
Today 
9:00am	 Bible Classes for All Ages

10:00am    	Virtual Meet-and-Greet via 
YouTube Chat

10:15am    	On-Site and Virtual Worship 
Service via YouTube

5:30pm	 CVYM Strengthsfinder 
Workshop 

Upcoming Events 
Mar 16	 Guys’ Group

Mar 16	 Women’s Bible Study 

Mar 18	 Flourishing Families

Mar 18	 Reynolds’ Life Group

Mar 19	 Conejo Academy Tutoring

Mar 19	 Fosters’ Small Group

Mar 21	 Guys’ Golf Outing

Upcoming Birthdays
Malachi Fullman		  3/13

Olivia Argano		  3/14

SueAnn Meador		  3/19

Jose Rivera			  3/19

Nathan Hurley		  3/20

Jacob Michael		  3/22

March 15, 2026

Welcome!
Thank you for joining us for 
worship. We pray you will 

encounter God as we  
worship together.

Divine Drama
Christopher Jerabek

I wrote my first stage script when I was a sophomore at Pepperdine. Dr. Cari Myers gave 
me permission to write a script for my REL102 final project, so I told a story about Elvis and 
the secular entertainment industry. Last year, Christina Littlefield gave me permission to 
do the same for her class, and I wrote a show about Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Vaclav 
Havel. I like to think that I’ve grown in those eight years—as a writer, as a person, and as 
a vehicle for Christ in the world.

To this day, however, neither script has been fully staged in an official production. 
As such, it doesn’t feel quite right to call these “plays” yet. A script is not yet a play. It 
requires embodiment. A script can sit on a shelf and be just fine, but a play demands to 
be performed. Without actors to bring a script to life before an audience, it is just words 
on a page. Likewise, I find myself deeply inspired when I consider the fact that an isolated 
God was not God in His entirety. God, like drama, found incarnation necessary.

When God became flesh, He radically changed His relationship with the world. He was no 
longer separated from humanity. The veil was torn, and He became intimately connected 
to our world through Christ—through flesh and blood. The incarnation is divine drama 
in every sense of the word. In order for God to offer salvation to the world that He loved, 
He stepped into it. 

Hebrews 1:1-3: “In the past, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at 
many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. 
The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”

The Gospel of John tells us that the Word became flesh, and the same can be said for 
a script that comes to life through actors on a stage. Now, through the Holy Spirit, we 
are the storytellers who continue to bring the Word to life. Just as a play demands to be 
performed, a Christ-like life demands to be lived. I pray that we are able to play a part 
in the divine incarnation through our words and our actions as we work to bring the 
Kingdom of God to fruition.

	
	
	



Today’s Sermon: “No One Left Outside”

Mike Rivas will bring us today’s sermon. He shared the 
following thoughts in connection with the sermon:

We don’t have a lot of experience with a good 
thunderstorm in SoCal but coming from the south I 
have experienced quite a few of them. Now use your 
imagination and picture being soaking wet and cold and 
hustling up the steps to the church building. You get to 
the door and find it locked. Though you “belong” here, at 
that moment you are stuck outside just like any stranger 
who might have followed you up the steps to avoid the 
storm. What happens when someone comes to open 
the door to let you in? Today we are going to explore the 
depth of Jesus’ message that no one is left outside.

40-Day Spiritual Adventure
Each year during the season of Lent, Christians 
around the world spend six weeks preparing for the 
remembrance of Good Friday and the celebration 
of Easter Sunday. Please click the 40-Day Commitment Sheet 
or scan the QR code to see a variety of Lenten practices as well 
as a listing of congregational events. You are encouraged to 
participate in ways that are meaningful and needed for your 
faith development and for the needs of our community. Copies 
of this flyer are also available on the entry table.

Major Lessons from the Minor Prophets
The books of Hosea through Malachi may be short, but they 
pack powerful teachings about human frailties and divine 
reliability into their compact frames. The auditorium class is 
surveying these short books, seeking these prophets’ messages 
for their own times and applications for today. This Sunday, 
Chris Heard will lead a class on Zechariah 9-14.

