October 5, 2025

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we

worship together.

Tod

9:00am

10:00am
YouTube Chat

10:15am
Service via YouTube

11:45pm
Friends

5:30pm

Wpcewing Everls

Oct 6

Oct 6 Women'’s Bible Study
Oct 8 Flourishing Families
Oct 8 Reynolds'’ Life Group
Oct9 Fosters' Life Group
Oct 11 Guys' Golf Outing
Oct 11 Hiking MlInistry

Oct 12

(Open Mic Night)
Oct 15-18 Yosemite Guys' Trip
Oct 16
Oct 25
Oct 26

Open Playground
Fall Festival

Monday Guys’ Group

Bible Classes for All Ages
Virtual Meet-and-Greet via

On-Site and Virtual Worship
Habit Truck Lunch with

CVYM Devo in the Park

CVYM Mission Trip Fundraiser

Anchor / Flourish Meetings

Upcowing Bitthdays

Nico Heard
Robert Katch
Connie Horton
Philomena West
Nick Odenath
Phil Daringer
Rene Heard

James Stephens

10/5
10/7
10/8
10/8
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/11

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

How to Be a Better Friend
Andy Wall

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.”
Philippians 2:3-4
A few years ago | asked my friend Greg, who teaches college classes on interpersonal
communication, what advice he would offer on how to be a better friend. Here are four
nuggets of wisdom he shared that I'd like to pass on to you. Notice how this widom echoes

Paul's teaching above from Philippians 2.

1) Learn to ask questions and listen well. The art of asking questions begins with being
genuinely interested in others, who they are, and what they value. If you're not truly
interested in them, there's little basis for friendship. Being a curious listener involves
listening to a person’s body language and tone, noticing when they get passionate. Learn
to invite sharing around what you observe in their demeanor. If you think you're a good
listener, here's a little test. When you're having lunch with a friend, who finishes their meal
first? If your plate is full and your friend's is empty, it's time to listen more.

2) Be an encourager. When you have some great news to share, who's the first person
you want to tell? Typically it's an encouraging friend: you know they're going to be happy
for you and celebrate with you. They're not going to make it all about themselves. They!ll
share in your joy because your joy is their joy. Can you be that sort of person for others,
celebrating their good moments and being genuinely happy for them without making it
about you? Can you express feelings such as, “l appreciate you. | value you. I'm grateful for
our friendship. You've helped me become a better person.”

3) Be willing to be vulnerable. A true friend will take risks and share their fears and
concerns. If you don't let others into your deeper feelings and thoughts, it will be hard to
be more than a casual acquaintance. When you become more vulnerable, you signal that
you're willing to be a safe place for your friend to also share their struggles. One warning:
Vulnerability has to grow over time. You share a struggle; your friend shares a struggle.
You share more; your friend shares more. As each of you shows your trustworthiness, you
become more and more transparent with each other. But someone has to be vulnerable
first!

4) Initiate with others. One way to know if someone is your friend is if they include you in
their life. So how do others know I'm their friend? Do | invite them to share my life, go for
a walk, grab some coffee? If you want to have a friend, reach out and be a friend. During
my freshman year of college, my first month was a bit lonely. One Sunday night, my friend
Scott knocked on my door. He had a bag of Doritos and had come by to say “hi.” We ended
up talking for three hours. That evening | knew | was going to LOVE college. And | learned
an important lesson about being a friend. May God bless you as you continue to become
a better friend to others!



Whal's Happering AL Coneje

Welcome to Friend Day

* *
*

Food Truck and Fellowship

Today we welcome all of our guests

neighbor, or family member, thank
you for worshiping with us today!
After today's service, please join us
as we enjoy a tasty lunch together
courtesy of the Habit Truck. We look
forward to the opportunity to get to
know you better.

If you would like to learn more
information about the church, please
let us know. One of our ministers

will be standing near the food line and will be happy to answer
questions and/or share information, Thank you for sharing
your day with us!

