
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

5:30pm	 YM Devo at CVCC

Upcoming Events 
Nov 10	 Monday Guys’ Group

Nov 10	 Women’s Bible Study

Nov 12	 Flourishing Families 

Nov 12	 Reynolds’ Life Group

Nov 13	 Conejo Academy Tutoring

Nov 13	 Fosters’ Life Group

Nov 15	 Guys’ Golf Outing

Nov 15	 Potluck and Singing

Nov 16	 The Great Gratitude Feast

Nov 18	 Fifth Commandment

Nov 22	 Crafty Women

Nov 23	 Armloads of Love

Upcoming Birthdays
Eliza Erickson		  11/6

Alex Vasquez		  11/8

Julie Waters		  11/11

Josie West			   11/14

November 9, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Called to Community
Andy Wall

“Real community is not homogeneity. It is the discipline and devotion of disparate people bearing 
with one another in the hard tasks of love.”  Richard John Neuhaus

Lasting relationships require hard work. Anyone who’s sustained a friendship for more 
than a year or two knows this. So does anyone who’s been married for any length of time. I 
will sometimes say to Carrie, only half in jest, that “It’s a minor miracle that any two people 
can consent to love each other and stick with each other for a lifetime!” Which is why I 
believe it’s a major miracle when an entire community of Christians can consent to love 
each other and stick with each other for years on end. 

If being a healthy Christian community were easy, everyone would be doing it. But as 
Eugene Peterson has noted, “Church is composed of equal parts mystery and mess.” We 
sometimes erroneously believe that the “early Church” represented some golden or pristine 
era of the church. But check out Mark 10 or 1 Corinthians 5 or Galatians 1 or Philippians 
4, and you’ll be reminded that the first-century Christians had the same human struggles 
with sin, pride, immorality, and self-centeredness that we do. Living out the Christian faith 
in an intentional and shared community has never been easy. 

But if we want to grow in Christlikeness so that our lives reflect Jesus’ character and 
goodness, the way to spiritual maturity is through community. Why is this? Many reasons—
here are three: First, we were created for community. God called Israel to be his treasured 
possession for the sake of the world. Jesus gathered his disciples to preach the good news 
of his kingdom reign. The Holy Spirit empowered the earliest churches to go on mission 
into all the world. Our human communities echo the eternal community of love that is 
present in God the Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Second, without community, our commitment fades. Saint John of the Cross observed that 
“the virtuous soul that is alone… is like the burning coal that is alone. It will grow colder 
rather than hotter.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote that we need each other “because the Christ 
in my heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of my brother.”

Third, to thrive in community, we must acquire the virtues that make this possible. By 
joining oneself to a community, one of necessity must learn better to share, to give way, to 
consider the needs of others, to practice good manners, and to speak truth in love. In other 
words, God’s curriculum for becoming more generous, grace-filled, and righteous includes 
the hard work required to sustain community. Without the joys and frustrations of living in 
community we cannot practice and hone the virtues of Christlikeness. 

We are called to be a robust community of faith. Some aspects of community are easy 

and fun. Others are challenging and difficult. But I’m convinced that the best way for us to 

grow in the image of Christ is on the bumpy, exhilarating, up-and-down road that we call 

“community.” May God bless us as we bear “with one another in the hard tasks of love.”



Fall Sermon Series: Words of Life

This Sunday’s sermon is about hope. The word “hope” can 
be used to express a variety of wishes, from the trivial (I 
hope the coffee shop has my favorite seasonal drink) to 
the profound (I hope the war ends soon). When we think 
about a New Testament theology of hope, we have in 
mind weightier uses of this word. In 1 Thessalonians, Paul 
seeks to encourage a congregation of new Christians who 
are enduring sufferings and possibly wondering if they’ve 
made the wisest choice in following Jesus. Paul speaks 
many encouraging words to them, elaborating on their 
future hope in the return of Jesus Christ in glory. Paul urges 
Christians to live faithful, engaged, and courageous lives in 
the present, bolstered by God’s great promises in Christ. 

