
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube, Daniel 
Napier guest preaching

12:15pm	 Health Care Team Meeting

5:30pm	 CVYM Devo in the Park

Upcoming Events 
Sept 29	 Monday Guys’ Group

Sept 29	 Women’s Bible Study

Sept 30	 Fifth Commandment Group

Oct 1	 Flourishing Families 

Oct 1	 Reynolds’ Life Group

Oct 2	 Open Playground 

Oct 2	 Fosters’ Life Group

Oct 4	 Guys’ Golf Outing

Oct 4	 Hiking MInistry

Oct 5	 Bring-A-Friend Day Habit 
Truck Lunch

Oct 12	 CVYM Mission Trip Fundraiser  
(Open Mic Night)

Upcoming Birthdays
Bob Pratt			   9/29

Sandy Stivers		  10/2

Rosie Patenaude		  10/3

Christina Eng	  	 10/4

Nico Heard  		  10/5

September 28, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

You Can’t Have it All
Editor’s Note: Though Houston area minister Bill Love has passed away, his reflections 
here remind us of Jesus’ insight that try though we might, we really cannot successfully 
serve two masters.]

“No one can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”  

– Jesus, Matthew 6:24

Not even the son of God could have it all.  When it came down to it in Gethsemane, he 
would either go to the cross or he wouldn’t.  He would either yield to his Father’s will or 
insist on his deepest needs for survival.  It wasn’t just that he couldn’t have it all, he couldn’t 
have two supreme joys in his life.  He is our pioneer “who for the sake of the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the 
right hand of the throne of God.”

God has given us so much in which to find joy: life, strength, family, friends, work, earning 
power, creativity, challenge, the faith community–the list goes on.  He wants us to have full, 
meaningful lives. Like any good parent, he wants us to be all we can be, to enjoy life to the 
fullest.  But he tells us the paradox: we cannot have it all, we will not find life trying to serve 
two supreme joys.  We will be torn apart if we try. 

An old Broadway show-tune says, “I want it all.”  Many of us Christians see the greed in 
that.  We would say with some pride: “Not me, I have narrowed it down to a very short list.”  
But Jesus tells us we cannot serve two masters; we cannot love God most of all and money 
most of all.  Or God and knowledge, God and control of others, God and a loved one, God 
and family, God and prestige, God and pleasure, God and country, God and doing good, 
or God and the reputation for spirituality.  The key to life looks like none other on our key 
rings.  He made it when he made us.  Because he loves us he tells us: “You can’t have it all, 
or even two supreme joys.”



Guest Preacher: Daniel Napier

We are pleased to welcome Daniel Napier, whom we 
support as a missionary in Thessaloniki, Greece, as our 
guest preacher this Sunday. Daniel directs and serves 
at Andrew’s Corner which is a library, café, and spiritual 
resource center in the heart of Thessaloniki. He teaches, 
mentors, and leads seminars and retreats throughout 
Europe. Since 2018, Daniel and his wife, Karly, have lived 
and served in Thessaloniki. After five years immersed in 
mission among the Middle Eastern refugees, they have 
pivoted to develop East European disciples. They run an 
apprenticeship program through which they introduce 
people to Jesus’ Way, curate a theological and philosophical 
library of more than 30,000 volumes, and take everyday 
opportunities to introduce people to Jesus.

Daniel’s sermon today is titled “All In: Contract-free 
Collaboration” based upon Matthew 19:27-20:16. The 
sermon will explore how differing motives for collaboration 
with God produce very different experiences of co-working 
with God and different personal perceptions of God’s 
character. Paradoxically, we often end up much better cared 
for when we seek first God’s kingdom in simple trust than 
when we try to bargain for specific outcomes. 

Fall Auditorium Class
This Sunday, in our fall class titled “Welcoming Strangers: The 
Biblical Practice of Hospitality,” we will explore hospitality as a 
major theme in Scripture. Scripture tells the story of God who 
created us and wants to welcome all peoples into his family 
through Jesus Christ. Christian hospitality, then, is a reflection 
of God’s character in the life of each believer and in the Church, 
and is a visible outworking of the greatest commands: to love 
God and to love our neighbor.  Tim Willis will be teaching 
this Sunday’s class on how God’s people legislated and 
institutionalized practices of hospitality in the Torah.  

Health Care Team Ministry / Meeting Today
The Health Care Team is a new opportunity for members of 
our congregation who are interested in promoting the health of 
the “whole” person to work together. People with backgrounds 
in nursing, social work, or other health professions, as well 
as anyone who desires to serve with the goal to promote the 
health of the congregation is invited to be part of the team. 
Contact Suzanne Scarberry at spscarberry@gmail.com if you 
are interested, and please plan to join the meeting this Sunday, 
September 28, immediately following church service. 