@ Fall Sermon Series: Words of Life

This week’s sermon is on the biblical teaching of koinonia, a
word often translated as fellowship. In the New Testament,
koinonia expresses active participation in a shared life

and at its heart are the ideas of sharing, partnership,
community, and mutual contribution. In Philippians, Paul
uses koinonia to describe their partnership in sharing the
message about Jesus, their sharing of the Spirit that shapes
how they treat each other, and even how they can share

in the sufferings of Christ. Koinonia is at the heart of the
biblical vision of Christian community, emphasizing the
importance of mutual support and encouragement, building
authentic friendships, and fostering an underlying sense of
belonging and unity.

Fall Auditorium Class

This Sunday, in our fall class titled “Welcoming Strangers: The
Biblical Practice of Hospitality,” we will explore hospitality as a
major theme in Scripture. Scripture tells the story of God who
created us and wants to welcome all peoples into his family
through Jesus Christ. Christian hospitality, then, is a reflection

of God's character in the life of each believer and in the Church,

and is a visible outworking of the greatest commands: to love
God and to love our neighbor. Tim Willis will be teaching this
Sunday's class titled, “A Widow in Need.”

Guys Yosemite Trip / October 15-19
If you're a guy who loves to get
outin nature, go on epic hikes,
drink coffee and have deep
conversations with brothers, we
still have a few spots left for our
annual Guys Yosemite Trip, taking
place Wednesday through Sunday,
October 15-19. Contact Doug
Hurley soon for more information
at douglashurley2909@gmail.com.

to friend day! Whether you're a friend,

Fall Small Groups

Our fall small group program is up and running. These groups
meet for a variety of purposes including prayer, Bible study,

fellowship, service, mentoring, and outreach.
Some groups include children, some are for
teens, some are for adults, and some include all
generations. Please click Fall 2025 Small Groups &

for a detailed listing.

Weekly
Devos in the Park

Guy's Group

Women's Bible Study
Flourishing Families
Reynolds' Life Group
Conejo Tutoring

Fosters' Life Group
Saturday Guys' Golf Group

Monthly and TBD
Fifth Commandment

Open Playground
CVWM Women's Dinner
Hiking Ministry

Potluck and Singing
Anchor Group

Flourish Group

Crafty Women

Let Me Serve Forms

Sundays, 5:30pm
Mondays, 6:30pm
Mondays, 7pm
Wednesdays, 6:15pm
Wednesdays, 6:45pm
Thursdays, 6:30pm
Thursdays, 7pm
Saturdays, early mornings

4th Tuesday, 7pm

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 9am
Quarterly TBD Friday, 6pm
Saturdays every 8-10 weeks
TBD Saturday, 5-7pm

2 or 3 times/academic year
2 or 3 times/academic year
TBD Saturday, 12-6pm

If you have not already done so, please fill out the
2025 Let Me Serve form for us either through the
online form available thorugh the QR code to the
left, through the link 2025 Let Me Serve Form

or through the completeing and submitting the
orange-colored paper form on the entry table. Thank you for
helping us know how you feel most equipped to serve and
participate with this church family.

Made In The Streets 30th Anniversary / October 9
On Thursday, October 9, MITS will be celebrating its 30th
anniversary! This church is a regular supporter of this ministry.
If you would like to attend the dinner, please click MITS Dinner
Tickets to purchase your tickets. All proceeds go to the MITS
ministry. The dinner will be from 6-9pm at the Saddle Peak
Lodge (419 Cold Canyon Road, Calabasas 91302.

Fall Fair for Many Mansions / October 24

Many Mansions, the provider of low-income P ‘-.-U-EI
housing in our community, is sponsoring its ﬂ;,_"""f A
annual Fall Fair for children residing in their 1."': H

homes on Friday, October 24, from 3-5:30pm.
The fair will be at the Villa Garcia Apartments
located at 1419 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd. Our
church is collaborating with Many Mansions on this year’s fair,
providing several activity stations similar to games that we've
had at former Harvest Festivals. We are looking for adult and
teen volunteers to help run these stations. Please click Many
Mansions Fall Fair to volunteer for this event.



