October 12, 2025

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us

for

worship. We pray you will

encounter God as we
worship together.

Tedaly

9:00am  Bible Classes for All Ag

aS]

10:00am Virtual Meet-and-Greet via

YouTube Chat

10:15am  On-Site and Virtual Worship

Service via YouTube
5:30pm  Cafe Conejo Youth:

2026 Mexico Mission Trip

Fundraiser

Wpcewing Evenls

Oct 13 Monday Guys' Group
Oct 13 Women'’s Bible Study
Oct 15 Flourishing Families
Oct 15 Reynolds'’ Life Group
Oct 15-18 Yosemite Guys' Trip
Oct 16 Open Playground
Oct 16 Fosters' Life Group
Oct 18 Guys' Golf Outing
Oct 18 Crafty Women Event

Oct 19 Anchor / Flourish Meetings

Oct 25 Fall Festival

Upcowing Biithdays

Joel Hurley
Harmony Houston
Cheryl Argano
Lisa Scott

Patty Starkey

10/14
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/19

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST

LESS

The Pursuit of Righteousness
Andy Wall

“To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.”
Proverbs 21:3

“Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous,
just as he is righteous.” - 1 John 3:7

What everyday word would you use to describe someone who does what is good and right
out of the purity of their heart and care for others? | put this question to Gemini Al and it
responded with three words: “principled,” “upstanding,” and “conscientious.” “Not bad,” |
thought. The biblical answer for this question is “righteous.”

In the Hebrew scriptures, according to biblical scholar Nijay Gupta, a righteous person is
characterized by a pure heart (a clear conscience), blamelessness (unable to be accused of
wrongdoing), fairness (holding to a just standard), and justice (equal treatment for all). We
might be tempted to think of righteousness as legalistically checking prescribed boxes, of
obeying “thou shalts” and “thou shalt nots.” However, biblical righteousness is ultimately
about faithfulness and loyalty in relationships, about being a person of your word and
“being there” for others.

Throughout Scripture, God'’s people are called to reflect the righteousness of
God. In Matthew's gospel, Jesus is deeply committed to carrying out the Father’s
will. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus blesses those who “hunger and thirst
for righteousness” in a world of arrogance, tears, and violence. He teaches his
followers to pray that God's will be done “on earth as it is in heaven”, a good
shorthand for doing righteousness. He calls his followers to “strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness”.

What might righteousness look like in today's world? Here are four illustrations:

+ An accountant discovers a small, legal loophole that would save his firm money but
mislead clients. He brings the issue to his manager, insisting they operate with full
transparency.

« A teacher notices a student who is always hungry. She discreetly coordinates with a
local food bank to ensure the child’s family receives weekend meal packs.

+ A construction manager notices a co-worker cutting corners on safety measures and
addresses the situation promptly, protecting the well-being of the entire crew.

« Aprofessor refuses to inflate the grade of a wealthy donor’s son, upholding academic
integrity.

Righteousness for Christians is the ongoing process of internalizing the way of Jesus,

moving beyond external piety to reflect God's holy nature. It is seen in protecting and

advocating for the vulnerable as well as in conducting one’s affairs with integrity. Such

righteousness is not a checklist for salvation, but the sign of a transformed life. May God

bless you in your pursuit of righteousness.



Whal's Happering AL Coneje

@ Fall Sermon Series: Words of Life

When we hear the word “righteousness” today, it sounds

a bit musty and archaic. The most common way | hear it
used is in reference to someone who is “self-righteous.” But
righteousness is a vitally important biblical word and the
theme of today’s sermon. Properly understood, it has plenty
of good usage left. To be righteous is to live by a standard of
what is good and right toward others, what today we might
describe as a person of integrity. Righteousness ultimately is
not about religious piety but honesty, integrity, faithfulness,
justice-seeking, compassion, and mercy. Even if the word
itself needs to be rehabilitated to contemporary ears, the
concepts it points to are absolutely timely and desperately
needed in our world.

Fall Auditorium Class

Scripture tells the story of God who created us and wants

to welcome all peoples into his family through Jesus Christ.
Christian hospitality, then, is a reflection of God's character

in the life of each believer and in the Church, and is a visible
outworking of the greatest commands: to love God and to

love our neighbor. Our auditorium class is titled “Welcoming
Strangers: The Biblical Practice of Hospitality” and this fall we're
exploring hospitality as a major theme in Scripture. Laura Estes
will be teaching this week's class on “The Hope of Hospitality.”