Fifth Commandment Group / September 30
The fifth commandment tells us to “Honor your father and 
mother.” How do we do that in our adult lives as our parents 
age, face health challenges, and often live far away? The group 
will meet on Tuesday, September 30, at 7pm. We share our 
current challenges and concerns regarding our aging parents 
and spend time praying for wisdom, direction, and comfort 

for those we love. A link to the Zoom Meeting will be sent 
out via email on Tuesday afternoon. Please contact office@
conejochurch.org if you want to receive the link.

Friend Day: An Invitation to Connect / October 5
Make plans to participate in our 
Friend Day on Sunday, October 5. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to 
extend a personal invitation to a 
friend, neighbor, or family member to 
join us for our 10:15am service. Think 
of someone you’ve been wanting to 
share your faith journey with, or a 
friend you haven’t seen at church in 
a while, or simply someone you’d like 
to introduce to our welcoming church 
family. After the service, we’ll enjoy a 

delicious lunch together served by the Habit Truck. 

If you’ve been visiting with us over the past few weeks or 
months, we would love for you to stay, enjoy a free lunch, 
and let us get to know one another better. Friend Day will 
be a chance to build bridges and share the love of Christ in a 
tangible way. Bring a friend! Make a friend!

Guys Yosemite Trip / October 15-19
If you’re a guy who loves to get out in nature, 
go on epic hikes, drink coffee and have 
deep conversations with brothers, we still 
have a few spots left for our annual Guys 
Yosemite Trip, taking place Wednesday 
through Sunday, October 15-19. Contact 
Doug Hurley soon for more information at 
douglashurley2909@gmail.com. 

Fall Small Groups
Our fall small group program has launched! 
These groups meet for a variety of purposes 
including prayer, Bible study, fellowship, service, 
mentoring, and outreach. Some groups include 
children, some are for teens, some are for adults, 
and some include all generations. Please click Fall 2025 Small 
Groups for a detailed listing. 

Let Me Serve Forms
We recently shared the 2025 Let Me Serve Forms. 
Please, if you have not already done so, fill out 
this form for us. You may take and mark the 
golden-orange colored paper copies on the entry 
table and leave the completed copy in the LMS 

basket, or you may access the digital form either through the 
QR code above or by clicking 2025 Let Me Serve Form. Thank 
you for helping us know how you feel most equipped to serve 
and participate with this church family.

Back To School Drive for Conejo Academy
Church, thank you for responding generously to the call for 
school supplies for the Conejo Academy (our neighborhood 
elementary school). We delivered the supplies this past week 
and they were gratefully received by the Conejo Academy staff. 

What’s Happening At Conejo

Back to School 
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CVYM Informational Booth
On Sunday, September 14, the families of the CVYM gathered 
for our first parent meeting of the year. During this meeting, 
parents of youth group teens were handed a new CVYM 
Handbook, asked to fill out updated medical release forms, and 
invited to sign up for the many opportunities to volunteer for 
upcoming youth events. All of this information and more will 
be available at the CVYM booth in the lobby just outside of the 
auditorium. This CVYM table is on display for a limited time, so 
please plan to stop by and visit after the service!  

Youth Ministry Bible Classes and Devos
This week, as part of our series exploring the nature of the 
Scriptures and the importance of studying it as followers of 
Jesus, we take a look at how the Bible came to be collected into 
its current form. In this study, we will discover ways in which 
the texts of the OT and NT were faithfully passed down and 
recognized by God’s people over the span of many years, many 
regions, and many people—an amazing process guided and 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

This evening, teens will meet at the Paige Lane Park for a devo 
and a game of flag football from 5:30-7pm. Join us!

Upcoming CVYM Events  
As we gear up for fall, there will be many opportunities to 
get together to support and encourage one another, share 
in studies and devos, and share in service projects for others 
in the community. A few of the dates currently on the church 

calendar are listed below. Also, parents and teens, please share 
your extra-curricular activity schedules with Kari Odenath 
(kariwhit@gmail.com) for the CVYM Events Calendar. 

•  Oct. 12	 Teen Volunteer Training for CVCM 
•  Oct. 12	 Mission Trip Fundraiser (Open Mic Night) 
•  Oct. 25	 Fall Festival 
•  Oct. 26	 Anchor / Flourish

CVYM Fundraiser for Mission 2026
Join us for “Open Mic Night” at Cafe Conejo 
Youth for our first Mission Trip Fundraiser 
event on Sunday, October 12, at 5:30pm! 