mailto:douglashurley2909%40gmail.com.%20?subject=YOSEMITE%21
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL4.pdf
https://forms.gle/Qcn83kDhCzPcQpQq9
https://events.idonate.com/mits-30th-anniversary-saddle-peak-lodge?vcrmeid=cpKrHe3ki39qu29SK9cg&vcrmiid=ev7B9hxo_Ua6Lm9SM89LEw
https://events.idonate.com/mits-30th-anniversary-saddle-peak-lodge?vcrmeid=cpKrHe3ki39qu29SK9cg&vcrmiid=ev7B9hxo_Ua6Lm9SM89LEw
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-59229381-many
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-59229381-many

Middle Scheol and High Schesl

CVYM Informational Booth

On Sunday, September 14, the families of the CVYM gathered
for our first parent meeting of the year. During this meeting,
parents of youth group teens were handed a new CVYM
Handbook, asked to fill out updated medical release forms, and
invited to sign up for the many opportunities to volunteer for
upcoming youth events. All of this information and more will
be available at the CVYM booth in the lobby just outside of the
auditorium. This CVYM table is on display for a limited time, so
please plan to stop by and visit after the service!

Youth Ministry Bible Classes and Devos

This week, as part of our series exploring the nature of the
Scriptures and the importance of studying it as followers of
Jesus, we take a look at how the Bible came to be collected into
its current form. In this study, we will discover ways in which
the texts of the OT and NT were faithfully passed down and
recognized by God's people over the span of many years, many
regions, and many people—an amazing process guided and
inspired by the Holy Spirit.

This evening, teens will meet at the Paige Lane Park for a devo
and a game of volleyball from 5:30-7pm. Join us!

Upcoming CVYM Events

As we welcome the fall season, there are many opportunities
to get together to support and encourage one another, share
in studies and devos, and share in service projects for others
in the community. A few of the dates currently on the church

calendar are listed below. Also, parents and teens, please share
your extra-curricular activity schedules with Kari Odenath
(kariwhit@gmail.com) for the CVYM Events Calendar.

* Oct. 12 Teen Volunteer Training for CVCM

* Oct. 12 Mission Trip Fundraiser (Open Mic Night)
+ Oct. 25 Fall Festival

+ Oct. 26 Anchor / Flourish

CVYM Fundraiser for Mission 2026
Join us for “Open Mic Night” at Cafe Conejo
Youth for our first Mission Trip Fundraiser
event on Sunday, October 12, at 5:30pm!

We will gather at the church for a showcasing
of a variety of talents while enjoying pastries,
cafe-themed food, and drinks from a full espresso cart (hot
chocolates and milk steamers for the non-coffee drinkers!) Are
you interested in performing at the “Open Mic?" RSVP using the
QR code above and submit your act/talent! Anything from a
capella, poetry readings, and stand-up comedy is welcomel!

Come out and support our teens as they raise funds for the
2026 Mexico Mission Trip!

Teen Volunteer Training / October 12

Amber Johnson will be leading a volunteer training for the
teens during the first part of the CVYM Bible class on October
12.If you are a teen interested in helping out in the Children’s
Ministry, don't miss this opportunity to be trained so that you
will be ready to volunteer with the CVCM!

Children’s Ministy

Our Kids Are Learning...
Today on “Friend Day"” our
children are learning about
how to be a good friend to all
and how to strengthen their
friendships with each other
through sharing some fun
games and activities!

“Two people are better than
one. They can help each other.

If one falls, the other can

help them vp."
‘%3 Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 %

12025
Save the Date for our Fall Festival on Saturday,
October 25, 4-6pm. We will have games, prizes,
3| food and a costume parade! Invite your friends
and neighbors Scan the QR code to see what you
waF| can sign up to help with or see me at my booth

in the back. Many hands make light work. All members are
welcome to join! , W

Volunteer Scheduling

All Children’s Ministry volunteers will now be
scheduled through Services in Planning Center.
Please watch for emails and app notifications
then either accept or decline your availability
for the week so that we can ensure consistent
programming for all of our children.