Baptism and Discipleship Class / March 15, 22, 29
Have questions about following Jesus? 
As part of the 40-Day Spiritual Adventure 
in preparation for Easter, Nick Zola 
will be guiding a class on baptism and 
discipleship from 9-10am for the last 
three Sundays in March. This 
discussion is for adults as 

well as youth. Anyone interested in exploring the 
meaning of baptism is welcome to join. Questions, 
or want to sign up? Click here or scan the QR code. 

CVCC Roof Replacement
On Monday, March 16, work will begin on the church building 
roof. The old one will be removed; a new one will be built. The 
process from beginning to end should take around 2 weeks. 
We invite the church to pray for this building upkeep process—
both for the safety of the workers and with thankfulness for the 
funds and opportunity to move forward with an important part 
of the upkeep of our place of worship.

Many Mansions Spring Fair / March 27
A group from our church will help with the Many 
Mansions Spring Fair on Friday, March 27, from 
3:30-5:30pm. We need 
volunteers! Please let us know 

of your plans to help with this fun event 
for children in our neighborhood by 
signing up through the link or QR code 
above: Many Mansions Spring Fair. On 
the sign-up sheet, you will see both the 
address of the event and the types of 
volunteers needed. 

Passover Seder / March 28
You are invited to the Scarberry home to observe the traditional 
celebration of Passover on March 28. Their address is 116 Las 
Palmas St, Oxnard, CA 93035. Please arrive at 5:15pm. Seder 
will begin promptly at 5:30 and will include a traditional home-
cooked Passover meal with songs, fun videos, and liturgy. It 
will end by 9:30pm. Seder is designed to be shared as a family 
and there are lots of parts of the evening that actually involve 
children during Seder. During the times there is a lot of reading, 
if they get bored, children are welcome to play quietly, draw, 
watch a video, etc. There is no planned childcare. RSVP to 
Suzanne at mecmom@yahoo.com by Friday, March 20.

CVWM Women’s Dinner / April 10
Ladies, please mark your calendars 
and save the date of Friday, April 10. 
We will gather from 6-7:30pm to share 
a meal and have a time of fellowship 
and thoughtful interactions with 
sisters of various ages and life stages. 
Childcare will be provided for any who 

may need that. Additional details will be available soon.

Baby Shower for Lexy Clark / April 25
There will be a baby shower for Lexy 
Clark and her baby boy (due in early 
June). The shower will take place at 
the home of Suzanne Reynolds at 
2pm on Saturday, April 25. If you 
would like to see a list of items that 
the Clarks would find helpful for their new bundle from heaven, 
please click Clark Registry, however all women are invited to 
come and enjoy this celebration of baby boy Clark with no 
expectation of a gift.

Church of Christ Foundation Scholarship
The Church of Christ Foundation is accepting 2026 scholarship 
applications until April 30, 2026. Students who will be 
attending a college or university affiliated with the Churches 
of Christ in the fall of 2026 are invited to apply. Scholarships 
range from $1,500 to $3,000, and you can typically apply 
for a renewal scholarship for up to 4 years. Apply online at 
churchofchristfoundation.com. If you have any questions or 
would like additional information, please reach out to Tom 
Laing at cocfoundationboard@gmail.com.

What’s Happening At Conejo

https://conejochurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Commitment-Sheets-2026-Word-Doc.pdf
https://forms.gle/JviYrRibinqV7si69
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B44A9AA2BAA8-56264163-many
mailto:mecmom%40yahoo.com?subject=Passover%20Seder
https://my.babylist.com/lexy-clark
http://churchofchristfoundation.com
mailto:cocfoundationboard%40gmail.com?subject=


What Our Kids Are Learning 
In our Bible Classes and Children’s Worship we 
are learning about a miracle-working Jesus and a 
God who is strong enough to save us and give us 
eternal life! We are also exploring the final week 
of Jesus’s life on earth as he prepared to make 
the ultimate sacrifice for us. For more info, please see the 
Children’s Ministry Newsletter through the link or QR Code.

Scan the QR Code for ways to engage in the 
wonder of God together at home. This resource includes a 
video, worship playlists, activities, and more!