Fall Auditorium Class
Our auditorium class is titled “Welcoming Strangers: The Biblical 
Practice of Hospitality” and this fall we’re exploring hospitality 
as a major theme in Scripture. Scripture tells the story of the 
God who created us and wants to welcome all peoples into 
his family through Jesus Christ. Christian hospitality, then, 
is a reflection of God’s character in the life of each believer 
and in the Church, and is a visible outworking of the greatest 
commands: to love God and to love our neighbor. Derek Estes 
will be teaching this week’s class, which will be part two on the 
theme of “Who Deserves Hospitality? And Who’s the Host?” 

Health Ministry Team Resources 
The health ministry team is excited to offer a presentation on 
how to get through the holidays while grieving, as well how to 
help others dealing with grief. We will be hosting a speaker who 
is an expert on the topic here at the building on November 17, 
at 7pm. You are encouraged to invite anyone who may find this 
information helpful and meaningful. The team is also gathering 
information about the many community resources available 
as well as a variety of educational opportunities that may be of 
interest to the members of our congregation.  Please scan the 
QR code above or click Health Resources to see the updated 
list of Zoom and in-person classes available throughout the 
community over the next few weeks. Additionally, we ask that 
you fill out the Health Ministry Questionnaire which will help 
the Health Ministry Team understand how best 
to help the church family. There are printed 
forms on the entry table for you to fill out and 
leave in the envelope if you prefer working with 
paper rather than computer-based forms.

Potluck and Singing / November 15
Our next Potluck and Singing for 
this fall is scheduled for Saturday, 
November 15. It will begin with a 
shared meal at 5pm at the home of 
Jeremy and Amber Johnson. Please 
bring a side dish, salad, or dessert 
to share and be ready to enjoy a 
time of fellowship and singing.

Fall Small Groups
Our small group fall program has launched with 
groups meeting around the Conejo Valley and 
beyond. Please click Fall 2025 Small Groups for 
a detailed listing. This week’s group activities / 
discussions include:

•  11/9	     CV Youth 		  Devo at the CVCC building 
•  11/10	     Guy’s Group          	 Ortberg book, chapter 9 
•  11/10	     Women’s Bible Study     Smith book, chapter 6 
•  11/12	     Flourishing Families       “Couples Counseling for 
                                                               Parents” Podcast 
•  11/12	     Reynolds’ Life Group      The Chosen, season 5 
•  11/13	     Conejo Tutoring            	 Encouraging help for kids! 
•  11/13	     Fosters’ Life Group        	Studying the Minor Prophets 
•  11/15	     Guys’ Golf Group    	 Early each Saturday  
•  11/15	     Potluck and Singing	 5-7pm at the Johnson home

Armloads of Love
As we approach 
Thanksgiving, we have a 
wonderful opportunity 
to provide holiday meals 
for families in need from 
the Conejo Elementary 
School. On Sunday, 
November 23, you’re 
invited to bring various 
food goods to church 
with you. Please use the 
pictured shopping list of 
the food items we will 
be providing this year. 
Please click Sign Me Up! 
to sign-up online for the 
specific items you can 
bring. To access the sign-up list through the printed version 
of the Family News, please use the QR code above. Thank you 
for your willingness to take part in this tangible expression of 
gratitude to God for his many blessings.

 

What’s Happening At Conejo

Back to School 

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Health-Ministry-Team-Subpage-11.09.draft1_.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUeQtgXfdQ55LoX124o1ayTKVHtFhTzD7Qmmpsc4QLRSjC7Q/viewform
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025-Small-Groups-September-FINAL4.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-45666573-armloads


Youth Ministry Bible Classes 
God’s choosing of a particular people to bless the world marks 
a major turning point in the grand narrative of Scripture. This 
week, we take a closer look at some of the defining stories in 
this chapter, beginning with God’s call to Abram (Abraham). 
What is the significance of God choosing to work not only 
through humankind, but through individuals, to bring blessing 
to the entire world? What insights does Abraham’s response to 
God in this story have for our lives today? 

Volunteer for CVYM!
Those who have expressed interest in chaperoning for 
the CVYM’s weekly Sunday Bible classes and devos will be 
scheduled through the Planning Center app. Please accept or 
decline (as you do for services). If you are interested in serving 
in this capacity and have not yet communicated that, please 

let Chandler know through the sign-up sheet at the CVYM 
table in the lobby, the Let Me Serve form, or through direct 
communication with Chandler. His contact info is on page 4. 

