
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

6:00pm	 Carols and Candlelight Service

Upcoming Events 
Dec 16	 Fifth Commandment

Dec 20	 Guys’ Golf Outing

Dec 21	 Christmas Celebration Service

Dec 21  	 Caroling With Seniors

Upcoming Birthdays
Melissa Foster		  12/10

Jerry Rushford		  12/11

Mila Starkey		  12/12

Janie Condley		  12/19

Susan Giboney		  12/19

Eleanor Overton		  12/19

December 14, 2025

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Good, But Not Safe
Andy Wall

“We want, in fact, not so much a Father in Heaven as a grandfather in heaven –  
a senile benevolence who, as they say, ‘liked to see young people enjoying themselves,’ and 
whose plan for the universe was simply that it might be truly said at the end of each day, ‘a 

good time was had by all.’” – C.S. Lewis

One of my favorite scenes in C.S. Lewis’s children’s story, The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe, is a dialogue that takes place between Susan and Lucy Pevensie and Mr. and 
Mrs. Beaver. In their conversation, Mr. Beaver describes Aslan, the great lion who rules all 
of the land of Narnia and whom the Pevensie children are on their way to meet. Susan is 
alarmed and wonders if she will be nervous when she meets Aslan. Mrs. Beaver affirms 
that anyone in their right mind would certainly be nervous before meeting Aslan. 

“Then he isn’t safe?” asks Lucy.

Mr. Beaver replies, “Safe? Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything 
about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

One of the subtle temptations we may face as we celebrate the birth of Christ during 
Advent is the temptation to reduce or tame Jesus. After all, a vulnerable babe lying in a 
manger is far more endearing than alarming. Our hearts are more likely to feel tenderness 
than terror when we think about Mary and Joseph caring for their newborn son. Thus, we 
might be tempted to think of “the Lion of Judah” as someone docile and domesticated, 
someone “safe.” 

C.S. Lewis challenges us against making such simplistic reductions with his insight that 

Aslan, the Christ-figure in the story, is good but hardly safe. The ministry of Jesus on 

earth reflected the heart and character of God the Father, who far from being a “senile 

benevolence” is a righteous force to be reckoned with. Though we believe that God’s Son was 

born into this world in the form of a baby, we are wise not to presume upon His goodness 

or take Him for granted. Instead, we are wise if we take to heart the wisdom of Mr. Beaver: 

“‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”



Carols and Candlelight / Sunday at 6pm
At 6pm this Sunday evening, you 
are invited to our annual Carols 
and Candlelight Service. This 
special service will feature the 
singing of favorite holiday carols, 
the lighting of candles, the reading 
of the birth narratives of Christ, 

and the renewing experience of the wonder of Christ’s radiant 
coming. We will enjoy cookies and fellowship following the 
service. Be sure to invite friends and loved ones to this favorite 
holiday tradition as we enjoy the season of Advent together. 

Fall Sermon Series: Let There Be Peace

This Advent season, we’re exploring the themes of peace 
and reconciliation in light of the Incarnation and Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ. This week, we’ll reflect on the name 
Emmanuel, “God with us.” As Matthew composed his gospel, 
he connected Isaiah’s prophecy about “Immanuel” with 
the young Mary who would conceive and bear a son called 
Emmanuel. Jesus is Emmanuel, a sure sign of God’s presence 
with us. The truth of Emmanuel speaks powerfully of the 
God who comes near in love and holiness and mercy. John 
says, “The word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” This is 
the hope revealed to us during Advent season. 

Auditorium Advent Class
This Sunday, we’re in the third of a five-part Advent class series 
titled “A Weary World Rejoices.” God’s people have always 
been sustained by hope. Whether the Hebrew people in times 
of slavery and exile or Christian communities in times of 
persecution and hardship, God’s people are familiar with both 
the brokenness of the world and God’s faithful sustenance 
through dark times. Each week we’ll engage with various 
biblical and historical characters whom God sustained through 
fiery trials. Join us this Sunday as Darlene Rivas leads a class 
titled “A Tale of Two Kings.”