Field Trip to Hillcrest Atria
Recently, a group of children with their parents as well as 
several teens spent some time with the residents of Hillcrest 
Atria sharing valentines words of encouragement. Thanks, 
children, for leading us to encourage and share with others!

VBS Planning Meeting / March 15
If you have already signed up to volunteer at VBS or if you 
have interest in volunteering at VBS, please join us for our first 
planning meeting today, immediately following the worship 
service. Lunch will be served! Children are welcome to attend! 
Childcare will not be provided, but activities will be available for 
them to work on during the meeting. 

Easter Events
We have three special ways for our children and their families 
to engage in this Easter Season. Please join us! 

    March 29 - Palm Sunday Processional, gather in the 
    children’s worship area at 10am 
    April 3 - Good Friday Family Event at 5:15pm 
    April 5 - Living Cross and Easter Sunday Celebration during 
    children’s worship time

Good Friday Family Event / April 3
Created New: from creation to redemption! 
Families will unleash their creativity as they 
engage in God’s big story of redemption, 
from creation to the resurrection, and 
learn how God can make us new creations 
through Jesus!

VBS “Save the Date”
Please mark your calendars and save the dates of June 15-
18 for the 2026 CVCC 
Vacation Bible School. 
Opportunities to sign 
up as a volunteer or to 
regisiter your child will be 
available soon through 
the Church Center app. 

 Middle School and High School

 Children’s Ministry

Volunteer for CVYM!
Those who have expressed interest in chaperoning for 
the CVYM’s weekly Sunday Bible classes and devos will be 
scheduled through the Planning Center app. Please accept 
or decline each assignment (as you do for services). If you 
are interested in serving in this capacity and have not yet 
communicated that with us, please let Chandler know. His 
contact info is on page 4. 

Youth Ministry Bible Classes 
Nick Zola is hosting a three-part series on Baptism leading 
up to Easter – starting today! All teens who are interested 
are encouraged to attend! The youth group will be starting 
a series on the liturgical week that leads up to Easter, with a 
focus on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. 
This morning, we will explore Palm Sunday – the Scriptures it 
is based on, their historical and theological context, and their 
significance in view of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Upcoming CVYM Events 
     TONIGHT!    StrengthsFinder workshop 1 @ 5:30pm, CVCC 
     March 22     StrengthsFinder workshop 2 @ 5:30pm, CVCC 
     March 29     Amor Mission Trip Meeting #2 @ 12:30pm, CVCC     

Amor Mission Trip
If you are interested in being a 
part of the Amor Mission Trip 
this summer (June 21-26), it 
is imperative that you begin 
the process of securing your 
passport immediately! This 
process takes an extended 
amount of time and you will 
be unable to attend the trip if 
your passport is not current. 
Reach out to Chandler Darby 
for more information. 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHB6FK5mmw/-tBS4OU6WtxnQQwgz_4Bqg/view?utm_content=DAHB6FK5mmw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h3cc45eb9c4#8


Attendance
+ Giving

March 8 Giving  $47,298

 Weekly Giving Average          $14,285

 Weekly Giving Budget $13,550

Be  the Blessing Giving (To Date) $1,700,226

PRAISES
Pregnancies: Alyssa West (May); 
Lexy Clark (June)
Births: Malcolm James 
Rominger, son of James and 
Julie, grandson of Bill and Melissa 
Foster 
Donovan Al Sanders, son of 
Arthur and Lindsey, grandson of 
Ed and Sheryl
Baptisms: Reese Odenath, 
Emersyn Starkey

THOSE GRIEVING
Joe Cocke – loss of brother, Larry 
Cocke
Family and Friends of Silas 
Shotwell
Family and Friends of Steve 
Rouse
Lynn Burke – loss of cousin, 
Steve Foster
Will Gaffga  – loss of father, 
David Gaffga
Dwayne Hunnicutt – loss of 
brother, Kevin Hunnicutt
Chris Heard – loss of parents, 
Robert and Linda Heard
Tami Williamson – loss of father, 
Tom Bonner
Eliza Erickson – loss of infant 
nephew, Shepherd Wright
Bonnie Rockey – loss of 
grandfather, Donald Skipper 
Arlene Leedy – loss of husband, 
Bill Leedy