Welcome to Conejo

We are delighted to welcome Phil, Jordan, James, and Jackson

to the Conejo Church! We look forward to sharing in ministry
and community with you. Our prayer is that you will be blessed
by your association with this church family and that you will be
encouraged to grow in faith, love, and service to others. Contact
information for Phil and Jordan:

Phil: (818) 621-4273 + chophilip.11@gmail.com
Jordan: (818) 564-9207 + Jjordanp3@gmail.com
31636 Village Center Road, Westlake Village, CA 91361

Crafty Women Craftmg Event / October 18

= ; Ladies, please plan to bring your current
craft project(s) and share in a time of

4 fellowship with friends from church on
Saturday, October 18. The fun will begin
at noon and will last until 6pm at the

s\ church building.

Fall Fair for Many Mansions / October 24

Many Mansions, the provider of low-income housing in our
community, is sponsoring its annual Fall Fair for children
residing in their homes on Friday, October 24, from 3-5:30pm.
The fair will be at the Villa Garcia Apartments located at 1419
E. Thousand Oaks Blvd. Our church is collaborating with Many
Mansions on this year's fair, providing several activity stations
similar to games that we've had at former Harvest Festivals.
We are looking for adult and teen volunteers to help run these

stations. Please click Many Mansions Fall Fair or

sign up through the pumpkin-colored QR code to

volunteer for this event.

Health Care Team Resources

Suzanne Scarberry, with the CVCC Health Care Team, has
shared information about upcoming seminars that some
members may find helpful. First, Senior Concerns will be
offering several seminars in the upcoming days and weeks
regarding memory issues. Secondly, Cancer Support
Community will be offering an online educational workshop on
October 24. Click the links above for details.

Frlends Day 2025

Fall Small Groups

Weekly
Devos in the Park

Guy's Group

Women'’s Bible Study
Flourishing Families
Reynolds’ Life Group
Conejo Tutoring

Fosters' Life Group
Saturday Guys' Golf Group

Monthly and TBD
Fifth Commandment

Open Playground
CVWM Women's Dinner
Hiking Ministry

Potluck and Singing
Anchor Group

Flourish Group

Crafty Women

Let Me Serve Forms

Our fall small group program is up and running.
These groups meet for a variety of purposes
including prayer, Bible study, fellowship, service,
mentoring, and outreach. Please click Fall 2025
Small Groups for a detailed listing.

Sundays, 5:30pm
Mondays, 6:30pm
Mondays, 7pm
Wednesdays, 6:15pm
Wednesdays, 6:45pm
Thursdays, 6:30pm
Thursdays, 7pm
Saturdays, early mornings

4th Tuesday, 7pm

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 9am
Quarterly TBD Friday, 6pm
Saturdays every 8-10 weeks
TBD Saturday, 5-7pm

2 or 3 times/academic year
2 or 3 times/academic year
TBD Saturday, 12-6pm

If you have not already done so, please fill out the
2025 Let Me Serve Form. Thank you for helping

us know how you feel most equipped to serve
and participate with this church family.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-59229381-many
https://www.seniorconcerns.org/programs/seminars/
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/dr-vassantachart-flyer.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/dr-vassantachart-flyer.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL4.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL4.pdf
https://forms.gle/Qcn83kDhCzPcQpQq9

Middle Scheol and High Schesl

Youth Ministry Bible Classes and Devos

This week, Amber Johnson will lead a volunteer training session
for the teens during the first part of the CVYM Bible class hour
- a great opportunity for the teens to be trained up and ready
to volunteer with the CVCM. Additionally, we will do some final
preparations for the Mexico Mission Trip Fundraiser Event,
which will be taking place this evening from 5:30-7:15pm.It's
going to be full of stories from previous mission trips, cafe-
themed food and drinks, and “open mic” performances that will
blow your fedoras offl Don’t miss it!

Upcoming CVYM Events

As we welcome the fall season, there are many opportunities
to get together to support and encourage one another, share
in studies and devos, and share in service projects for others

in the community. A few of the dates currently on the church
calendar are listed below. Also, parents and teens, please share
your extra-curricular activity schedules with Kari Odenath
(kariwhit@gmail.com) for the CVYM Events Calendar.

* Oct. 19
* Oct. 25

Anchor / Flourish
Fall Festival

Our Kids Are Learning...
During the month of October, the big picture focus for our
children is: “God Keeps His Promises!” Our scripture focus is:

“For I know the plans I have for you”
declares the Lord, “plans o prosper
you and net +e harm you, plans o

give you a hope and a future”

"“Open Playground!” / October 16

On the 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month, from 9 -10:30am,
the CVCM Playground will be open. Parents, grandparents
and kids are welcome to come play and fellowship. Bring your
coffee and snacks. This would
also be a great time to bring
a friend! We want all of our
children to feel at home at
their church! Questions:
Contact Amber Johnson at
(310) 463-3252 or amber.
johnson@conejochurch.org.

Jeremiah 29:11

Open Playground

The 1* and 3" Thursday of every month!
9:00-10:30am
Play and fellowship! New friends welcome!

