December 21, 2025

Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for
worship. We pray you will
encounter God as we
worship together.

Teduy

9:00am  Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am Virtual Meet-and-Greet via
YouTube Chat

10:15am  On-Site and Virtual Christmas
Celebration Service via
YouTube

5:30pm  Caroling with Seniors

Wpcewing Evenils

Dec 21 “Christmas” Donations for
Manna Food Bank

Small Groups will Resume in January

Dec 28 “New Year's” Donations for
Manna Food Bank

Upcowing Bitthdays

Janie Condley 12/19
Susan Giboney 12/19
Eleanor Overton 12/19
Staci Daringer 12/21
Calleigh Hunnicutt 12/22
Gwen Hunnicutt 12/22
Elizabeth Jovel-Rivera 12/25
Alyssa West 12/30
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LESS

Refracting the Light of Christmas
Andy Wall

“Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”
- Phillips Brooks

Merry Christmas, one and all! We have journeyed through the season of Advent, a time
of preparation, anticipation, and hope. On this Christmas Sunday, we enter into the full-
throated celebration of the incarnation and birth of Jesus Christ, who is Immanuel, God
with us. During this season, we celebrate that God is with us today, now, and forever. The
entire season rejoices in the Incarnation, the reality that the Son of God became human.

I was reminded recently that Christmas is not one thing, but many things. Phillips Brooks,
in his Christmas carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” reflects that in Bethlehem’s dark
streets shines an everlasting light, bringing together the human hopes and fears of all the
years. Steven Charleston, a Native American elder and retired church leader, made this
observation:

“Every holiday is like a coin: there are two sides. On the bright side, there are all
of the usual celebrations and laughter. On the shadow side, there are all those
for whom the holiday brings reminders of past hurts and losses. If you are on the
joyful side then turn that light to shine as a beacon for as many others as you
can, reaching out to welcome, comfort and support them during this season of
their struggle. If you are on the shadow side then abide as deeply in the Spirit as
you can, remembering the past, but living in the love that surrounds you now,
knowing you are safe in arms that will never let you go.”

As we enjoy the Christmas season, we have much to contemplate: the hardship of traveling
to Bethlehem, the song of the angels, the joy of the shepherds, the hope of the newborn
Savior, the duplicity of King Herod, the hopeful and foreboding blessing of Simeon, the
treasuring of moments by Mary, the slaughter of the innocents, the terror of fleeing to
Egypt, and the praises of Anna in the temple. We are wise to leave room for the full gamut
of experiences that surround this season. Still, my prayer for each of us this Christmas is
that, whether in a major or minor key, we may enter into the celebration of the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

On behalf of the Conejo Valley Church of Christ ministry team, we wish you and your loved
ones a joyful Christmas and a blessed New Year. We appreciate so much our partnership
M with youinthe gospel of Jesus Christ and the opportunities we share to serve our community
il and world and to build up one another in Christ. We look forward to an exciting new year
| of ministry together in the year of our Lord, 2026.

ChandlerDarly — ReneHeard  AmberJohnson — Andy Wall
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@ Advent Series: Let There Be Peace

This Advent season, we're exploring the themes of peace
and reconciliation in light of the Incarnation and Second
Coming of Jesus Christ. This week, we'll reflect on the
narrative in Matthew 2 about King Herod, the Magi, and the
birth of the one called “King of the Jews.” We'll consider how
God meets us even in the midst of the agitation and distress
of our world.

And the Angels Rejoiced
Emersyn Starkey was baptized
into Christ during last Sunday’s
service. Emersyn, we rejoice
with you and your family upon
your baptism. Our prayers are
that your journey as Christ’s
follower will be filled with joyful
: B service to God and to all who are
around you. We pray that your
4 witness in the world will be a
§ beautiful reflection of the life of

time, talents, and the love of God
throughout your life. May God

" bless you and empower you to
walk faithfully in Jesus’ steps.
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Youth Ministry Bible Classes

We are journeying through Advent this month, exploring the
theme of joy this morning as we shift from anticipation to the
deep gladness that Christ's coming brings.

“The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you, he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
(Luke 2:10-11)

Upcoming CVYM Events
December 21—Caroling With Seniors
January 23-25—HS Winter Retreat at Big Bear
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Auditorium Advent Class

This Sunday, we're in the fourth of a five-part Advent class
series titled “A Weary World Rejoices.” God's people have
always been sustained by hope. Whether the Hebrew people

in times of slavery and exile or Christian communities in times
of persecution and hardship, God's people are familiar with
both the brokenness of the world and God's faithful sustenance
through dark times. Join us this Sunday as Kindy DelLong leads
a class titled “Mary’s Defiant Yes.”

Food Drive for Manna

Conejo continues to be a generous church family.
As the holiday season continues, we have another
opportunity to contribute to the needs of those

in our community. Please click Manna's Current
Needs or scan the QR code to access a list of
items that the Manna Food Bank has specifically requested

for the winter months. You may bring requested items through
Sunday, December 28, and leave them in the boxes in the church
foyer. Thank you so much for your generosity!

Health Ministry Team Resources

This team gathers information about community resources
available as well as a variety of educational opportunities

that may be of interest to the members of our congregation.
Please click Health Resources to see the updated list of classes
available throughout the community over the coming weeks.
Additionally, we ask that all members fill out the Health
Ministry Questionnaire which will help the Health Ministry
Team understand how best to help the church family. There
are printed forms in the rack at the entry table for you to fill out
and leave in the envelope if you prefer working with paper.

