephew-in-law, great
niece [age 5] and great nephew
[age 3] of Tammy Ditmore) -

recovering from injuries received
in car accident in Texas

Steve Foster (father of Amber
Johnson) - recovering from
recent hip surgery

David and Danna Willis (brother
of Tim Willis) - as they adjust to
life in the US after 20 years of
mission work in Samoa

Peggy Carter (grandmother of
Christina Eng) - dealing with some
limitations due to atrial fibrillation
and congestive heart failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of
Charee Landis) - recovering from
heart valve repair on 9/10

Eliza Erickson - problems with
thyroid function

Carol Overton (mother of Daniel
Overton) - recovering at home
from effects of a brain infection

Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) -
rare and aggressive autoimmune
disease, ANCA-Associated
Vasculitis

Elizabeth Cowan (mother of
Christian Socquet) - memory
issues, difficulty understanding
medical care

Peace and safety for the world in
turbulent times

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley)
- dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE

Javon Johnson - serving as
chaplain at Naval Air Station
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

September 14 Attendance September 14 Giving $5,297

On-Site Service
Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Chandler Darby

Youth Minister
(770) 654-5262

chandler.darby@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell

rene.heard@conejochurch.org

177 Weekly Giving Average $12,975
59 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,692,754
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Amber Johnson Andy Wall

Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell

amber.johnson@conejochurch.org

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell

andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