CVYM Informational Booth

On Sunday, September 14, the families of the CVYM gathered
for our first parent meeting of the year. During this meeting,
parents of youth group teens were handed a new CVYM
Handbook, asked to fill out updated medical release forms, and
invited to sign up for the many opportunities to volunteer for
upcoming youth events. All of this information and more will
be available at the CVYM booth in the lobby just outside of the
auditorium. This CVYM table is on display for a limited time, so
please plan to stop by and visit after the service!

CVYM Fundraiser for Mission 2026

Join us for “Open Mic Night” at Cafe Conejo
Youth for our first Mission Trip Fundraiser

event TONIGHT!

We will gather at the church for a showcasing
of a variety of talents while enjoying pastries,
cafe-themed food, and drinks from a full espresso cart (hot

chocolates and milk steamers for the non-coffee drinkers). If
you haven't RSVP'd it's not too late! Scan the QR code above!

Come out and support our teens as they raise funds for the
2026 Mexico Mission Trip!

Fall Festival 2025

Save the Date for our Fall Festival on Saturday,
October 25, 4-6pm. We will have games, prizes,
food and a costume parade! Invite your friends
and neighbors Scan the QR code to see what you
can sign up to help with or see me at my booth
in the back. Many hands make light work. All members are
welcome to join!

Volunteer Scheduling

All Children’s Ministry volunteers will now be
scheduled through Services in Planning Center.
Please watch for emails and app notifications
then either accept or decline your availability
for the week so that we can ensure consistent
programming for all of our children.

Child Check-In
Please use our new check-in system to check
your child in before Bible Class and again before
Children’s Worship! This helps us know exactly
who we are serving and caring for.

check-ins



mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Events%20Calendar%20Information
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=

PRAISES

New Members - Ben Miller and
Rachel Miner; Kelly and Charlotte
Collins; Chandler, Yvonne, Luci,
Banks Darby

Pregnancies: Michael and Jenna
Jolly (November), Arthur and
Lindsey Sanders (February)
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt,
Gwen Hunnicutt

Josh, Aryn, and Hayden
Grabowski (nephew-in-law, great
niece [age 5] and great nephew
[age 3] of Tammy Ditmore)

- recovering from serious
automobile accident

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt - loss of
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt

Chris Heard - loss of parents,
Robert and Linda Heard

Tami Williamson - loss of father,
Tom Bonner

Eliza Erickson - loss of infant
nephew, Shepherd Wright

Bonnie Rockey - loss of
grandfather, Donald Skipper

Arlene Leedy - loss of husband,
Bill Leedy

Javon Johnson - |oss of sister,
LaShaunia Pross

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandmother, Joyce Joyner

Tony Baird - loss of father, David
Baird

Char Hurley - loss of sister,
Sherry Horner

Jan Willis - loss of sister-in-law,
Rosemary Davis

(ltendance
+iving

Phalger Comel

Devete yowrselfto prayen heing walchful and thankguf.. Colossians 4:2

FIGHTING CANCER
Rick Marrs - recently diagnosed
with prostate cancer

Harriet Overton - recently
diagnosed with leukemia;
undergoing chemotherapy

Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim
and Penny White) - recently
diagnosed with contained uterine
cancer; rheumatoid arthritis

Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of
Joe Cocke) - recently diagnosed
with renal cell carcinoma

Cheryl Argano - recovering from
recent surgery for breast cancer
Marilyn Aurand - cancer has
returned; physically and mentally
battle-weary

Becky Russell (grandmother of
Haylie Douglas) - breast cancer

Maria Baake - breast cancer

David Green - biomarker tests
every other month yielding
positive results

Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - cancer has returned

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders)
- multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS

Greg Parker (brother-in-law of
Sheryl Sanders) - being treated by
antibiotics for sepsis from burst
appendix

Steve Foster (father of Amber
Johnson) - recovering from
recent hip surgery

David and Danna Willis (brother
of Tim Willis) - as they adjust to
life in the US after 20 years of
mission work in Samoa

Peggy Carter (grandmother of
Christina Eng) - dealing with some
limitations due to atrial fibrillation
and congestive heart failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of
Charee Landis) - recovering from
heart valve repair on 9/10

Eliza Erickson - problems with
thyroid function

Carol Overton (mother of Daniel
Overton) - recovering at home
from effects of a brain infection

Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) -
rare and aggressive autoimmune
disease, ANCA-Associated
Vasculitis

Elizabeth Cowan (mother of
Christian Socquet) - memory
issues, difficulty understanding
medical care

Peace and safety for the world in
turbulent times

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley)
- dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia

City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE

Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

October 5 Attendance October 5 Giving m

On-Site Service
Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Chandler Darby
Youth Minister
(770) 654-5262

chandler.darby@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell

rene.heard@conejochurch.org

176 Weekly Giving Average $13,013
41 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,693,511
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Amber Johnson Andy Wall

Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell

amber.johnson@conejochurch.org

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell

andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