Celebrating 50 Years!
Yesterday marked the 50th 
anniversary of Chris and Sandy 
Stivers. They were married 
on December 13, 1975. 
Congratulations on reaching this 
beautiful milestone. Thank you 
for the love and faithfulness you 
show to one another, to your 
family, and to your community. 
May you continue to share fun, 
encouragement, laughter, and 
music together for many years to 
come! We love you! 

Food Drive for Manna
Conejo continues to be a generous 
church family. As the holiday 
season continues, we have another 
opportunity to contribute to the 
needs of those in our community. 
Please click Manna’s Current 
Needs or scan the QR code below 
to access a list of items that the 
Manna Food Bank has specifically 
requested for the winter months. 
You may bring 

requested items through Sunday, December 28, 
and leave them in the boxes in the church foyer. 
Thank you so much for your generosity!

All-Church Christmas Party 
Thank you to Rick and 
Paula Marrs for hosting 
the annual All-Church 
Christmas Party last 
Sunday. Thanks also to 
Chris Stivers for sharing 
his gift of music. 

Fifth Commandment / December 16
The fifth commandment 
tells us to “Honor your 
father and mother.” How 
do we do that in our adult 
lives as our parents age, 
face health challenges, and 
sometimes live hundreds or 

even thousands of miles away? Join us this Tuesday, December 
16, at 7pm, as we share our current challenges and concerns 
regarding our aging parents and spend time praying for 
wisdom, direction, and comfort for those we love. A link for the 
Zoom Meeting will be sent out via email on Tuesday.

Health Ministry Team Resources 
This team is gathering information about the 
many community resources available as well as a 
variety of educational opportunities that may be 
of interest to the members of our congregation. 
Please scan the QR code on the right or click 
Health Resources to see the updated list of classes available 
throughout the community over the coming weeks. Most 
recently added is the Family Caregiving Symposium on 
December 16. Additionally, we ask that all members fill out 
the Health Ministry Questionnaire which will help the Health 
Ministry Team understand how best to help the church family. 
There are printed forms on the entry table for you to fill out 
and leave in the envelope if you prefer working with paper.

Small Groups During the Holidays
Our small groups will be meeting less during December and 
early January due to holiday travel schedules. Please check the 
church homepage or the calendar that is located on the church 
website for details of group events during the holiday season. 

What’s Happening At Conejo

QR Codes Key:

       
Health Ministry 11/02/2025

Health Ministry 11/09/2025

Health Ministry 11/23/2025

Health Ministry 11/30/2025

 Canned Meat (chicken, SPAM, or
ham)
Canned pasta sauce
Broth (canned or soft-sided
carton)
Canned pasta
Coffee, tea, or hot chocolate
Canned soup (any kind)
Boxed Hamburger Helper
Instant Ramen
Canned baked beans, refried
beans, or chili
Canned beans – red, navy, white,
kidney, or grabanzo

As the holiday season continues, we have another
opportunity to contribute to the needs of those in our

community. Please bring the items listed above to church
through Sunday, December 28.
Thank you for your generosity!

Current Needs

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Manna-December-Food-Drive-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Manna-December-Food-Drive-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Health-Ministry-Team-Subpage-11.30.draft1_.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Family-Caregiver-Symposium-Dec-16-2025-Rev-BB.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUeQtgXfdQ55LoX124o1ayTKVHtFhTzD7Qmmpsc4QLRSjC7Q/viewform


Volunteer for CVYM!
Those who have expressed interest in chaperoning for 
the CVYM’s weekly Sunday Bible classes and devos will be 
scheduled through the Planning Center app. Please accept 
or decline each assignment (as you do for services). If you 
are interested in serving in this capacity and have not yet 
communicated that with us, please let us know through the 
Let Me Serve form, or through direct communication with 
Chandler. His contact info is on page 4. 

Youth Ministry Bible Classes 
We are journeying through the major movements of the Grand 
Narrative of Scripture, beginning with Creation and the Fall. 
We continue this week with the theme of Advent, exploring the 
climax of the story: Jesus. 