We will gather at the church for a showcasing 
of a variety of talents while enjoying pastries, 
cafe-themed food, and drinks from a full espresso cart (hot 
chocolates and milk steamers for the non-coffee drinkers!) Are 
you interested in performing at the “Open Mic?” RSVP using the 
QR code above and submit your act/talent! Anything from a 
capella, poetry readings, and stand-up comedy is welcome! 

Come out and support our teens as they raise funds for the 
2026 Mexico Mission Trip! 

Teen Volunteer Training / October 12
Amber Johnson will be leading a volunteer training for the 
teens during the first part of the CVYM Bible class on October 
12. If you are a teen interested in helping out in the Children’s 
Ministry, don’t miss this opportunity to be trained so that you 
will be ready to volunteer with the CVCM!

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
What Our Kids Are Learning
During September, the big 
picture for children’s ministry 
classes center around: Learning 
to love like Jesus. 

We’re looking forward to 
a wonderful fall season of 
learning and growing together 
both in Bible classes and in 
worship. We look forward to seeing you at 9am weekly!

Fall Festival 2025
Save the Date for our Fall Festival on 
Saturday, October 25, 4-6pm! We will have 
games, prizes, food and a costume parade! 
Invite your friends and neighbors! Scan the 
QR code to see what you can sign up to help 
with or see me at my booth in the back! 
Many hands make light work! All members are welcome to join!

Volunteer Training / September 28, 9am CANCELLED
In an effort to minimize the amount of meetings that need 
to be held, this event is being cancelled and Amber will be 
producing a video that will be sent out to all volunteers. Stay 
tuned! 

“Open Playground!” / October 2
On the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays each month, 
from 9 -10:30am, the CVCM 
Playground will be open! 
Parents, grandparents, and 
kids are welcome to come, 
play, and fellowship. Bring 
your coffee and snacks. This 
would also be a great time 
to bring a friend. We want all of our children to feel at home at 
their church. Questions: Contact Amber Johnson at (310) 463-
3252 or amber.johnson@conejochurch.org.
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Attendance
+ Giving

September 21 Giving  $8,997

 Weekly Giving Average $12,870

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,692,855

PRAISES
New Members – Ben and Rachel 
Miller; Kelly  and Charlotte Collins; 
Chandler, Yvonne, Luci, Banks 
Darby
Pregnancies:  Michael and Jenna 
Jolly (November), Arthur and 
Lindsey Sanders (February)
Births: Kevin Norbert Joseph 
Sanders, and Charles Michael 
Joseph Sanders born to Brian 
and Molly Sanders (grandsons 
of Ed and Sheryl Sanders) on 
September 8
Jackson Reilly Iahn Cho born to 
Phil and Jordan Cho on August 13
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake 
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt, 
Gwen Hunnicutt
Hiring and ordination of Amber 
Johnson, our interim Children’s 
Minister
Brittany Joyner – safe return 
from extended work in France

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt – loss of 
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt
Chris Heard – loss of parents, 
Robert and Linda Heard
Tami Williamson – loss of father, 
Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  

Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Tony Baird – loss of father, David 
Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, 
Sherry Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis

FIGHTING CANCER
Rick Marrs – recently diagnosed 
with prostate cancer
Harriet Overton – recently 
diagnosed with leukemia; 
undergoing chemotherapy
Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of 
Joe Cocke) – recently diagnosed 
with renal cell carcinoma
Cheryl Argano – recovering from 
recent surgery for breast cancer
Marilyn Aurand – cancer has 
returned; physically and mentally 
battle-weary
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) 
– multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Greg Parker (brother-in-law of 
Sheryl Sanders) – being treated by 
antibiotics for sepsis from burst 
appendix
Josh, Aryn, and Hayden 
Grabowski (nephew-in-law, great 

niece [age 5] and great nephew 
[age 3] of Tammy Ditmore) – 
recovering from injuries received 
in car accident in Texas 
Steve Foster (father of Amber 
Johnson)  – recovering from 
recent hip surgery
David and Danna Willis (brother 
of Tim Willis) – as they adjust to 
life in the US after 20 years of 
mission work in Samoa
Peggy Carter (grandmother of 
Christina Eng) – dealing with some 
limitations due to atrial fibrillation 
and congestive heart failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of 
Charee Landis) – recovering from 
heart valve repair on 9/10
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace and safety for the world in 
turbulent times
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) 
– dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 

Daphne Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested 
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE
Javon Johnson - serving as 
chaplain at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

September 21 Attendance                 

On-Site Service 138

Online Viewing   62
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