Upcoming CVYM Events 
There are many opportunities to support and encourage one 
another, share in studies and devos together, and engage in 
service projects for others in the community. Below are a few 
of the dates currently on the church calendar for CVYM. 

Parents and teens, please share your extra-curricular activity 
schedules with Kari Odenath (kariwhit@gmail.com) for the 
CVYM Events Calendar. 

     •  November 9	    Sunday Evening Devo (@ CVCC) 
     •  November 16   Anchor & Flourish (@ The Watson’s) 
     •  November 23   Sunday Evening Devo (@CVCC)

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
Word of Wonder

Our Kids Are Learning
We are excited to introduce our new 
Bible curriculum this month! During 
our Bible classes that take place each 
Sunday at 9am, we will be using “Wonder 
Ink.” It is a wonderful program designed 

to engage kids creatively in God’s Word and connect their 
classrooms on Sunday to their homes during the week. Our 
current unit is titled, “God Speaks” and we will be learning how 
to tune our ears to the words of our loving 
Father.  

The Great Gratitude Feast
Children’s Ministry families are invited to 
join together during Bible Class at 9am 
on November 16th to feast on gratitude! 
We will engage in hands-on activities and 
fellowship with one another! Don’t miss 
this special event! 

Child Check-In 
Please use our new check-in system to check 
your child in before Bible Class and again before 
Children’s Worship. This helps us know exactly 
who we are serving and caring for.

Open Playground / December 4
On hold until 
December due 
to scheduling 
conflicts. We look 
forward to seeing 
you back on the 
playground on 
Thursday morning, 
December 4! 
Questions: 
Contact Amber Johnson at (310) 463-3252 or amber.johnson@
conejochurch.org. 

mailto:kariwhit%40gmail.com?subject=CVYM%20Events%20Calendar
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=
mailto:amber.johnson%40conejochurch.org?subject=


Attendance
+ Giving

October 26 Giving  $13,842

 Weekly Giving Average $12,752

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,694,319

PRAISES
New Members – Phil, Jordan, 
James, and Jackson Cho; Ben 
Miller and Rachel Miner; Kelly  
and Charlotte Collins; Chandler, 
Yvonne, Luci, Banks Darby
Pregnancies:  Michael and Jenna 
Jolly (November), Arthur and 
Lindsey Sanders (February)
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake 
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt, 
Gwen Hunnicutt

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt – loss of 
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt
Chris Heard – loss of parents, 
Robert and Linda Heard
Tami Williamson – loss of 
father, Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner
Tony Baird – loss of father, 
David Baird
Char Hurley – loss of sister, 
Sherry Horner 
Jan Willis – loss of sister-in-law, 
Rosemary Davis
Michael Williams – loss of 
father, David Williams 

FIGHTING CANCER
Steve Rouse – Stage IV 
pancreatic cancer
Rick Marrs – recently diagnosed 
with prostate cancer
Harriet Overton – recently 
diagnosed with leukemia; 
undergoing chemotherapy
Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim 
and Penny White) - recently 
diagnosed with contained 
uterine cancer; rheumatoid 
arthritis
Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of 
Joe Cocke) – recently diagnosed 
with renal cell carcinoma
Cheryl Argano – recovering 
from recent surgery for breast 
cancer
Marilyn Aurand – cancer 
has returned; physically and 
mentally battle-weary
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed 
Sanders) – multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Greg Parker (brother-in-law of 
Sheryl Sanders) – being treated 
by antibiotics for sepsis from 
burst appendix
Steve Foster (father of Amber 
Johnson)  – recovering from 

recent hip surgery
David and Danna Willis 
(brother of Tim Willis) – as they 
adjust to life in the US after 20 
years of mission work in Samoa
Peggy Carter (grandmother 
of Christina Eng) – dealing with 
some limitations due to atrial 
fibrillation and congestive heart 
failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of 
Charee Landis) – recovering from 
heart valve repair on 9/10
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother 
of Lorna T., Stephanie S. 
and Claudia dB.) – rare and 
aggressive autoimmune disease, 
ANCA-Associated Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Peace, safety, and justice for 
the world in turbulent times
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Barb Suhr (friend of Char 
Hurley) – dealing with memory 
loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested 
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

October 26 Attendance                 

On-Site Service 163

Online Viewing   43 
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