“A voice of one calling: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way for the 
LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every 
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the 
rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And 
the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’” (Isaiah 40:3-5)

Upcoming CVYM Events 
There are many other opportunities to support and encourage 
one another, share in studies and devos together, and engage 
in service projects for others in the community. Below are a few 
of the dates currently on the church calendar for CVYM. 

     December 14	     Carols and Candlelight 
     December 21      Caroling With Seniors

Middle School and High School

Children’s Ministry
Our Kids Are Learning

In this series, kids will celebrate Advent 
in a new way as they discover the 
prophecies about the coming Savior 
from Isaiah in the Old Testament and 
the fulfillment of those prophecies in 
the birth of Jesus and the promise of His 
return. We look forward to seeing and 
sharing time, Bible stories, and faith-

based conversations with your children each Sunday at 9am!

Scan the QR Code for ways to engage in the 
wonder of God together at home. This resource includes a 
video, worship playlists, activities, and more!

	

Word of Wonder 

	

	



Attendance
+ Giving

December 7 Giving  $33,527

 Weekly Giving Average          $13,030

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,695,074

PRAISES
New Members – Phil, Jordan, 
James, and Jackson Cho; Ben 
Miller and Rachel Miner; Kelly  
and Charlotte Collins
Pregnancies: Lindsey Sanders 
(February); Lexy Clark (June)
Baptisms: Nora Opel, Jake 
Johnson, Calleigh Hunnicutt, 
Gwen Hunnicutt
Birth: Jordan Sierra Jolly, 
daughter of Michael and Jenna 
Jolly; granddaughter of Andy and 
Carrie Wall; great granddaughter 
of Susan Giboney

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt – loss of 
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt
Chris Heard – loss of parents, 
Robert and Linda Heard
Tami Williamson – loss of 
father, Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy
Javon Johnson – loss of sister, 
LaShaunia Pross  
Matt Joyner – loss of 
grandmother, Joyce Joyner

FIGHTING CANCER
Steve Rouse – Stage IV 
pancreatic cancer
Rick Marrs – undergoing 
treatment for prostate cancer
Harriet Overton – undergoing 

treatment for leukemia
Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim 
and Penny White) – recently 
diagnosed with contained 
uterine cancer; rheumatoid 
arthritis
Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of 
Joe Cocke) – recently diagnosed 
with renal cell carcinoma
Cheryl Argano – recovering 
from recent surgery for breast 
cancer
Marilyn Aurand – cancer 
has returned; physically and 
mentally battle-weary
Becky Russell (grandmother of 
Haylie Douglas) – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed 
Sanders) – multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Mike Thomas – recovering from 
hip surgery
Wayne Helm (friend of Landis 
family) – injured in a helicopter 
accident; prayers for Wayne’s 
healing, for the other person 
who survived, and for the family 
who lost a person in the crash
Jim Green (brother of David 
Green) – recovering from recent 
heart surgery
Greg Parker (brother-in-law of 
Sheryl Sanders) – being treated 

by antibiotics for sepsis from 
burst appendix
Steve Foster (father of Amber 
Johnson) – recovering from 
recent hip surgery
David and Danna Willis 
(brother of Tim Willis) – as they 
adjust to life in the US after 20 
years of mission work in Samoa
Peggy Carter (grandmother 
of Christina Eng) – dealing with 
some limitations due to atrial 
fibrillation and congestive heart 
failure
Shirley Pacifici (mother of 
Charee Landis) – recovering from 
heart valve repair 
Eliza Erickson – problems with 
thyroid function
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother 
of Lorna T., Stephanie S. 
and Claudia dB.) – rare and 
aggressive autoimmune disease, 
ANCA-Associated Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure
Barb Suhr (friend of Char 
Hurley) – dealing with memory 
loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Peace and safety for all war-
torn areas in Israel, the Middle 
East, Ukraine, Russia
Healing, peace, and justice in 
our nation and communities

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama
Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya; prayers requested 
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

December 7 Attendance                 

On-Site Service 154

Online Viewing   51
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