[ , 14 14
Childhen’s Ministiy
Our Kids Are Learning
In this series, kids will celebrate Advent in a new way as they
discover the prophecies about the
coming Savior from Isaiah in the Old
Testament and the fulfillment of those
prophecies in the birth of Jesus and the
promise of His return. We look forward
to seeing and sharing time, Bible stories,
% § and faith-based conversations with your
st AEMIIIEER,. children each Sunday at 9am!

Scan the QR Code for ways to engage in the wonder of God
together at home. This resource includes a video, worship
playlists, activities, and more!



https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Manna-December-Food-Drive-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Manna-December-Food-Drive-FINAL.pdf
https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Health-Ministry-Team-Subpage-11.30.draft1_.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUeQtgXfdQ55LoX124o1ayTKVHtFhTzD7Qmmpsc4QLRSjC7Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfUeQtgXfdQ55LoX124o1ayTKVHtFhTzD7Qmmpsc4QLRSjC7Q/viewform




PRAISES

New Members - Phil, Jordan,
James, and Jackson Cho; Ben
Miller and Rachel Miner; Kelly
and Charlotte Collins
Pregnancies: Lindsey Sanders
(February); Lexy Clark (June)
Baptisms: Emersyn Starkey,
Nora Opel, Jake Johnson, Calleigh
Hunnicutt, Gwen Hunnicutt
Birth: Jordan Sierra Jolly,
daughter of Michael and Jenna
Jolly; granddaughter of Andy and
Carrie Wall; great granddaughter
of Susan Giboney

THOSE GRIEVING
Dwayne Hunnicutt - loss of
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt

Chris Heard - loss of parents,
Robert and Linda Heard

Tami Williamson - loss of
father, Tom Bonner

Eliza Erickson - |oss of infant
nephew, Shepherd Wright

Bonnie Rockey - loss of
grandfather, Donald Skipper

Arlene Leedy - loss of husband,
Bill Leedy

Javon Johnson - loss of sister,
LaShaunia Pross

Matt Joyner - loss of
grandmother, Joyce Joyner

FIGHTING CANCER
Steve Rouse - Stage IV
pancreatic cancer

Rick Marrs - undergoing
treatment for prostate cancer

Harriet Overton - undergoing
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Devete yowrselfto prayen heing walchful and thankguf.. Colossians 4:2

treatment for leukemia

Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim
and Penny White) - recently
diagnosed with contained
uterine cancer; rheumatoid
arthritis

Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of
Joe Cocke) - recently diagnosed
with renal cell carcinoma

Cheryl Argano - recovering
from recent surgery for breast
cancer

Marilyn Aurand - cancer
has returned; physically and
mentally battle-weary

Becky Russell (grandmother of
Haylie Douglas) - breast cancer

Maria Baake - breast cancer

David Green - biomarker tests
every other month yielding
positive results

Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve
Scott) - cancer has returned

Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed
Sanders) - multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Mike Thomas - recovering from
hip surgery

Wayne Helm (friend of Landis
family) - injured in a helicopter
accident; prayers for Wayne's
healing, for the other person
who survived, and for the family
who lost a person in the crash
Jim Green (brother of David
Green) - recovering from recent
heart surgery

Greg Parker (brother-in-law of
Sheryl Sanders) - recovering

from recent appendectomy

Steve Foster (father of Amber
Johnson) - recovering from
recent hip surgery; scheduled for
cochlear implant on 12/30

David and Danna Willis
(brother of Tim Willis) - as they
adjust to life in the US after 20
years of mission work in Samoa

Peggy Carter (grandmother

of Christina Eng) - dealing with
some limitations due to atrial
fibrillation and congestive heart
failure

Shirley Pacifici (mother of
Charee Landis) - recovering from
heart valve repair

Eliza Erickson - problems with
thyroid function

Carol Overton (mother of Daniel
Overton) - recovering at home
from effects of a brain infection

Steve Simpson (brother

of Lorna T., Stephanie S.

and Claudia dB.) - rare and
aggressive autoimmune disease,
ANCA-Associated Vasculitis

Elizabeth Cowan (mother of
Christian Socquet) - memory
issues, difficulty understanding
medical care

Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany
Joyner) - heart failure

Barb Suhr (friend of Char
Hurley) - dealing with memory
loss issues

Martha Condley (daughter of
Janie Condley) - lupus

Harriet Nutter (mother of
Daphne Green) - depression

Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa
Scott) - multiple sclerosis
Peace and safety for all war-
torn areas in Israel, the Middle
East, Ukraine, Russia

Healing, peace, and justice in
our nation and communities

MISSION EFFORTS

Raul and Betty Alvarado -
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions - Baja California,
Mexico

Julie Broyles - Bible English
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children - Ensenada,
Mexico

Made in the Streets - Nairobi,
Kenya; prayers requested
following recent major flooding
Medical Clinic Mission Support
- Ghana

Daniel and Karly Napier -
Thessaloniki, Greece

Megan Randolph - Associate
Director of Teacher Services,
TeachBeyond

MILITARY SERVICE

Michael Warford - stationed in
Spain with the Navy

Derek Willis (nephew of Tim
Willis) - serving in PA in the Army

December 14 Attendance December 14 Giving $7,956

On-Site Service
Online Viewing

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office | (805) 371-1384 Fax

www.conejochurch.org

Chandler Darby
Youth Minister
(770) 654-5262

chandler.darby@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell

rene.heard@conejochurch.org

140 Weekly Giving Average $12,928
60 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550
Be the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,695,680
CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Amber Johnson Andy Wall

Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell

amber.johnson@conejochurch.org

Preaching Minister
(805) 331-0187 cell

andy.wall@conejochurch.org

Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis - elders@conejochurch.org