Child Check-In
Please use our new check-in system to check

your child in before Bible Class and again before
Children’s Worship! This helps us know exactly
who we are serving and caring for.

check-ins

"“Open Playground!” / October 16
On the 1st and 3rd Thursdays
each month, from 9-10:30am,
the CVCM Playground will be
open! Parents, grandparents,
and kids are welcome to come,
play, and fellowship. Bring your
coffee and snacks. This would also be a great time to bring

a friend. We want all of our children to feel at home at their
church. Questions: Contact Amber Johnson at (310) 463-3252 or
amber.johnson@conejochurch.org.

Open Playground
The 1 and 3" Thursday of every monthl
9:00-10:30am
Play and fellowship! New friends welcome!



mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Events%20Calendar%20Information
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=Open%20Playground

PRAISES

New Members - Ben Miller and
Rachel Miner; Kelly and Charlotte
Collins; Chandler, Yvonne, Luci,
Banks Darby

Pregnancies: Michael and Jenna
Jolly (November), Arthur and
Lindsey Sanders (February)
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt,
Gwen Hunnicutt

Josh, Aryn, and Hayden
Grabowski (nephew-in-law, great
niece [age 5] and great nephew
[age 3] of Tammy Ditmore)

- recovering from serious
automobile accident

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt - loss of
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt

Chris Heard - loss of parents,
Robert and Linda Heard

Tami Williamson - loss of father,
Tom Bonner

Eliza Erickson - loss of infant
nephew, Shepherd Wright

Bonnie Rockey - loss of
grandfather, Donald Skipper

Arlene Leedy - loss of husband,
Bill Leedy

Javon Johnson - |oss of sister,
LaShaunia Pross

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandmother, Joyce Joyner

Tony Baird - loss of father, David
Baird

Char Hurley - loss of sister,
Sherry Horner

Jan Willis - loss of sister-in-law,
Rosemary Davis

(ltendance
+iving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowrselfto prayen heing walchful and thankguf.. Colossians 4:2

FIGHTING CANCER
Rick Marrs - recently diagnosed
with prostate cancer

Harriet Overton - recently
diagnosed with leukemia;
undergoing chemotherapy

Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim
and Penny White) - recently
diagnosed with contained uterine
cancer; rheumatoid arthritis

Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of
Joe Cocke) - recently diagnosed
with renal cell carcinoma

Cheryl Argano - recovering from
recent surgery for breast cancer
Marilyn Aurand - cancer has
returned; physically and mentally
battle-weary

Becky Russell (grandmother of
Haylie Douglas) - breast cancer

Maria Baake - breast cancer

David Green - biomarker tests
every other month yielding
positive results

Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - cancer has returned

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders)
- multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS

Greg Parker (brother-in-law of
Sheryl Sanders) - being treated by
antibiotics for sepsis from burst
appendix

Steve Foster (father of Amber
Johnson) - recovering from
recent hip surgery

David and Danna Willis (brother
of Tim Willis) - as they adjust to
life in the US after 20 years of
mission work in Samoa

Peggy Carter (grandmother of
Christina Eng) - dealing with some
limitations due to atrial fibrillation
and congestive heart failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of
Charee Landis) - recovering from
heart valve repair on 9/10

Eliza Erickson - problems with
thyroid function

Carol Overton (mother of Daniel
Overton) - recovering at home
from effects of a brain infection

Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) -
rare and aggressive autoimmune
disease, ANCA-Associated
Vasculitis

Elizabeth Cowan (mother of
Christian Socquet) - memory
issues, difficulty understanding
medical care

Peace and safety for the world in
turbulent times

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley)
- dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia

City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE

Javon Johnson - serving as
chaplain at Naval Air Station
Whidbey Island, Washington
Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

September 28 Attendance September 28 Giving $8,424

On-Site Service
Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Chandler Darby

Youth Minister
(770) 654-5262

chandler.darby@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell

rene.heard@conejochurch.org

162 Weekly Giving Average $12,756
61 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,692,906
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Amber Johnson Andy Wall

Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell

amber.johnson@conejochurch.org

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell

andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