FIGHTING CANCER
Marilyn Aurand – additional 
cancer in the right lung; physically 

and mentally battle-weary
Rick Marrs – recently completed 
radiation for prostate cancer
Harriet Overton – undergoing 
treatment for leukemia
Bruce McAfee (husband of Maxi 
McAfee) – undergoing treatment 
for histiocytic sarcoma
Kiki White (sister-in-law of Jim 
and Penny White) – recently 
diagnosed with contained uterine 
cancer; rheumatoid arthritis
Tony Demuth (brother-in-law of 
Joe Cocke) – recently diagnosed 
with renal cell carcinoma
Cheryl Argano – breast cancer 
Maria Baake – breast cancer
David Green – biomarker tests 
every other month yielding 
positive results
Dede Koldyke (cousin of Steve 
Scott) – cancer has returned
Kurt Krebs (friend of Ed Sanders) 
– multiple myeloma

VARIOUS CONCERNS
Jackson Cho – recovering from 
minor surgery
Matt Joyner – torn ACL and MCL; 
awaiting direction from doctors
Dale Pfremmer (father of Kindy 
De Long) – recovering at home 
following recent hospitalization 
Tyler Ditmore (son of Mike and 
Tammy Ditmore) – recovering 
from surgery to repair significant 
knee injury
Dot Holden – numerous falls 
recently; family searching for 
caregiver to help

Mike Thomas – recovering from 
recent hip surgery
Jim Green (brother of David 
Green) – recovering from recent 
heart surgery
Peggy Carter (grandmother of 
Christina Eng) – some limitations 
due to atrial fibrillation and 
congestive heart failure
Carol Overton (mother of Daniel 
Overton) – recovering at home 
from effects of a brain infection
Steve Simpson (brother of Lorna 
T., Stephanie S. and Claudia dB.) – 
rare and aggressive autoimmune 
disease, ANCA-Associated 
Vasculitis
Elizabeth Cowan (mother of 
Christian Socquet) – memory 
issues, difficulty understanding 
medical care
Joe Reynolds (father of Brittany 
Joyner) – heart failure; recoveriing 
from recent loss of home in the 
Dallas area due to fire
Barb Suhr (friend of Char Hurley) 
– dealing with memory loss issues
Martha Condley (daughter of 
Janie Condley) – lupus 
Harriet Nutter (mother of 
Daphne Green) – depression
Mary Zollman (friend of Lisa 
Scott) – multiple sclerosis
Peace and safety for all war-torn 
areas around the world
Healing, peace, and justice in 
our nation and communities

MISSION EFFORTS
Raul and Betty Alvarado – 
mission efforts in Panama

Baja Missions – Baja California, 
Mexico
Julie Broyles – Bible English 
Study Center (BEST) in Cambodia
City of Children – Ensenada, 
Mexico
Made in the Streets – Nairobi, 
Kenya
Medical Clinic Mission Support 
– Ghana
Daniel and Karly Napier – 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Megan Randolph – Associate 
Director of Teacher Services, 
TeachBeyond
Brendin Williamson – Trekko 
Church, Tucson, Arizona 

MILITARY SERVICE
Michael Warford – stationed in 
Spain with the Navy 
Derek Willis (nephew of Tim 
Willis) – serving in PA in the Army

Devote yourself to prayer being watchful and thankful. Colossians 4:2
Prayer Corner

March 8 Attendance               

On-Site Service 133

Online Viewing 40

CHURCH
2525 E. Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

CONEJO VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST
(805) 371-1381 Office  |  (805) 371-1384 Fax
www.conejochurch.org

	       Elders: Michael Ditmore, Bill Foster, Chris Heard, David Rhoades, Mike Rivas, Tim Willis – elders@conejochurch.org

Chandler Darby
Youth Minister
(770) 654-5262
chandler.darby@conejochurch.org

Rene Heard	
Worship & Media Manager
(818) 665-8598 cell
rene.heard@conejochurch.org

Amber Johnson
Interim Children’s Minister
(310) 463-3252 cell
amber.johnson@conejochurch.org

Andy Wall
Preaching Minister  
on Sabbatical
andyswalldotblog.wordpress.com	


